Bible/College Class Notes – Journeys of Paul – Lesson 18
Paul’s Conversion
Teaching Notes

This week we learn how Paul was changed as he came ‘face to face’ with The Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul wrote: ‘I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord’.  Philippians 3v8.
Introduction
What does it mean “To be Converted”?

How can a person be Converted?

What does it mean to become a Christian?

Is it to: -
Know of a man called Jesus Christ Who lived 2,000 or so years ago? To know about Him and His life?

To have learnt that He can forgive us our sin having died on the cross of Calvary.
Is it that to attend Church and College Class as often as possible will be sufficient to please God?

NO. All these, although very good, are insufficient.

Christian Conversion is the biggest and most dramatic life change that a person can experience. 

It must be experienced in this life 
in order to live eternally with God in Heaven.

We see from Paul’s Conversion a Complete Change of Life.
As Saul of Tarsus he was – 
    A Pharisee of the Pharisees. A very Proud Man.
Proud of ‘keeping’ God’s Law – 
He knew the 10 Commandments. God’s Holy Law.

He knew and practiced all the OT Ceremonial Law.

Proudly saying, “I am ‘blameless’ before God, without sin”.
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Saul could not see that all the OT teaching was to clearly show that we are all sinners in God’s Holy sight.

The Blood Sacrifices and Temple Worship were pictures to show how sinners can approach God with humble repentant hearts.
The Holy of Holies needing a High Priest to enter with the blood of the sacrifice. Jesus Christ, The Lamb of God, our sacrifice.

Christ is our High Priest and enters God’s Holy presence with His own shed blood, once and for all time.
Proud of being a Jew – God’s Chosen Nation.

Felt far better than non-Jews, Gentiles.

Felt very superior – much better than other Jews.

Angry that the God of the Jews should be offered to the Gentiles by these Christians.


Firmly believing that God was pleased with him.

Looking for Messiah to come to lead the Jews to become a free nation again.

Saul never saw the Messiah coming to be his Saviour.

Proud of being a Pharisee 
and what had now become a man-made religion, 
religious ritual/ceremonies, formal worship. 

He had been to the top Jewish School under Gamaliel.

Learning all the Jewish ritual – OT Plus added things. 
He sincerely believed that the Jewish sacrifices and ritual worship made him acceptable to God. 
His heart was not right with God in his worship.
He never understood that the death of Christ on the cross for sinners was the real Atonement.

He did not know the Lord Jesus personally as his Saviour.
His angry reaction to the Gospel preached by Stephen, Peter and others, who proclaimed that the Messiah of the OT Scriptures had come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
His angry reaction to the claim that Christ was 
The Lamb of God and had died for sinners of all nations.
His angry reaction to the claim 
that all the Jewish Temple worship and sacrifices were replaced by faith and repentance towards the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Let us stop and ask ourselves, “Does this describe me?”

Do I think I am good enough for God?

Have I kept all God’s Law perfectly?

Is my worship acceptable to God?

Am I a sinner in His Holy sight?

Will I go to Heaven when I die?

Listen as we further consider what happened to Saul.
Saul’s Reaction to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Gospel.
He hated Jesus Christ – 
He would not accept 
Him as The OT Promised Messiah, nor His death for his sin on Calvary – The Lamb of God - the ultimate sacrifice.
He could not accept 
that the OT sacrifices and ceremonies should now stop.

He would not believe 
that Jesus Christ was God - now risen from the dead.

He did not accept 
that he was a sinner in God’s Holy sight, 
needing a Saviour, nor could he accept that God was interested in saving Gentiles (Non-Jews, you and me). 

He saw Christians as God’s enemies 
and sought to arrest them and have them killed.
He was an enemy of God.
We note Saul’s involvement in the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian Martyr. Acts 7
Stephen preached without fear that The Lord Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah, God incarnate, the Saviour who was promised in the OT,

How He had come and lived a perfect life, and gave Himself to die on the cross to save sinners.

How, by doing this He fulfilled all the OT pictures and types within the OT Jewish worship and sacrifices of the promised Saviour to come.

How Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, and many others looked forward to His coming in faith. 
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These should now stop and be performed no more.  

When the Religious Leaders, including Saul, heard this they were so angry that they gnashed their teeth 
and took Stephen and stoned him to death.

Saul, consenting to this, was very pleased 
and took care of their coats while they stoned Stephen.
Acts 8 tells us, “As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.                                         Therefore, they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.”                                        Acts 9 tells us, “And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.”
So, you can see the vehemence of Saul 
against the Lord and His followers.
Saul sets of for Damascus.
VA The Lord Intervenes in Saul’s Journey to Damascus.
The Lord Jesus Himself, appears from Heaven, 
stopping Saul in his tracks with a blinding light, 
saying to him, 
”Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” Acts 9v4.
Saul is brought to his knees, 
and answers; ‘Who art Thou Lord?’ Acts 9v5.
The Lord convinces Saul that He is God, 
the very One Who he is ‘kicking’ against. 
The Lord changes Saul’s heart – 
causing him to believe and repent his sin.
Saul’s immediate and obedient response, 
‘Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?’
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Saul now admitted that he had broken every one of God’s commandments, and that the Law condemned him as guilty – 
he could not keep God’s Law.
He realised that all his ‘good’ deeds, and religious ceremonial practices were as filthy rags in God’s sight. 
He now knew that being born a Jew did not save him.

He now saw that his only hope was in Christ’s death on Calvary.
Saul, now blinded, travels with help to Damascus, 
where he remained blind for 3 days and did not eat or drink.

The Lord speaks to Ananias, a believer, in Damascus, saying “Ananias, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.”
“Then Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on Thy name.’”
“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.”
So, faithful Ananias went to Saul and Saul is given his sight back. 
Saul was appointed by the Lord to be the Apostle Paul, 

to preach The Gospel to all people,
and to write much of the New Testament 
under the inspiration of The Holy Spirit.
He immediately preached the Gospel Jesus Christ.
What does Christian Conversion mean?
We must first realise that there is no good in us whatsoever – (not even that our attendance at Church will save us as this, in and on its’ own, is not acceptable to God).
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We are not born Christians.

We must ‘face the Lord’, realising that, whilst continuing to live in our sin, we are and remain His enemy.

We must seek to know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Personal Saviour.
We see in the conversion of Saul the Divine Intervention of God. A Miracle of Saving Grace.

Saul’s heart would not have changed without it.

Nor will ours.
Not for us the blinding light that Paul experienced. 
Nor do we see Christ or hear Him speak to us.
But the same Miracle of Grace, the work of The Holy Spirit, changes our stony, dead, hearts to come to the Lord in humble repentance and faith. We call this the New Birth, Born Again.
Paul tells the Christians in Ephesians 2   VA
“And you hath He (the Holy Spirit), quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
Among whom also we all had our conversation (way of life), in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)”
Naturally, we are Spiritually Dead. 
We need the Holy Spirit to quicken us. 
To make us spiritually alive so that we can respond.

We must ask the Lord to change our hearts, 

to give us faith and repentance to believe that 

He died on the Cross to take the punishment for our sin. 
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We must hear His call to repent our sin

and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ so that we will 

love Him as our Saviour and want to obey and serve Him. 
The Lord God promises to save us by giving us a new, clean, heart – 
“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh”.     Ezekiel 36v26 VA
If you seek Him in humble prayer then the Holy Spirit is at work in your soul. You will be converted and saved.

Important Lesson for us today: We learn from the conversion of Paul what a profound change is made by God The Holy Spirit when a soul is converted from rebellion against God and rejection of Him, to a position of faith, repentance, trust, obedience; to a life of obedient faithful witness, and service, to The Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Holy Spirit rejuvenates our spiritual awareness (which was dead), causing us to hate our sin and to love holiness. 

We encourage you to use Paul’s experience as a guide for your life.

Paul wrote: ‘If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new’. 2 Corinthians 5v17.               

Prayerfully seek the Lord for this change in your heart.

