Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 20
The Philippian Jailor’s Conversion
Teaching Notes 
The Jailor’s Conversion - A​ Complete Change of Behaviour.                  This week we learn how the rough Jailor was changed as he found forgiveness from Jesus Christ
“What must I do to be saved?”….                                                                                  ‘Believe on The Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved’. Acts 16 v30 & 31
Paul & Silas spent many days at Philippi – Preaching the Gospel to All.
· They stayed with Lydia in her house. 
She fed them and supported them financially.

· Everyone in Philippi heard the Gospel message: - 
1. A Saviour had come. Jesus Christ – 
God The Son. Perfect God and Perfect Man.

2. To take the punishment for their sin,
if they would repent and believe in Him.

3. He rose again the 3rd day – Victorious over sin, Hell, and death.
4. Now ascended to Heaven to represent 
all believers before His Father’s Throne. 

5. He had promised to return. 
To meet out God’s pending Judgement against sin.

Wonderful news of the forgiveness of sin and peace with God.   VA
· Then a damsel, who was possessed of an evil spirit and being used to make money by evil men from her ‘fortune telling’, heard the Gospel message.  
· She was possessed with an evil spirit and for several days she
 followed Paul and Silas calling out repeatedly, 
“These men are the servants of the most-high God, which show us the way of salvation”.
· Paul was grieved in his spirit. 
He felt for her and wanted to free her from this.   VA
· Paul. in the Name of The Lord Jesus Christ, 
commands the evil spirit to come out of her. 
“I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And the evil spirit came out the same hour. Immediately.
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Immediately she is freed from the evil spirits possession.
· The men are very angry at losing their income, 
and take hold of Paul and Silas.
And brought them to the magistrates, saying, 

“These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city. 

And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.”                               Acts 16v20,21.    VA
· Uproar breaks out - Paul and Silas are arrested.
· Without trial they are beaten with rods, 
causing their backs to bleed and they were imprisoned.
· The Jailor at Philippi was cruel, merciless, bitter, took them 
   VA and treated them cruelly, casting them into the inner prison.

· He had been charged with keeping them securely imprisoned.
He knew his life would be taken if they escaped.
· He threw them into the inner prison, a dungeon – 
dark, filthy, rat infested, smelly, without fresh air. 
Their feet were secured in stocks. 
No way of escape. VA Picture 1
· The conditions were so bad that often prisoners died here.
· What would happen to Paul and Silas? 
Had their God abandoned them? Forgotten Them?
· We Witness Paul and Silas’ Brave Testimony to God.
· Paul and Silas, although in agony from the rough treatment of the magistrates and the jailer, 
did not curse them or God Who had allowed this to happen.
We must remember that 

God is Sovereign and rules over all things. 

Everything that happens to us is 
within His Permissive Will.

You may ask, 
“Why did this happen to me?”, “Why has God allowed this?”
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Think about it. Why has this happened?
It is often to warn us of our sin. 
It can be to chastise us.

God wants us to seek Him, repent, 
and follow Him in Faith and Obedience.
He wants to cleanse us from the guilt of our sin.
So, it may be to bring us to an end of our rebellion, 
to seek Him as Saviour.
If we are a faithful believer, then it will be for others to see how we handle difficulties and problems to glorify God.
· Paul and Silas were cold and hungry. 

But they put this out of their minds.

· They knew what had happen to them was God’s will for them 
Paul and Silas spent time in prayer and sang praises to God, 
throughout the evening, and even at midnight. VA Picture 1
· What must the Jailor and other prisoners have thought?
They all heard the words they prayed and sang. 
Notice how this was a testimony to God’s love and mercy.
1. Surely, normal people would be cursing, swearing, showing their hatred, and anger towards God for allowing this to happen to them – not praising Him.
2. These men are different, they are not like ordinary men, 
they accept this and now they pray and sing 
as if they personally know their God.
· The Lord Miraculously Intervenes at Midnight.
·    God sends an earthquake,  VA Picture 2
     The doors were thrown open
the shackles fell off all the prisoners. 
and now all the prisoners were free to escape.
·   But they did not escape.
·     The keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, 
seeing the prison doors open, 
drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had fled.
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This would be Suicide. The quickest way to Hell.

Please promise me that you will never take your own life. Suicide is never the solution to our problems.

Beware of evil Social Media influences.

Talk to us or Pastor.

Only Jesus Christ can really help us. Call out to Him.

· The Jailor Has Two Great Fears: -   VA
1. His conscience was pricked.
I have treated these men cruelly.

I have been vindictive, spiteful, and hateful to them.

They are in my prison because they have preached about God’s forgiveness through His Son dying on a cross.
A Man they say was The Son of God and Perfect Man. 

One Who gladly died for sinners to set them free.
I am too bad a sinner, Surely, He did not die for me!

2. “This could be God’s Judgement on me.”
“My masters will put me to death for letting the prisoner’s escape.”
· God Shows His Great Mercy to the Jailor, and To Us.
· Paul’s cry, “Do yourself no harm, we are all here”, saves him from suicide.

· Realising that Paul’s God is the One true God, he fears God rather than men, and cries out from his heart, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” VA
· Paul replies, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved”.   Acts 16v31.   VA
· The change in this rough jailer is so striking. 
that his witness impacts on his grown-up family. 
They repent their sin and believe in Christ too; all adults are baptised.
· With changed hearts they all 
tend to the wounds of Paul and Silas.
Have you experienced the Great Mercy of God?

It is being shown you in today’s lesson.

Do not ignore it or turn your back on it.
5
Compare the Philippian Jailor with Lydia.

What a contrast!

Yet, it was the same New Birth experience. 

A total change of heart.
The quickening power of God The Holy Spirit brings us to an end of trusting in ourselves, living the sinful way we want.
The Bible calls this being, “Born Again”. Converted.

This brings us to Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

To repentance of our sin.

Our dead souls are made alive towards God so that we can be cleansed of the guilt of our sin and be forgiven.
· Being Converted To Christ Means 
We Want To Live For Him.
· Has this been your experience?
· It will be obvious to all around that we are different, 
changed with new desires, 
committed to living only to please the Lord Jesus.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Put off concerning the former conversation the old man (our old lifestyle), which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, (to be like Christ), which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”                                                 Ephesians 4 vs21-24.                                                VA
Important Lesson for us today: The conversion of the Philippian Jailor shows how a Christian’s witness (Paul & Silas) can be used by God the Holy Spirit to convert hardened sinners.  

If we believe that we are a Christian, 
would our lives bring others to trust in our Lord? 
How do we react in trouble or happiness?
 Is our praise and trust in The Lord God alone? 

Have we been completely changed in our character? –

 No longer controlled by our sins.             

The Jailer was changed from being rough, and cruel to being kind, and compassionate.  VA
