Bible/College Class Notes – Heaven – Lesson 17
How can we go to Heaven?
Teaching Notes

This week we learn about the only way we can go to Heaven. It is all of God’s mercy
‘Except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.’
Matthew 5 v 20
The Way Into Heaven Made Possible by Christ’s Death
Have you ever asked the question 
“How can I get to Heaven?” VA
God has made this very clear in the Bible.

There is only one way.

John 14v6, Jesus said, “I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life, No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.”
All other ways will not enable us to enter God’s Holy, Eternal Heaven. We will be locked out.
Only through Bible based Christianity. The Gospel.

No False Religion – even if it looks Christian.



No Formal Religion


Not Loving Jesus without repentance for sin


Not our good works or best behaviour.
It must be centred on Jesus Christ as our Saviour.

It must be based on sin forgiven through our repentance.
God has told us that He is against all sin.

What do you understand that our Sin deserves?

Do you agree that He should have Holy Anger against our sin? Yes, His Holiness and Justice demands it.
Do you think that God’s anger at our sin will bar us from His Eternal Heaven? For Ever and Ever? Yes
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Do you accept and believe this?

The Temple - a Visual Aid to Help Our Understanding.
The Lord gave Moses instructions for the Tabernacle in the desert as the Israelites travelled from Egypt to Cannan.

The Lord gave King Solomon full instructions to build the permanent Temple in Jerusalem. 

Similar Concept – Outer Court, Holy Place, Holy of Holies. VA
Note the Curtain/Veil separating Holy Place – Holy of Holies
All God-fearing Jews could enter the outer courts of the Temple.

The Priest’s would minister daily in the Holy Place. 
BUT only the High Priest, once a year on the 
Day of Atonement, was allowed into the Holy of Holies, 
after a ceremonial cleansing.

The High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies 
with the blood of the animal sacrifice, and offer it on the altar, pleading forgiveness for the people.
If it was accepted by God, he would leave the Holy of Holies and the people would know that God had accepted the sacrifice he had made on their behalf.

The High Priest had bells on the bottom of his robe. 
The people listened to see if they could hear him moving around.

This a beautiful picture showing us of our need of the Lord Jesus Christ Who is now in the presence of His Father in Heaven, and Who, if we have repented and believe He is our sacrifice, presents us righteous to our Holy God, earning Heaven for us.
A veil/curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. Acting as a barrier to entry and protection to keep the Holy
of Holies holy! VA Curtains Closed
If any person, other than the High Priest, entered through the veil then they would die.

If the High Priest, entered through the veil without the blood sacrifice, then he would die.

The veil of the Temple clearly represents the fact that Heaven is closed to us as sinners. We cannot enter and live.

This shows us that our sin bars us from entering Heaven.
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What is Sin?
Sin is a lack of conformity to God’s 10 Commandments: -

Rejection of God as the One True God.


Rejection of the Lord Jesus as Saviour.

Unbelief, Disinterest, Apathy, Atheism. Rebellion, Pride, Selfishness, Lust, Lies, Hatred, Disobedience, Covetousness, Stealing.

Presumption – I am good enough for God. 

Why is Sin Barred from Heaven?
1. Heaven is Holy and must be protected: 
God is holy and pure, and He must protect His Holy Heaven. 
Just as a drop of poison contaminates pure water, 
so, one drop of sin would completely ruin Heaven, 
and so, it cannot be allowed in.
This means that we, whilst we are unforgiven sinners, cannot enter God’s holy Heaven.
2. To protect sinners! No one can see God and live. 
Just as extreme heat destroys unhealthy bacteria, 
So, the holiness of God destroys all sin.
An unforgiven sinner entering God’s presence would instantly perish. Consumed by God’s Holy Wrath.
Why a Veil, and not a Brick Wall, as a Barrier?
God’s use of a passable, temporary barrier, a veil, shows us that He has a Sovereign plan that will successfully overcome our problem of sin so that we can enter into God’s Holy presence.
How can the Barrier of Our Sin be Removed?
When was the veil torn in two from top to bottom and the Holy of Holies made accessible?

It was when the Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily and gladly died upon the cross and took the punishment of all the sins of every one of His People. 
Did He die for your sins, for you?
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Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12v2    VA
The Lord, having been punished on the cross for all the sin of all His People, as He gave up His life, cried out, “It is Finished”.
At that very moment, the veil in the Temple was split by God from Top to Bottom. VA Open Curtain
Opening the way into God’s presence for all who trust in Him.

There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin

He only could unlock the gate of Heaven, and let us in.
Why was the veil torn from the TOP to the BOTTOM? 
God alone could pay the price of the sins of His People and give them the righteousness (holiness) that they need, 
to allow them to enter His Holy, Eternal, Kingdom of Heaven.
Both Matthew and Mark (15v37,38) tell us of this amazing event.
“And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.”
God alone could cause this to happen.

It was His Eternal Plan to remove it at this exact time.

The Saviour’s sacrifice put an end to all the Jewish sacrifices, as there was now no need for them anymore.

Christ’s death on the cross removes the barrier of our sin.

His death covered the sins of all His People, for all time.
Covering all those believers in the OT who looked forward to Him dying for them and for all who now look back to when He died.
We acknowledged at the beginning 
that God must punish sin with His Holy Judgement.
God is very fair. He will not punish sin twice.

He has either punished the Saviour OR He will punish unbelievers.
So, we must ask ourselves this serious question, 

“Did the Saviour die as my substitute?” so that I can be washed and cleansed, the guilt of my sin removed and replaced with Christ’s righteousness, so that I can enter Heaven.
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OR
We must accept that we will miss out Eternally on Heaven 
and be under God’s Holy and Eternal Wrath for our sins.

The Only Way to Heaven – The Lord Jesus Christ. John 14v6
The only way to be certain of Heaven 
is to realise that all our hope of entering 
depends on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and what He did at Calvary to remove the barrier.
We must recognise His amazing love 
and our own unworthiness,
and repent or sin and ask Him to forgive us. 
Then we will know that He is our God, Saviour and Friend.
The Lord God promises to save, despite our sin, and allow us into Heaven because of our Saviour’s finished work on the cross!
The Apostle Paul, wrote to the Corinthian believers: - VA
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived…such [sinners] were you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified [made holy, sinless, perfect], but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”                                                   1 Corinthians 6v9-11 
Important Lesson for us Today: 
Sin bars everyone from Heaven. 
Everyone thought the Scribes and Pharisees as being very religious and righteous, pleasing to God; 
yet the Lord exposed them as sinners. 
Are we guilty of their sin or of other sins? 
Their sin: 
Prejudice - Their minds were made up - Jesus was not God. 
Unbelief – Refused to believe Bible Truth
Proud - They felt so much better than everyone else, acceptable to God. 
Hatred - They looked for faults in the Lord to bring Him down. 
Hypocrisy - They tried to appear religious but broke God’s rules. 
Dishonesty - They used religion to gain wealth and status.
What a blessing that God’s mercy and love at Calvary’s Cross has made a way for us to enter Heaven - forgiven and made perfect!
