Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 25
Revision of Lessons 18 – 24 Teaching Notes
This week we remind ourselves of Paul’s conversion and the people he spoke to of Christ.
The Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 1v21.
“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain”.
From Conversion on the Damascus Road to Roman Prison.
Saul of Tarsus is Converted, 
God Calls Him to Become The Apostle Paul.
Who was Saul of Tarsus? What was his attitude to Christ?
Saul, a proud Pharisee, was determinedly set against 
The Lord Jesus Christ and His followers.

He looks after the coats of those who stone Stephen to death.

He asks for letters to take to Damascus to arrest 
and oppose the believers who were there. Acts 9v1,2.
“And Saul yet breathing out threatening’s and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.”
BUT, on the way he is met by the Risen Christ.

A light brighter than the noon-day sun blinds him. Acts 9v3,4.
What happened to Paul on the way to Damascus?

Ask questions of what was said and by whom.
And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: 
and suddenly there shone round about him a light from heaven:             
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him,      “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?”
The Lord changes his heart and gives him faith.
And he said, “Who art thou, Lord? “ 

And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: 
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.”

And he trembling, and astonished said, 

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”

And the Lord said unto him, 

“Arise, and go into the city, 

and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”
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What change do we see in Saul/Paul?         Now humbled. 
     He repents and believes - is converted to faith in Jesus Christ.
His name is changed to Paul,
He is called to be an Apostle. One who has seen the Risen Christ.

He is taken blind to Damascus and one, Ananias, is sent to him.
His sight is restored, and they worship the Lord together.

God sends him on 3 missionary journeys 
preaching The Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.
Inspired by God The Holy Spirit, Paul wrote – Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and Hebrews.

Paul travels to Philippi. Who did he meet by the riverside?
He met Lydia and other devout women 
who worshipped God by the riverside. Acts 16v14.
But they had not heard of the Saviour, God’s Son and His death upon the Cross of Calvary to save sinners like them.

What happened to Lydia?

The Holy Spirit wonderfully changed Lydia’s heart, 
opened it to receive spiritual truth,

giving her faith which enabled her to repent and believe. 
She was Born Again. 

She was Saved and Changed and was Baptised. Believers Baptism.

As a believer she supported Paul financially.
Being like us, dead in trespasses and sins, it was necessary for the Lord to ‘open’ Lydia’s heart, renewing her spiritual capability. Enabling her to repent of all her sin by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour and Lord.
That He had died as her substitute on the cross, 

taking away the guilt of her sin.

Paul then gets into trouble. 
What did he do for the demon possessed girl? Turns him out.
She had been used by evil men to make money by fortune telling.

What happens to Paul? 

He is arrested and thrown into prison with Silas.

But they know that all things work together for their good.
Romans 8v28, “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His purpose.”
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They were beaten and thrown into the innermost prison.

Dark, cold, wet, stinking, rat-infested, feet in stocks.

What was their feelings towards God?
We note that they did not blame God.

In fact, they praised God, singing hymns until midnight.

How did God intervene? – An earthquake shakes the prison.


The doors are opened, their shackles brake.

They and all the other prisoners are free to escape. 

But they did not.
The Philippian Jailor had heard their praise to God 
but now feared for his life. He took a sword to take his life.

Paul stops him, “Do thyself no harm, we are all here.
”What happens to the Jailor?
The Jailor is Converted - A​ Complete Change of Behaviour.
What did the Jailor ask?

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

What was the answer?

“Repent and believe and thou shalt be saved.”
How do we know the Jailor was truly save?
The harsh, cruel jailer became kind and compassionate. 
- ready to serve and care. 

Again, a mighty converting work of the Holy Spirit.

He and others in his house were baptised.
We note that all sorts of people can be saved. Even you.
Paul visits Athens. What does he find there? Describe?

Everyone is superstitious.

So many idols to a multitude of ‘gods’.

All figments of men’s imagination.

In case they have missed one out they even have a plinth 

– To The Unknown God.

Paul boldly declares To The Athenians, 
The One true God, the Only God Who Can Be Known.
The Bible clearly tells of The One True God. 
One that we can know, personally.
The One that made us and has given us life and a soul.

Many believed and were saved.

What did Paul find at Ephesus? Superstitious Idol Worship.
Who were they superstitiously worshipping? 
Diana – Goddess of the Ephesians
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Why are these idol gods of no help?

Made by men, being dead, they cannot save.
All man-made gods are worthless. Empty superstition. 
Have you made your own god? Our own idol?

What did Paul do?

Paul Declares 
The Salvation of Jesus Christ to the Ephesians.
Paul preaches the Gospel, and many believe in Christ as Saviour.

Paul returns to Jerusalem. 

to report on his 3rd Missionary Journey. AD55
What happens? How do the Pharisees respond?
The Pharisees stir up the crowd against Paul.


He is arrested for his safety. 


Taken to Caesarea. Held in House Arrest.

Who does Paul appear before? The Roman Governor, Felix.
What does Paul say to Felix? Paul Defends His Faith before him.
How did Felix respond on hearing of God’s Judgement to come?
The mighty Felix trembled. 
knowing he deserved God’s judgment.

Did Felix repent? No, he repeatedly refused to repent.
Then he hardened his heart, even though
he will have to face God’s Final Judgement without a Saviour.
Do we think of Judgement Day?

Paul, as a Roman Citizen, appeals to Cesar, is taken to Rome

Held under House Arrest.
On his 3rd Missionary Journey 
Paul had preached at Colossae. 
Who believed ? Philemon.
Philemon is converted and a church is set up in his house.

Who was a slave to Philemon? Onesimus.
What does Onesimus want? Freedom.
 He steals money and runs away thinking he will be free. 
Does Onesimus find freedom? 
No. He is troubled to find himself a ‘slave’ to his sin. 
He soon runs out of money and loses his ‘friends’.

Decides to seek out Paul in Rome. AD60
Is Paul angry with Onesimus?

No. Paul, fully aware of Onesimus’ sinful life, speaks to him of his need to repent and believe in Jesus Christ, The only Saviour of Lost Sinners.
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What is Onesimus’ response?

Onesimus listens - believes, repents, 
and finds forgiveness from The Lord.  
Paul sends him back to Philemon as a useful servant.

How does Paul ask Philemon to receive Onesimus?


To be accepted as a brother in Christ.

Although still a slave they worship together as one in Christ.

Can You Spot The Different Patterns 
in The Following Experiences?
1. Paul, and all those who believed, had their hearts changed 
by the quickening power of God, the Holy Spirit, which

enabled them to humbly approach the Lord
in sincere repentance and believing faith. 
Essential for Salvation.
Who have we learnt about those who were saved?
Paul, Lydia, Philippian Jailor, Philemon, Onesimus.

The Bible tells us that this work of the Holy Spirit,                 is ‘being born again’.
2. Who trembled but refused to repent and believe?
Felix, and all who stubbornly choose 
not to believe in the Saviour, 
are responsible for hardening their hearts, 
and so will be eternally lost. Hebrews 3v7-10
Do not follow Felix to Judgement – 
Seek the Lord now with all your heart.

“Behold, now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation”.   2 Cor 6v2. 
Paul wrote in Ephesians 2v1, 
“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” and v8,9, 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast”.              
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If Time permits

Important Lesson for us today: 
The importance of faithful Christian witness. 
When we have some good, life changing, news 



we want to share it with all we meet. 
Becoming a Christian is the chief life changing experience, 
and the Lord asks each of us who are His, to share the Gospel         
(the good news of salvation), to all that we meet.  
Paul, without fear of the consequences, with great courage and trust in his Lord, shared it even with those who could physically harm him such as the Jailer and Felix.  
His concern for their eternal security (and to please his Lord), outweighed the cost and the Lord blessed him for it. 
His attitude was to live for Christ whilst looking forward to his reward in Heaven.  
If we truly love the Lord, let us not be selfish and keep it to ourselves but prayerfully, in love and care,  use our testimony to point others to the Saviour. 
Our lives must show the great change that has been wrought in us by the Holy Spirit.                                                         
Matthew 10v32,33. The wonderful promise of the Lord. “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven.                                                                         But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven.”
