Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 29
God’s Plan for Finding Isaac’s Wife.
Teaching Notes
This week we learn how Abraham, and Isaac faithfully followed God’s way to find Isaac a Wife. Abraham’s servant said, “Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham …  Who has led me to the house                  of my master’s brethren”.                        Genesis 24v27.
Abraham Obeys God’s Rules to Find Isaac a Wife
This lesson will help us make informed decisions using discernment based on Biblical principles.

If we know the Lord as our Saviour, then God expects us to seek His will and use His principles to make important decisions. 

So, we need to read His Word and learn its’ principles.

Background to Finding God’s Choice of Isaac’s Wife.
God had promised Abraham that from him a great nation would come, which numbered more than the sand of the sea or the stars, and through his descendants, a Saviour, to come.

Yet Abraham and Sarah were childless,
and Sarah, at 90, beyond childbearing age.    
God blessed their faithfulness, 
and Isaac was born to them in their old age.
God had kept His Promise to them. God always does.
Isaac, now a grown man, needed a wife. The right wife.
So that God’s promise will be kept through time.

So that we would be blessed with a Saviour.

Finding the Right Wife Was A Very Important Choice. 
- Needing Much Prayer for God’s Guidance.
Following God’s principles for discernment.
Left to ourselves we will place emphasis on the wrong things.

Beauty, Attractiveness, Health, Wealth etc,

Like Isaac, we must look on the heart, like God does.
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Let us explore some possible answers: -

1. A Wife for Isaac?                    VA Envelope 1
Locally, from among the Canaanites?

Benefit of setting up diplomatic relations.

Establishing peace and friendship.

2. A Wife for Isaac?                    VA Envelope 2
Someone who is beautiful or very wealthy?

3. A Wife for Isaac?                    VA Envelope 3
The one who is God’s choice?

One who will please the Lord and be part of the promised blessing.

4. Our big decisions?                  VA Envelope 4
We must avoid just pleasing ourselves.

God will guide us if we love Him.

So, let us see how Abraham, Isaac, and Eliezer 
approached this very important decision.

Remember, the working out of God’s Promise to Abraham depended on faithfully following God’s guidance.

1. Father of many nations.
2. A Promised Land for God’s People – The Hebrews.
3. A Saviour to come in due time.

Abraham, Isaac, and Eliezer (Abraham’s Servant)
prayed for God’s guidance to find Isaac the right wife.
Faithful Abraham knew that Isaac’s wife must come from his godly relatives back in Haran, 
and not from the local, idol-worshipping, Canaanites.
Both Abraham and Isaac believed that God would direct Eliezer to God’s choice. The woman of His choice.

What a mistake it would have been for Isaac to marry a Canaanite Idol worshipper? 
This would cause God’s promise to fail.
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If we are a believer and feel led to get married, then the person we marry must have the same beliefs as us.

Can you imagine the conflict of opposing beliefs?

Last Wednesday at the Bible Study I listed a number of reasons we should look for in finding a Sound Church.
What it believes. Its’ practices in worship.

The majority of the principles overlap with finding God’s will for finding a wife (or a woman finding a husband).

So, patient, prayerful Isaac knew that he must stay in the Promised Land, believing that God would provide.
Just as He had believed when Abraham was about to sacrifice him. A substitute male lamb was found.
Eliezer was Abraham’s faithful steward See Genesis 15v2. 
He knew that God looks on the heart.
This is important to remember. 

The Lord always sees our motives and desires.
So, how could Eliezer Discover 
the young lady who was God’s Choice?
He left Abraham and Isaac with a confident spirit.

He had witnessed God’s answer to Abraham’s prayers over past years. He knew about God’s guidance and protection.
Arriving just outside Haran, he stopped at the well.    VA Picture
He prayed that the woman who God had chosen, 
would come to the well, show Christian kindness, 
and willingness to serve by offering, 
to draw water for his very thirsty camels. 
Eliezer looked for this as a confirming sign from God.
This would be a test to reveal her character.

We must be careful when looking for confirmation of God’s will. We must employ His rules for discernment.
About 40 years ago I was in a small church 
and one of the male members was made redundant.
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He had 2 options: -
1. Re-train as a Teacher and stay local and continue as a serving member of the church.

2. OR, remain in his area of expertise and move to Aberdeen, in Scotland, and get a job in the Gas exploration industry in the North Sea.

He applied and flew to Aberdeen for a job interview. 
Thick cloud covered Aberdeen airport 
and the plane had to circle to see if a break in 
the cloud would allow it to land safely.
This man prayed, “If the plane can land and I get offered the job then I will know that this is the Lord’s will”.
The cloud opened, the plane landed, he got the job offer. 
So, he accepted it, believing it was God’s will.
Soon he and his wife left our church and moved to Aberdeen.
This was a loss of 1/5th of the members of the church.
Sadly, as far as I am aware, to this day, 
he has not found a faithful church to attend.

So, did he seek the Lord’s will correctly?

No. A major factor would have been a faithful church to attend. 
Without this he should not have moved.

God tested him and he failed the test. 
He had selfishly followed his own will.
God Answered Eliezer’s Prayer Wonderfully. VA Picture
Sometimes God delays in answering our prayers.
We need to learn patient and be very earnest in prayer.

Providentially, Rebekah, the unmarried daughter of Bethuel, Abraham’s brother’s son, came to the well to draw water.
Eliezer only asked for a drink of water for himself,          
but Rebekah showed her Christian spirit, offering to draw water for not only Eliezer, but for his servants and for his ten camels, and also kindly offered accommodation for Eliezer at her father’s house.
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Can you imagine how much water 
she had to draw to satisfy the 10 thirsty camels!
Eliezer knew that Rebekah was God’s choice, 
because all the test criteria had been met. And more!

Eliezer saw in Rebekah one who loved the Lord.
The fact that she generously offered to water his camels revealed her heart, her true character.

He saw unselfish graciousness. What she was really like.

He thanked the Lord for so wonderfully answering 
his prayer, ‘exceeding abundantly’.

Rebekah, her father Bethuel, and Laban – her brother, all acknowledged that this was God’s Sovereign will and plan for her. 

She obediently agreed to leave home immediately to travel to Isaac in The Promised Land and become his wife.

Meanwhile Isaac Patiently and Prayerfully Awaits 
the Arrival of His Bride.

He remained faithful. Waiting patiently for God to provide.

He did not act with impatience in seeking to satisfy himself with a local bride, beautiful as many of them were.

How often we are impatient, wanting our own way. 

Often going against good advice of parents and friends.
Pushing past God’s principles to get our own way.
We find Isaac out in the fields, working, 
yet in patient earnest prayer.                            VA
Then he saw on the horizon the camel train of Eliezer 
and so would soon see Rebekah, 
knowing that she was God’s perfect choice for him.
Isaac welcomed Rebekah. 
She became his wife. He loved her and she loved him. VA
Yet they had no children for 20 years. A test of faith.
Then they had twins, which we will learn of next week.
So, God’s promise to Abraham 
continued to be kept through Isaac and Rebekah.
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God always keeps His promises.
If we become a Christian and Love and Obey God,
 then He Will Guide Us Through Our Prayers.
God never changes. So, we have the same God today 

that heard and answered the prayers for guidance made by Abraham, Eliezer, Isaac and Rebekah.

If we love the Lord, then we will want to know and follow His plan for our lives because He has loved us and died on the cross to save us from the guilt of our sins.
You may not yet be thinking about a wife.

But you do have choices to make in your education.

1. What subjects and courses to study?

Do they meet God’s rules and approval?

2. What University or Further Education establishment should I attend?

Is there a faithful Church nearby?

Can I find a course that allows me to stay at EDT?

3. What career or job should I aim for?

Would the Lord be pleased to stand by my side?
Will it allow me to worship on the Lord’s Day?

Is it a wholesome job? One that God would approve of.
                                                                              VA

The Apostle Paul encourages us in Galatians 3v16-19 “That He (God), would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; 

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love.

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.
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“The love of Christ passeth (our) knowledge, …. He is able to do ‘exceeding abundantly’ above all we ask or think, according to His power ….” Ephesians 3v19-20.     VA
“Be careful for nothing (do not worry); but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”                                          Philippians 4 v5.                                                    VA
Important Lesson for us today: 
The choosing of Isaac’s wife may sound as if it was an ‘arranged’ marriage.   It was not – They both loved God, and each other, and knew it was His will.  Christians know that God has a plan for their lives, and He wants them to follow His principles in their life.                  An important life decision can be marriage, but remaining single and chaste is perfectly acceptable with God. 
For a Christian to be truly happy they must first be content with knowing the Lord as their Saviour whether single (like Paul) or married (Philippians 4v11). 
Being single is as great a blessing as being married.                   Yet if marriage is a Christian’s calling, it is important to seek direction and guidance from God, and follow it obediently, or great unhappiness can follow. 
Of course, physical attraction, love and affections are involved, but a Christian should only marry a Christian (of the opposite sex) with the same beliefs.
