Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 30
Esau Sells His Share In God’s Plan.
This week we learn how Esau, Isaac’s eldest son, despised God’s Promises and Plan for his life.
Teaching Notes

“The fear (humble respect) of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” Psalm 111v10.
Esau Despises His Birthright and God’s Promises.  
Background to Today’s Lesson: -
Sarah died aged 127, before Isaac met Rebekah. 
     Abraham was 140 when Isaac, at the age of 40, 
     married Rebekah - but for 20 years they had no children. 
Isaac and Rebekah prayed earnestly to the Lord. 
Isaac and Rebekah believed God’s Promises.
Those God made to Abraham were repeated to Isaac.


Many Nations

A great Nation – The Hebrews


A Promised Land – Canaan


A Saviour to Come – The Lord Jesus Christ.

God blessed them with twins – Esau and Jacob. 
God said, ‘The elder will serve the younger’. Gen 25v23.
And the Lord said unto her (Rebekah), “Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.”
God knew that Jacob would be faithful in keeping His Covenant Promises. 

He would become the father of the 12 Tribes of Israel. VA0
God repeated His Promise to Isaac (Gen 26v3-5,v24).
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Gen 26v3-5. God gave Isaac the same promise,
“Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee,

and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed,

I will give all these countries,

and I will perform the oath which I sware

unto Abraham thy father”. 
“And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;
Gen 26v24. 

And the Lord appeared unto him the same night,

and said, “I am the God of Abraham thy father:

fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee,

and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake.”
Isaac believed these promises and remained faithful to God.

Esau and Jacob were born when Isaac was 60. 
Esau was a hunter, Jacob a shepherd.
Abraham died aged 175 when Isaac was 75.
So, Esau and Jacob knew Abraham for 15 years.
Abraham knew that God’s promises were being faithfully fulfilled.
We notice Esau’s Wrong Attitude to God and Life.
Even though Esau and Jacob were brought up 
by Isaac and Rebekah in a God-fearing home, 
Esau turned his back on all that his parents had taught him. 
Some of you have believing parents. 

Do you take notice of their teaching in the truths of God?

Remember, they care for your soul and spiritual wellbeing.

Will you turn your back upon this loving care?

We see that Esau rejected God.
Even thought he had been taught God’s ways,

he had no clear Bible standards, 
he was very easy-going, undisciplined, 
with no inner principle of discernment (not knowing right from wrong), wide-open to the evil of his unbelieving heart.
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Sadly, as the eldest son he did not value his Birthright, 
or appreciate the Promises of God made to 
Abraham, Isaac, and himself.
His attitude to God was one of disinterested carelessness. 

Esau Made Careless Decisions: - VA
Even though he knew about the great responsibility, 
and privilege of God’s Promises, 
and what these meant to his father Jacob, 
and to Abraham his grandfather, 
He did not want to keep God’s rules 
in order to receive these blessings from God.
We see that later he grieved his parents.
when he broke God’s law by marrying two Canaanite girls.

They had taught him to be aware of the evils of idol worship. 

Do you grieve your parents, especially in spiritual things?

If you grieve your parents, then you certainly grieve God!
Genesis 25v30-34 records: -

And Esau said to Jacob, “Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint”.  VA Picture
Therefore, was his name called Edom.
31 And Jacob said, “Sell me this day thy Birthright”.
32 And Esau said, “Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this Birthright do to me?”
33 And Jacob said, “Swear to me this day”.

 
and he sware unto him: 

and he sold his Birthright unto Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; 

and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his Birthright.
We see here that one day Esau came in from hunting’ 
He had caught nothing and was faint from hunger.

Jacob was cooking a stew and Esau asked him for some.

Jacob, at this time being rather sneaky individual said, 
“I will if you sell me your Birthright”. VA Words
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Foolishly, not valuing his Birthright, 
Esau agreed with Jacob to exchange it for a bowl of soup. 
We saw that Esau was a godless man. Hebrews 12v16,17. 

We are told in this wonderful chapter of Faith that 
Esau was a “profane person, as Esau, 
who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.
For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: 
for he found no place of repentance, 
though he sought it carefully with tears.”
Jacob receives the Blessing from his ageing father Isaac.
Genesis 27. Isaac was now nearing his death.
We read that his eyesight was very poor. 

He sent for Esau and told him to hunt some venison and bring him a meal. Then He would bless him as the eldest.
Esau went off to hunt.

Rebekah had overheard this and now planned that Jacob should receive the blessing in place of Esau.

Remember, she had been told by God 
that the older son will serve the younger. Gen 25v23.
She prepared a meal for Jacob to give to his father 
before Esau could return.
She clothed Jacob with Esau’s clothes and put fur skins on his hands and his neck so that Isaac would think he was hairy Esau. 

Jacob presented himself to Isaac pretending to be Esau.

And Jacob said unto his father, “I am Esau thy first born; 
I have done according as thou badest me: 
arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, 
that thy soul may bless me.” Genesis 27v19.
Isaac calls Jacob near and feels his skin. 

“It is hairy, but your voice sounds like that of Jacob.”
Isaac smells his clothes and decides that it is Esau.

Isaac is deceived and blesses Jacob thinking he is Esau.

Jacob leaves, having received the blessing.
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Esau returns and presents himself to Isaac.

Isaac has to tell Esau that he cannot bless him as the elder son because he has blessed his brother, Jacob.

However, Isaac does give a blessing to Esau.

We read in Hebrews 12v20,  “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.”
Although Rebekah, sinfully, helped Isaac 
trick his dying father into passing on the blessing to him. 
It was in God’s Plan that Jacob should receive it. Gen 25v23.
It was said unto her, “The elder shall serve the younger.
13 As it is written (Malachi 1v2), 
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.
14 What shall we say then? 

Is there unrighteousness with God? 
God forbid. Malachi 1v2.
Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob.
We cannot fully fathom God’s Electing Grace.

How God loves those sinners who He will save, yet have a Holy hatred for those He has chosen not to save.
We are not sure how God would have achieved His plan that Isaac should bless Jacob and not Esau but we must not take things into our own hands like Rebekah and Jacob did.
Esau was very angry when he discovered 
that his father had blessed Jacob with his Birthright blessing. 
He felt sorry for himself and planned to kill his brother. 
Although He showed remorse he had no repentance towards God.
How Can We Avoid Being Like Esau? VA
1. Guard your soul. Respect God’s truth, avoid flippancy, 
attend church regularly, listen carefully with the ‘ears’ of your soul, 
seek and find forgiveness by believing in the Saviour. VA1
2. Value your Gospel privileges. God has shown us His great love for sinners by sending His Son to die on Calvary VA2
so that we can be forgiven of all our sin. John 3v16.
Ask, “Have I responded to God’s 
gracious Gospel call to repentance and faith in Christ?”
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3. Don’t count on, or presume, on God’s blessings. VA3
These are not ours’ by ‘right’ but are only given to 
those who seek and find Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour.
We all deserve God’s Holy wrath and judgement.
It is our responsibility to repent and believe.

We have all heard the Gospel Call to repentance and faith.

4. Don’t leave it until later. VA4
Now is the time to repent and believe. 
If we leave it today, it could be too late, and then we will miss God’s blessing of Eternal Life.    
Do not sell your share in God’s Eternal Plan of Salvation.

See Matthew 25: - 
The Lord’s parables concerning the Kingdom of God.
      The 10 Virgins waiting for the Bridegroom. – 5 foolish, 5 wise.
      The misuse of God given talents. – Ignoring the Gospel Call.

      The judgement of unbelievers at the Last Day’
Esau missed out on God’s Eternal Blessing – Heaven.

He had wasted his Birthright. He had rejected God.

But Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did not. Luke 13v28.
The Lord Jesus said, “There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth,  when ye shall see  Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.”                                                                                  
Important Lesson for us today: 
Satan’s aim is to keep us distracted from knowing God’s forgiveness. 
He wants us to miss out on receiving God’s promises. 

We can live our lives thinking that the most important things are possessions – money, clothes, gadgets; 
or fun - enjoying this world’s sinful, empty experiences. 
Satan is very pleased when we foolishly waste so much of our time on social media; 
and he is happy when we look away from God to these things for our satisfaction (knowing that these will never satisfy our eternal souls).
So, let us look towards The Lord Jesus Christ; 
Only He can give true fulfilment and lasting soul satisfaction, 
through His Gospel promise of forgiveness 
– now and for Eternity. 
