Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 22
Paul Visits Ephesus
This week we learn how Paul confronted the Ephesians’ about their idol worship of Dianna.
‘(At Ephesus) fear (respect towards God) fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.   And many that believed came, and confessed (their sins to God)… ’ Acts 19 v17,18.

Teaching Notes

Paul Declares The Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Ephesians.
· Paul on his 3rd Missionary Journey Arrives in Ephesus (Modern Day Turkey) AD54/55
He preaches the Gospel there for 2 years.

First Commandment. No Other gods. VA

The wonderful news of how sins can be forgiven through personal faith in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

To have reconciliation with God, PEACE of soul and mind.
· Paul Finds at Ephesus: -
· Another magnificent, prosperous city, but a proud city – 
Filled with superstitious worshippers of an idol who had ‘blessed’ their city - ‘The Goddess Diana’, VA Picture
Superstitiously believed by them to be 
‘an image which had fallen down to earth from Jupiter’.
· A temple had been built in her honour, 
out of costly, beautiful white marble. VA Picture
· Every family had a silver image of her in their home 
– afraid to live without it. 
· They superstitiously paid large sums of money to Diana’s priests for ‘magic scrolls’ to ensure she would protect and help them against life’s dangers – sickness, earthquakes, etc.

· Even today many people are attracted to superstitious cults and false religions.
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Important Lesson for us today: 
Should we follow the crowd? 
OR should we have our own convictions and belief? 
The crowd is usually wrong, so do not be influenced by the evil worldliness of this age. 
Today, the vast majority reject the truth about God 
and the way of forgiveness that He has provided. 
You may not worship a physical idol, but Satan tries to confuse us with man-made religion, even to worship a ‘god’ of our own imagination.

How foolish to put one’s faith and hope in dead things, 
idols made with hands, OR imagined ‘gods’!
Where do you put your faith and hope?

· Paul Preaches: -
A New Message to the Ephesians, which is Blessed of God: -
· Paul preached the Gospel for 2 years so that
– ‘all in Asia heard, both Jew and Greek’.
· Many believed and were converted.
- trusting alone in Jesus Christ as Saviour.
A Christian Church was established at Ephesus.

Initially in the School of Tyrannus, Acts 19v9.
· Paul and his friends, Gaius, and Erastus 
    were now in great danger. 
· Gaius and Erastus were seized by the frenzied crowd and dragged into the Town Centre.

· The angry mob surrounded them 

and they were in danger of being killed.

· Paul was advised that it was 

too dangerous for him to speak to the unruly mob. 
· So, there was much opposition to the preaching of the Gospel.
Opposition encouraged by Demetrius, a silversmith.
He stood to lose his income VA Demetrius
if people were converted to trust in the Lord Jesus.
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· A Riot broke out – ‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians’ VA was chanted for two hours by a very large crowd. VA Crowd
Is it not amazing that highly intelligent people 

should spend their time, money, and resources
in daily devotion to this man-made goddess Diana!

A figment of their imagination! How silly!
But we must stop and check our own priorities.

Do we put an idol OR the Almighty God, our Creator 
at the top of our devotion and worship?

The Authorities were very concerned 
that this riot and great noise would attract the Romans. 

The crowd was eventually calmed down and dispersed.
We must ask. 
“Why did Pauls preaching cause such 
     a violent re-action in so many people at Ephesus?”

1. They were so fanatical about their religion.

The majority worshipped the goddess, Dianna.

They were very superstitious, putting trust in an idol.
They devoted their time and money to her worship.
2. They did not like the Gospel call to repentance,

To be told that they were sinners in the sight 
of the one, true, Holy God was offensive to them.

Their pride rose to the fore in their riotous behaviour.

Many today also take offense,

 claiming to be good people.

What is our response to the call to repentance?

Are we offended by it?

Does it make us angry?

Do we consider ourselves to be good people.?     
“Maybe not perfect, but not too bad.”
BUT, by Whose standard should we measure ourselves?

Surely our own standard is inadequate!
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It is like marking our own exam paper, 

and giving ourselves excellent marks.

We must accept that it is God Who examines us.

David said to the Lord,                 VA   Psalm 26v1                                        “Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity:       I have trusted also in the Lord; therefore I shall not slide.                                               Examine me, O Lord, and prove me;                                           try my reins and my heart.”
The Apostle John wrote 1 John 1v8,         VA                                      “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

· God blessed the preaching of Paul.
Such that many Jews and Gentiles believed.

· The Changed Practices of Those Who Were Converted: -
· These Now Sincerely Believed the Gospel of The Lord Jesus Christ.
· They immediately stopped believing the foolish tales about the lifeless idol Diana.
· Converted by the Holy Spirit, changed in heart.
· Now they believed and worshipped the One True God, Creator of Heaven, and Earth.

· Trusting in Jesus Christ - Who, as perfect Man, 
had died for their sin and risen again.
They Confessed Their Evil Ways To God and To Each Other.
· They confessed their evil ways in detail to God in repentant prayer, asking for forgiveness. VA
Have you done this?

· They Burned Their Books and 
Destroyed Their Silver Idols of Diana. VA Picture
· In doing this they showed their fidelity to God – 
trusting Him sincerely and wholeheartedly.
· All the past errors were disposed of, 
put behind them, even at great personal cost.
5
· Becoming a Christian Means: -
· We sincerely ask The Lord to be our Saviour and Lord, believing He died for us on the cross, VA
Taking the punishment, we deserve. .
True and sincere repentance means completely VA
leaving our old life, our old ways, our old thoughts.
We stop believing wrong ideas – 
Our own notions.

That we are good enough to enter Heaven 
without repentance and forgiveness.
· That we can live successfully without God.
· We acknowledge our heart sins to God.
(our pride, selfishness, unclean thoughts, anger, disobedience, lies, stealing, covetousness, lust)
We repent of them, seeking God’s help to hate them, and to resist when we are tempted to fall back into them. This is a life-long battle.
· We leave off all foolish superstitious notions of religion and ‘idol’ worship. Whatever we had in place of God.
· We stop looking to this world’s entertainments.
for our joy and happiness.
We must not mix the world with our walk with God.

· We read the Bible, study it carefully, listen carefully to Pastor and our teachers.

We must learn doctrine and good Christian practice.

· We pray to the Lord – asking for forgiveness every day

Asking for guidance to make correct decisions.

And discernment – To know right and wrong.
To grow in sanctification – set apart for God.
· We gladly seek to worship God, serve Him obediently – attending church, being Baptised, serving Him.
· Our friends are other Christians, especially at EDT.
6
Paul later wrote to the Ephesians from prison in Rome,  VA
“As the truth is in Jesus … 
Put off the ‘old man’ (old way of life) … 
Put on the ‘new man’, (the likeness of Christ), 
which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness”.                                                                         Ephesians 4v21-24.
