Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 21
Paul Visits Athens
Teaching Notes

This week we learn how Paul confronted the Athenians’ superstition with the Gospel of Christ.
‘He (God) hath appointed a day, in which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man (Christ) Who He hath ordained’.  Acts 17v31.
Paul Declares The Gospel of The God Who Can Be Known.
We also declare unto you the God Who can be known.

As we go through this lesson I want you to ask yourself – 

“Do I know God?” “Do I know Him personally?”
A very deep, profound, and searching question.

How amazing that Almighty, Sovereign God, 
Creator and Sustainer of all things should make it possible for each of us to know Him personally.

· The Apostle Paul Arrives in Athens, 
Ahead of Silas and Timothy. 
He Finds: -
·  Athens to be a magnificent and prosperous city, 
a cultural capital of that time. AD50/51
The centre of Philosophy, Literature, Science, and Art.

But, for all their knowledge, they were Idolators.
·  Many people thronged the streets – 
debating the latest philosophies and ideas of men.
·  They felt very superior in their knowledge – 
keen to show this off in discussions and debates.
This is very similar to our society today – 
even we would rather talk than listen.
There is much said today on TV, Radio, Social Media, etc. about all sorts of subjects and ideas.
2
But we must ask, “Is it true?” “Of what value is it?”
Only truth has real and lasting value!
You will, no doubt, have observed that there is very little about the Truth of God and Bible Truth.

If anyone speaks of religion, 
even Christianity, they are not true believers. 

We know this by what they say and what they do not say.

In modern day discussions we have the concepts of: -
False News, Disinformation, Conspiracy Theories, 
Biased Views, False Claims, Outright Lies.
These are all lies of one sort or another.
Today’s Media is a vehicle for man’s ideas. Evil ideas.
No recognition of God. In fact, the opposite – No God.

Not even a thought of an ‘Unknown God’.
We know that lies are based on the error that came just after Creation when Satan said to Adam and Eve, 


“Hath God said?”
Satan, a fallen angel, is the ‘Father of Lies’.
The Lord Jesus rebuked the Pharisees,    VA

“Ye are of your father the devil, 

and the lusts of your father ye will do. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:      for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  John 18v4.
God is the ‘God of Truth’. God is the Author of Truth.
Paul wrote in Romans 3v4, 

“Let God be true, but every man a liar.”
· We see that Paul is Very Sad, 
as he observes the Athenians.
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He is Troubled in His Soul at What He Finds: -
· The Athenians are given over to superstitious idolatry –
many idols – gods and goddesses. 
Superstition – 
Any belief or practice considered to be irrational or supernatural, attributed to - fate, magic, or chance,           to perceived supernatural influence, or                                       fear of that which is unknown.
It is commonly applied to beliefs and practices surrounding luck, amulets (lucky charms), astrology, fortune telling, spirits, and certain paranormal entities, particularly the belief that future events can be foretold by specific unrelated prior events.

Today, many people are superstitious.

There are many idols – some in false religions: -


e.g. Roman Catholic, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist , etc.
Some today have invented their own ‘gods’.

A sports star, pop star, TV personality, etc.

An idea – Evolution, Atheism, etc.

As a boy we had a wood and coal fire. 
It was my job to gather wood for it from our orchard.

But my mother would be very, very, angry if I brought Elderwood into the house, as she considered that this would bring bad luck upon the household. She was adamant.
Are you Superstitious?

How silly to have an idol as a ‘god’?
God has given us His Law – 10 Commandments

Exodus 20 and repeated in Deuteronomy 5.
“Thou shalt have none other gods before Me.

Thou shalt not make thee any graven image,             or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath,                                           or that is in the waters beneath the earth:”
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“Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God.
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.”
Back to Paul at Athens and their false gods: -

They had built temples to each of these.

Amongst these the Bible mentions: -   VA
Epicureans – Seekers of pleasure.
“You only live once, so live it up, do what you want.”
Epicureanism is a system of philosophy founded around 307BC, based upon the teachings
of the ancient Greek philosopher Epicurus. 

Stoics – Happiness through living virtuously.  VA
“Live a clean life. Do the best you can.”

“Don’t worry if you make a mistake, 

pick yourself up and carry on”.

“Be unmoved by joy or grief.”
“Love is more important than Law”.
Stoicism is a system of philosophy founded around 
300BC, based upon the teachings
  of the ancient Greek Cypriot philosopher Zeno.
· Like today, the people of Athens loved gossip, fables, 
keen to hear something new.
Todays’ Media is full of chat shows, and banal social gossip.
· Paul sees temples and idols for every false god, VA Picture
In ancient Greek religion and mythology, the twelve Olympians are the major deities of the Greek Pantheon, commonly considered to be Zeus, Poseidon, Hera, Demeter, Aphrodite, Athena, Artemis, Apollo, Ares, Hephaestus, Hermes, and either Hestia or Dionysus.
Often men and women who have lived and are now dead.
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They were called Olympians because, 
according to tradition, they resided on Mount Olympus.

There were also many other gods/goddesses that were worshipped.
So many that even a shrine inscribed ‘TO THE UNKNOWN GOD’ 
– just in case they had missed out a ‘god’. Superstition.
· Paul Immediately Preaches The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and How God can be Known.
On Mars Hill he brings to them the truth about 
The One, True, Living God – 
The God of the Bible. 
He has made Himself known to us through the Bible.
The Gospel of Christ (as we teach you each week): -
1.  A Saviour had come. Jesus Christ 

God The Son. Perfect God and Perfect Man.

2. To take the punishment for their sin, 

if they would repent and believe in Him.

3. He rose again the 3rd day.

Victorious over sin, Hell, and death.

4.  Now ascended to Heaven to represent                           all believers before His Father’s Throne. 

5.  He promised to return in Judgement. 

The One True Creator God Who can be known personally.
· What a Gracious Message! – 
God’s readiness to forgive us all our sin. 
Without anger. Ready to bypass His Holy Judgement.

How silly to ignore His Gracious offer of Forgiveness.
· What a Serious Message! – 
How foolish to make up our own ‘god’, ignoring our Creator.
David knew his God personally and wrote in Psalm 14: -

“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.                            They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,                  there is none that doeth good.                                                                     The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God,                                                       They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one”
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· What a Factual Message! – 
God’s Perfect Son, Jesus Christ, 
He Who died on the cross in the place of sinners, 
He Who had risen again, 
He Who calls us to repent and believe so as to be saved, 
and not be judged by God in The Final Judgement to come.

He Who has promised to come again at the end of time.

Judgement Day
· We Note The Varied Reactions of the People: -
· Some laughed – 


Mocking and scornful to Paul and God. ‘You are babblers’.

Are you afraid of your school friends, family, or others?

  They are lost without knowing the One True God.
· Some delayed – 


A polite excuse - ‘We will go away and think about this’.

  Do you put off coming to Christ?
 
  Beware, tomorrow may never come. 




Today is the Day of Salvation. Come now.
· Some believed – 


A few acknowledged their sin, repented, and believed 

  in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord, 

experiencing the joy of His forgiveness.
This is eternal Joy of the Soul. Now and forever.

You can know God today through the Lord Jesus Christ
· Take Time Today to Check 
Your Reaction to The Gospel Call: -
· Do you treat God’s call with scorn? 
Quietly laughing it off, and ignoring it? 
Rejecting The Living God means we have an ‘idol’ as our ‘god’.

· Do you secretly say, ‘perhaps next week’? 
But maybe you said this last week, and the week before!

Never coming to The Lord.

We are reminded by David that it is foolish to say, 
“There is no God.” Psalm 14v1.
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· Are you seeking? 
Wanting to know more of God’s Grace and Mercy? 
Wanting to find deep peace and joy in your soul that only knowing the Lord Jesus as our Saviour and Lord can bring. 
Call on Him now in sincere and repentant prayer 
for forgiveness of your sin.
Paul wrote in Romans 10 v13,
‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved’, 
and in v17, ‘So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God’.
The Athenians superstitiously thought that they may have missed out a god. “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.”
You have heard the truth about the One True God.

How amazing! He wants you to know Him personally.

To do this you must turn from your sin and call upon Him to save you.

Jesus Christ said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” John 14v6.
Important Lesson for us today: - 
Superstition – is ‘A widely held, but irrational (unreasonable), belief in supernatural influences, especially as leading to good or bad luck, or a practice based on such a belief’. 
It is Satan’s method to distract us from the Truth of God’s Word. He often mixes much error with some truth in order to deceive us. Remember, Satan is the ‘father of lies’. 
God’s Truth sets us free from superstitious belief and its’ harmful practices. 
That is why we should read His Truth, The Bible, every day.
