Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 27
God Tests Abraham and Reveals His Plan.
This week we learn how God Tests Abraham’s Faith and shows His love in Promising a Saviour.
Teaching Notes
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him            should not perish, but have eternal life.”   John 3v16

God Tells Abraham to Sacrifice 
His Promised Son Isaac.
God Tests Abraham’s Faith
 - Showing that He Keeps all His Promises.
God keeps His promise to Abraham and Sarah – 
a son to be born in their old age. 
Promised when Abraham was 99 years old and Sarah 89.
All human possibility of their having a son was gone, yet God kept His promise when Abraham was 100, Sarah 90. 
Faithful Abraham patiently waited.

In Faith he had left Haran and had taken his wife and all his household to be a Nomad in the Land of Promise.

He remembered the Covenant Promise God 
made to him when he was 75. Genesis 12v2,3 and 7

“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:                                                                       and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.                                              And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said,                                                “Unto thy seed will I give this land.”

The Covenant Promise of: -

A son to him and Sarah.

A land for his descendants to live in.
A descendant Who would be a blessing to the  whole world – including you and me. 
The Lord Jesus Christ.
2
At the age 86 Abram still had no direct heir.

Sarah, his wife, gave him Hagar for a wife, 
and a son was born called Ishmael.

But God said this was not the heir He had promised.
We must learn that we cannot engineer God’s plan.
God reiterated His Covenant Promise to Abram.

When Abram was 99 years old God changed Abram’s name to Abraham – A father of many nations.
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.  Read below Genesis 17v5-9.
And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, 
and I will make nations of thee, 
and kings shall come out of thee.
And I will establish My covenant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, 

and to thy seed after thee.
And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, 
all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
And God said unto Abraham, 
Thou shalt keep My covenant therefore, 
thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.

Genesis 17v19, God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.
God promised that Isaac was to be the father of a great nation, 
and The Lord Jesus - yet to come.
So, when Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90, 
Sarah gave birth to Isaac. 
The Lord had kept His Covenant promise.
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Consider the love that Abraham and Sarah 
had towards Isaac the son of their old age.

The son of Covenant Promise.

God Now Tests Abraham’s Faith 
and His Trust to the Uttermost.
God said, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; 
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” Genesis 22v2.  VA
Consider the turmoil in Abraham’s mind and soul!
Surely, without Isaac God’s promises would be broken. 
- No great nation, No promised land,    VA
  No descendant by Whom the world would be blessed.          
  No Saviour to come.
Abraham had trusted the Lord now for over 45 years. 
Knowing that all the Lord’s promises are perfect,

- he completely trusted Him, even at this time.
Yet, God had given His word.

He must have a way to keep His promises.

Abraham believed that God would raise Isaac back to life again, 
Fully believing that God would keep all His promises.
Abraham Obeys – 
So, He and Isaac Travel to Mount Moriah.
And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

Imagine the tension in Abraham, Isaac, and the servants as they reach Mount Moriah.

Isaac is asked to carry the wood for the burnt offering, 
Abraham taking the fire and the knife.
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Note – Abraham’s faith. His absolute Faith in God.

See Genesis 22v5, ‘we will come again to you’.
And Abraham said unto his young men, 
“Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.”   VA
Isaac asks, “Behold the fire and the wood: 

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
Abraham replies, 

“My son, God will provide Himself a lamb, 

  for a burnt offering”. 

So, they went both of them together.

This shows us that Isaac also had faith in God.

When they came to the place God had appointed Abraham built the altar, and placed the wood on it.

He then bound Isaac and placed him on the altar. VA

Abraham raised the knife in his hand 
and was about to sacrifice his son Isaac.

God intervenes.     Gen 22v12.
“Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me”.                                             VA

God provides a perfect ram for the sacrifice,    VA

a substitute, in place of Isaac.
Genesis 22v13. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, 
and looked, and behold behind him a ram 
caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, 


and offered him up for a burnt offering 


in the stead of his son.
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Hebrews 11v17-19,     VA

By faith Abraham, when he was tried (tested), offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,  

Of whom it was said, 

‘That in Isaac shall thy seed be called’. 

 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 

even from the dead.
An Extraordinary Double Lesson 
for Abraham, Isaac, and Us: -
1. God commands us to surrender,

all that we have to Him. 

All we have is given us by God.

Will we give up our selfish ambitions?
Our Idols, our own way and trust in the Saviour?
Will we ask God for faith to repent and believe?

To exercise that faith in believing that God sent His only begotten Son into the world to die on the cross (on Mount Moriah) to save us from the guilt of our sin.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  VA

John 3v16
It cost God to give His own Son to die to save us.
It cost Christ His life’s blood to die to save us.
2. God is absolutely faithful, 
keeping all His promises – always. 
Not one of God’s promises can be broken.
This perfect male lamb is a picture of 
‘The Lamb of God’ - The promised Saviour.   

He Who would die many years later, 
near this very spot, on the cross of Calvary. 

Solomon built the Temple, the Lord’s house. 
On this same mountain. (See 2 Chronicles 3 v1).
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Consider – 

Abraham’s Feeling of Sorrow and of Joyful Rejoicing: 
Abraham understood God’s sorrow, 
when He, God, gave His only Begotten Son.
The Lord Jesus said to the Jews, John 8v56.
“Abraham rejoiced to see My day”. 

as he looked forward to Christ dying as his substitute, 
and rising again, as his Saviour. 
Hebrews 12v2, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame”. 

We too can share that sorrow, and that joy. 
If we believe that God sent His Beloved Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to die on Calvary’s Cross 
as our substitute - taking the punishment for our sin. 
Looking Unto Jesus – As over our pulpit.

Look back to Him now in faith, and – 
Repent your sin, believe, and make Him the daily object of your faith.
The Apostle Peter wrote, “.... Ye were not redeemed (saved) with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest (made known) 
in these last times for you, 
who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God”.                                                                  
                                     1 Peter 1v18-21.      VA
