Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 23
Paul before Felix
This week we learn how Paul faithfully and bravely testified of his faith in The Lord Jesus Christ.
Teaching Notes

As Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance (self-control), and judgement to come, Felix trembled…     Acts 24 v 25

Paul Defends His Faith Before The Roman Governor, Felix.
· Paul Returns to Jerusalem AD55
from his 3rd Missionary Journey: -
· He reports back to the Jerusalem Church 
· Updating them on the results of his 3rd missionary journey. 
· And the success of his preaching The Gospel of Christ to Jews and Gentiles. Richly blessed by the Lord.
Paul meets strong opposition from unbelieving Jews. 
They were determined to keep to the OT teaching and would not accept that Christ had now come to fulfil all the promises, types, and pictures which God had given to them and us in the Old Testament. 

They wanted to remain Jewish and not become Christians.

They rejected Christ as the promised Messiah.
So, Paul was arrested.
The Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him. Acts 21v27
These said to the people,        
‘Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men everywhere against the people, and against the law …’ (see Acts 21v28)
They sought to take the law into their own hands. 

They hated his message and planned to kill Paul.
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They had the same hatred that the Pharisees had against the Lord Jesus.

· Paul was arrested for his safety.

He had testified to his faith in Jesus Christ. 
As a Roman citizen he is sent, under a guard of 200 soldiers, to the Roman Governor Felix. 

The Jewish leaders led by Ananias the High Priest   employed Tertullus, a lawyer, to present their case before the Roman governor, Felix.    VA Picture
Tertullus starts by buttering up Felix 

to get him on his side.

Praising him for being a very good ruler, keeping the peace which they all enjoyed, for his worthy deeds of kindness done for the Jews.

The charges he raised against the Apostle were: -

Firstly, that Paul had created great disturbances among the people throughout the empire, 
an offence against the Roman government.
This man is a threat to peace, he must be dealt with.
Secondly, that he was a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes, an agitator, a mover of sedition.
Disturbing the Jews in the exercise of their religion, which was guaranteed by the Roman state. 
Introducing new gods, 
a thing prohibited by the Romans.
Paul was not a leader of a sect. 

He preached the truth about God and the Saviour.
Neither was Jesus Christ, although He came from Nazareth and is called in scripture a Nazarene, He was not a leader of the sect now known as Nazarenes.
Paul did not draw attention to himself but                    pointed all people to the Lord Jesus as Saviour.
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And thirdly, that Paul attempted to profane the temple,   a crime which the Jews were permitted to punish.
All these were false charges.
· Felix – The Roman Governor of Judea
Who was he?    VA A
·  Ruthless – he had been born a slave but had risen to this exalted position through cunning manipulation and bribery.
Trampling on others who got in his way.
He relished in the grandeur of his office.

Earlier, he had had a Chief Priest put to death because he had criticised him.
·  Powerful – he lived in Caesarea, in the palace that King Herod had built. 

This Herod was the son of King Herod the Great, who lived at the time of Christ’s birth. 
Felix also had a garrison of Roman soldiers to protect and support him. 
·  Ambitious – The history books tell us that he was corrupt, cruel, a cheat, selfish, and greedy.
· Paul – The Prisoner Speaks: - 
· Paul defends himself, explaining that 12 days ago he had gone to Jerusalem to meet with his friends and tell them about his Gospel preaching in Asia – Ephesus etc.

· He claims that his motives are pure – to glorify his God, and that he did not cause any trouble at Jerusalem.

· Nor had he roused up the people to cause a commotion.
· “One thing I did say was that I believed in the resurrection of the dead, for my Saviour, Jesus Christ, having been crucified and dead, rose again the 3rd day.”
· It is for this reason that I am brought here before you today. Acts 24v21.
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· Felix put Paul under house arrest, allowing him some liberty of movement.

· Paul testifies of God’s View of a Person’s Heart: -
· Paul, in a later private interview with Felix, and his wife Drusilla, a Jewess, speaks of: -    VA B
· Righteousness - God is not impressed by a persons’ achievement, but by how a person behaves – God looks at the motives of our heart – why we do something.
· Self-Control (Temperance)– Felix and his wife knew little of self-control; they always got their way. 
· Paul explained that The Lord Jesus Christ, Almighty God, selflessly gave His life on Calvary, bearing the sinners guilt, to save them, and give them His righteousness.
This required a humble, repentant, response to be saved.
· Judgement to Come - God is the ultimate Judge. 
One day He will judge everyone. 
Those who have repented in this life, believing by faith that Christ died for them on the cross, and have asked the Lord to be their Saviour will enter Heaven.
On this Judgement Day every knee will bow and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Many by faith and prior repentance, and the rest by sight – now seeing Christ the King of Kings and Judge.

When this day comes will you bow because you have earlier responded in repentance and faith OR because you now see Him, but too late to receive His mercy?
VA  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.                               Philippians 2v20
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· Felix’s Reaction: - VA C
· He Trembled – Convicted of his sin, yet he puts off repenting, saying to Paul,  
“when I have a convenient time, I will call for thee.” Acts 24v25. VA
· He hardened his heart. 
Set against repenting and believing.

Instead, he rather greedily sought a bribe of money from Paul to set him free. 
He had no thought of changing his character.          A wrong priority. A lost opportunity.
What can we learn from the response of Felix?
· Never Ignore God’s Gracious Warnings: - VA
· God says to us ‘do not admire those who have great wealth, or success in this life’.

· God has set us a target list of values 
– 100% holiness in thought, word, and deed.
· His standard is too high. We cannot keep it.
Graciously, Almighty God has provided forgiveness through One Who is perfect. 
The Lord Jesus gives us His Robe of Righteousness 
to replace our filthy rags of sin, of unrighteousness. 

· Sincerely seek the Lord in prayer 
to change your proud, selfish, rebellious hearts 
to give you a new nature of faith, 
causing you to repent your sin, and trust in Christ alone.
VA Do not run away like Felix – rejecting God’s way of forgiveness - hardening your heart, convincing yourself that you can live successfully without God, and His forgiveness. 
It is foolish to ignore God and His mercy.
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The Apostle John wrote, ‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and the truth is not in us.                                                                      1 John 1v9-10.                                          VA
Important Lesson for us today: 
If the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, we must respond – 
Coming to Bible/College Class and Church, hearing the Gospel, feeling the guilt of our sins is good – 
but if we do not respond with repentance and prayer, trusting that Jesus Christ alone can save us, 
then we are in a very dangerous place. 
Great open sins ruin a soul but so too does: - 
hearing without believing, 
listening without repentance, 
being convicted of our guilt without trusting only the Lord Jesus Christ to save us. 
We all shall be judged according to how we have responded to the Gospel.  
To hear of the way of salvation and yet neglect it,             is one of the worst sins we can commit. 
(read John 16v7-11). 
