Bible/College Class Notes – Hypocrisy – Lesson 15
Opposition To Jesus – Hypocrisy
Teaching Notes

This week we learn how hypocrisy in our hearts can be replaced by truth and sincerity.
‘Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts                 (our soul)’.  Psalm 51 v6
Jesus Exposes and Condemns the Hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees.

What Mattered Most to The Scribes and Pharisees
was Totally Opposite to What Matters to God.
What can we learn from this fascinating encounter?

Does it expose any hypocritical attitude in us?

What do you consider to be sinful?


Murder, hate crimes


Drug taking


Stealing


Lying

We might feel proud that we have not committed these sins.

Beware, the Scribes and Pharisees thought they were not sinners. They did not search their hearts.
They avoided outward sin and practiced outward goodness.

Most of the people respected them for this. Taken in.

But the Lord Jesus, knowing their hearts, said to the people, “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5v20.   VA
“But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men:  for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” Matthew 23v15       VA
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Why did the Lord Jesus say that these ‘good’ people would go to Hell?

Take Note: It is possible for us to be heading for Hell because we fall into the trap of just trying to be ‘good’.

Our lesson today will show us that the Scribes and Pharisees had got it all wrong. A lesson for us.

They Cared More For: -
· Their Outward Appearance 
more than for Their Inward Soul.
Showing their outward religion 
by repeated handwashing for cleanliness, VA1
They condemned the disciples for not washing their hands by following their man-made ritual.
The ritual process involved: -

1. Starting with clean hands (how strange)

2. Pour a cup full of water over each hand, covering right up to the wrist.

3. Repeat this two or even three times.

4. Dry the hands and say a prayer.
By their dress, and stopping to pray in public, VA 

to be seen on street corners, 
and to sit in the important seats in church. 
All outward show to impress.
Yet ignoring and hiding their unrepentant hearts 
which were full of sinful pride, deceit, unbelief, selfishness, lust, hatred, lies, and hypocrisy.
They Cared More For: -
· The Little Things more than 
The Vital, Important Things.
Strict adherence to their own invented rules, even tithing mint. VA 
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Yet no interest in the teaching of true faith in God, 
or showing mercy and help to the needy, 
or warning people of God’s Holy Judgement to come.  
They Cared More For: -
· Their Own Religion 
more than God Centred Worship.
They relied on outward show and religious formality to worship God. 
Like many today, 
like Roman Catholic worship that rely on 
vast cathedrals, crosses, images, robes, pomp, 
and man-made religious ceremony for their worship. VA
Roman Catholic Mass, in which they say that the bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ through trans-substantiation. 
As defined by the RC Church at the Council of Trent, in the Mass, "the same Christ who offered himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross, is present and offered in an unbloody manner". 
The Roman Catholic Church describes the Mass as the "source and summit of the Christian life". 

Thus, the RC Church teaches that the Mass is a sacrifice. 
It teaches that the sacramental bread and wine, through consecration by an ordained priest, changes to become the sacrificial body, blood, soul, and divinity of Christ 
as the sacrifice on Calvary is made truly present once again on the altar. Christ is symbolically Crucified again.
When we hold the Communion Service at EDT
(The Lord’s Table), 
we use bread and wine (grape juice) to remind us of the broken body and the shed blood of the Saviour. 
There is no change. They remain bread and juice.
They do not become the Body and Blood of Christ
The Lord Jesus is certainly not crucified again.
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Romans 6v10 tells us, 

“For in that He died, He died unto sin once: 
but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.”
The Saviour died once and rose again the 3rd day.

He now lives for evermore. One day to return.
Charismatic worship – Dancing, hands raised, repetitive words, little or no preaching. VA

‘Worship’ a performance with guitars and drums.

Using the physical senses and music to worship God.
Yet no place for humble, reverent, heart-felt, thoughtful worship based on the understanding, as required by God.           The Lord taught “…they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” John 4v24  
Our approach to worship at EDT is reverent. Humble, Biblical.

We come to worship our Holy God, our Creator, our Judge.

Our Saviour and Lord. To thank Him for saving us.
·  Their Own Popularity more than The Saving of a Soul.
They were looking for the admiration, applause, 


and following of the crowds.
Yet they had no Biblical Gospel message of 


repentance & faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour.      
·  What mattered to the hypocritical Religious Leaders was: -
1. The Outward - Ceremonial Washing VA
Not the Inward heart examination to reveal 


Pride, Selfishness, Lust, Deceit, Malice

2. The Little Things – Tithing Mint VA

Not Important things


Judgement, Mercy, Repentance, and Faith.

3.  Religion – Formal, Dead

Not True Worship with God at the centre

“I have longed for Thy Salvation, O Lord.” Psalm 119:174 
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4.  The Popularity of The Crowds VA
Not concerned about the Soul – theirs or others.
The Lord said to them, 
‘Ye shut up the Kingdom of Heaven against men’.
There are many churches today which

‘Shut up the Kingdom of Heaven’. 
They will not confront the people with their sin before a Holy God.

“Jesus loves you”, “Love Jesus”. 

No call to repentance. This is not the Biblical Gospel.
This message does not save anyone. Shuts up Heaven.
· The Lord asks us to Examine our Heart. 
Do we seek to gain the admiration of others?
Having the latest fashion, gadgets, possessions. 
Do we put effort into drawing attention to ourselves?

Must have the latest trainers, hoods, bikes, etc. VA
To please God by outward show even in our church attendance and acts?
OR, Do we see ourselves as sinners before a Holy God, recognising our need to seek and find His forgiveness through repentance and faith? To worship Him sincerely.
God looks on the heart. Our inward part.
He is looking for a humble, grateful, unselfish heart.

An honest tongue, and a clean mind.
Let us search our hearts for hypocrisy and seek the Lord’s forgiveness. 

Let us prayerfully prepare our hearts as we come to worship Almighty God.
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Let David’s sincere prayer of repentance be ours, (after he had sinned by committing adultery with Bathsheba and arranging for her husband to be killed in battle).
“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving kindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me throughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin”.                                           Psalm 51v1-2 

Important Lesson for us today: Hypocrisy is pretending to be better than we really are. It’s an outward show of goodness BUT we are all wrong inside our heart and soul. Don’t let the Lord’s challenging description of these religious leaders describe us.     

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness”. Matthew 23v13

Instead, let us ask the Lord to show us any hypocritical pride lurking in our hearts, and repent of it, asking Him to make us sincere, humble, and honest; seeking to be clothed in His righteousness alone. 
Forgiven sin entitles us to enter God’s eternal Heaven.

