Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 24
Runaway Slave, Onesimus, Finds Salvation
Teaching Notes

This week we learn how Onesimus ran away to Rome yet found faith in The Lord Jesus Christ.
Onesimus Runs Away and Meets Paul in Rome.
Onesimus lived at Colossae, not far from Ephesus. 

He is a slave to Philemon.

He was a teenager – about your age.
As a slave he was not free to come and go as he pleased.

He was owned by Philemon, at his beck and call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, without any holidays.

Imagine his life. Up very early before sunrise. Late to bed.

Hard work. A large house, many rooms.

Many chores – Light the fires, fetch water,  
    help prepare the food, serve at table, clear up, wash up.

Clean the bedrooms.

All the dirty jobs.

If he did anything wrong, then he would be beaten, 
given extra work, and maybe not fed.

Onesimus became very unhappy with his life as a slave.

“If only I could escape.” “I want freedom”.
He knew that if he ran away and was caught it could mean severe punishment or even death.
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· Onesimus – A Slave to Philemon in Colossae: -
· Paul had visited Colossae and preached the Gospel there. 
The glorious Gospel message of God the Son, leaving Heaven to come as a servant. Humbling himself as a Perfect Man.
Even allowing Himself to be falsely accused, hated, and scoffed at, evilly treated, nailed to a Roman Cross 
to die the slow, cruel, and painful death of crucifixion.

When you hear the Gospel preached and taught, 
do you wonder, and marvel, at the love of God and 
  His wonderful plan to save us who are slaves to our sin?
· This moved Philemon. 

He heard the call to repentance and faith, 
to come to Christ, and the Holy Spirit gave him faith, 

working in his heart and soul. 

He was converted and he became a new person in Christ.

A changed man. A Christian.
All true coverts show changed hearts. 

Evidence of true conversion.

Old ways are put behind them.

They seek to grow more Christ-like every day.

  This is called Sanctification – Growing in Grace.
Is this in your experience? 

Has your soul heard this call?

This Gospel call is the same today as it was 2,000 years ago.
· Before Philemon’s conversion he was harsh and cruel.
He would frequently and happily have his slaves beaten.
· BUT after his conversion, 
Philemon immediately became a kind and fair man.

Even to all his slaves. He showed the love of Christ to them.
· If any became believers, 
then they would be his brother or sister in Christ. 
They would worship together as equals.
· Philemon would want all of them to be saved.

· Onesimus had also heard Paul preach the Gospel and his call to find freedom from the guilt of sin through repentance.
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· But he wanted to be physically ‘free’.

To be his own boss. Decide for himself how he would live.
Surely, this would be much better! 

Far better than staying as a slave with Philemon, 

even though he had noticed the great change in his master since his conversion.

Maybe you have had thoughts of being free.


Away from parental control and their oversight.


Free to make your own decisions.

Maybe with a desire to run away from God and Church.

But stop. Learn a lesson from this historical account.
· Onesimus Runs Away: -
·   He steals money from his master, 
      and runs away – thinking, ‘I am free’. ‘I am free’.
·   His stolen money soon ran out 

    and living in fear of being caught,              

 he hid, slept rough, and stole to eat. VA Rough Sleeper
·   Things got progressively worse – 
     So, he decided to head for Rome.

· Onesimus Comes To His Senses: -
·   He realised being ‘free’ 
      had made him a ‘slave of sin’ – sad and miserable.
  It was certainly not the happy freedom that he had thought it was going to be. 
· He found the people around him to be 
cruel, unkind, greedy, selfish, and heartless.
     He needed a friend to help him.
·   Knowing that Paul was in Rome, 
        he seeks him out and finds him.
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Have you ever stopped to think of 
why events happen in your life?

The Lord is Sovereign 
and is in control of all things which happen.

Nothing happens outside His permissive will.

These events can work out to be a blessing to our souls and change the direction of our lives.

It maybe that at times you have thought not to come to church or College Class – but you came.

An encounter with some challenging event, 
or a challenging conversation with a believer.

These are interventions by our Loving God for the benefit of your souls and your eternal good.

It was a Divine intervention 
that caused Onesimus to seek out Paul in Rome.
· Paul is a Prisoner, 
Now Under House Arrest in Rome (AD60)
· Having been arrested in AD55 in Jerusalem for his safety, 
taken to Caesarea to appear before the Roman   Governor Felix, 
then before King Agrippa, 
(who said to Paul, “Almost thou persuadest me to become a Christian”, Acts 26v28) 
Paul, as a Roman Citizen appealed to Cesar. 
· So, Paul was taken to Rome as a prisoner 
and placed under house arrest.

He is allowed visitors, spends time writing letters – 
many preserved for us in the New Testament.
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· Paul Treats Onesimus with Friendliness and Compassion: -
· Paul, fully aware of Onesimus’ sinful life, speaks to him of his need to repent and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, The Saviour of Lost Sinners.

· Paul explains how God’s love in sending His Son to die on Calvary’s cross, was for all who repent, 
who recognise that they are living as ‘slaves to sin’.

· Onesimus listens - is convicted of his sin, 
responds with repentance and faith – 
his heart is changed by God, 
so, becoming ‘a new person in Christ’.
· Paul sends Onesimus to Philemon with a letter – exhorting him to forgive Onesimus, 
to receive him back as a fellow believer – 
one who used to be ‘unprofitable’,

would now, as a believer, be a ‘useful’ person.

·   Paul had confidence in his friend Philemon 
to welcome Onesimus back and treat him kindly.
· Consider These Four Thoughts: -
1. We want to be free, our own boss,– 
BUT really, we are ‘slaves’ to our sinful ways.
Our mind is often filled with sinful thoughts: -

    What we see on TV, films, social media.

    Maybe dirty and suggestive jokes.

    The desire for more of it.

Satan , the enemy of your soul places these thoughts   and temptations in your way. But at an eternal cost.
We become his slave. 

He wants to frustrate God’s call to us.
Wants us to enjoy sin. 
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2. Are you dissatisfied with life like The Prodigal Son was? Luke 15v17-21
You remember the parable of the Prodigal (wayward) Son. He left home with half his father’s money.

He squandered it with so called ‘friends’ until it was all gone. 

No satisfaction now. Cold, hungry, no real friends.

So hungry that he ate the pig’s food.

Then he came to his senses. 

He said to himself, “Are not the servants in my father’s house living better lives than I am?”

“I repent and will return and ask my father to forgive 
me and let me be one of his servants.”

‘I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.”’  Luke 15v18-19
3. This world offers many experiences, 
       but none of them satisfy our eternal souls.

4. Has the Lord convicted you of your sinful ways? 
Do you feel you have offended God?

Is your soul troubled by your sin?

Such that you want to come to the Lord Jesus, 
the Saviour, for forgiveness, and new life; 
to be freed from the guilt slavery of your sin; 

to live as His obedient servant and so enjoy Him for ever.

Come now, turn from your sin. 
Do not wait until sin has ruined your life and soul.
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David prayed, “I acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin”.                                      Psalm 32v5.
 Important Lesson for us today: 
There are only two ways we can live our lives – 
Our own way - selfishly following this sinful world, 
thinking we are free to do whatever we want, 
reaping the rewards of soul dissatisfaction. 
OR we can seek God’s help to live His Way. 
God’s Way is through obediently repenting 
and having faith in The Lord Jesus Christ. 
This brings real joy to our lives 
and gives us certain hope that we will enjoy God for ever.

Note: Onesimus only lived up to the meaning of his name (Useful) after he was saved.      
If we are the Lord’s – 
We must ask ourselves, “Am I useful to Him?”
If we are not yet the Lord’s, Seek Him now.
