Bible/College Class Notes – Dishonesty – Lesson 16
Opposition To Jesus – Dishonesty
Teaching Notes

This week we learn how dishonesty in our hearts can be replaced by truth & sincerity.
‘Create in me a clean heart, O God’.  Psalm 51 v10
Aim: To show the ultimate sin of the Scribes and Pharisees in crucifying the Son of God, 

and to give an example of the magnitude of God’s mercy and grace in His willingness to convert even this kind of sinner.

Jesus Exposes the Dishonesty of the Scribes and Pharisees.
Introduction. VA
Over the past few weeks, we have already seen the full range of the sinfulness of the Scribes and Pharisees.
Closed Minds of Unbelief – Rejecting Christ as Messiah.
  Stubborn, unteachable hearts. 

  Pride and Self-righteousness.
  Hypocrisy and pretence through formal religion.
  Hatred of The Lord Jesus.
Today – We see their Dishonesty exposed. VA
The Lord Jesus Voluntarily Approaches Jerusalem ready to face Calvary’s Cross.
The Lord sends His disciples to get an untrained colt of an ass      (a donkey), never ridden before. 

The colt is miraculously submissive, carrying Him safely.
He rides humbly and lowly into Jerusalem on the untrained colt.
The crowd recognise Him and shout 
“Hosanna; Blessed is He that comes in the Name of The Lord”.
Sadly, they ‘know’ who He is, but only a few believe in Him.
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The Scribes & Pharisees Cheat the People in the Temple. VA
The Lord enters the Temple at Jerusalem.

We can see that, far from being God-fearing believers, 
the Religious Leaders were happy to cheat the people.

He is angered to find them selling, (for large profits), 
birds and animals to the people, for them to sacrifice, 
as well as changing their Roman money for ‘Temple Money’ 
at grossly inflated rates. They were ‘lining’ their own pockets.
Remember, how they looked down on Matthew when he was a tax-collector who stole from the people, before the Lord called him to follow Him. How dishonest and hypocritical they were!

Matthew repented and gave back. These did not.
Using His Divine power, the Lord demonstrated His Holy Judgement. With Holy Anger He turns them out – 
“You have made My House of Prayer into a Den of thieves.”
Even hearing this they do not repent and honour the Lord.
Rather, the Scribes and Pharisee are incensed and evilly scheme and plot how they might take Him and kill Him. ‘He must die.’
Do you have a scheme to resist God?

What do you think when you are called to repentance?

Do you remain His enemy? Will this attitude succeed?

God is the same today. He does not change.

God is never indifferent to sin.

Surely, you must agree that the dishonest attitude of these Religious Leaders deserved His Holy Wrath.

Please think on this: -

God has faithfully declared His attitude to sin. 



To our dishonesty, hypocrisy, unbelief.

We Fully deserve His Judgement and punishment. 
This reminds us that God hates our sin. He will judge us one day.
They Paid Judas 30 Pieces of Silver to Betray Jesus. VA
They did a deal with Judas (one of the Lord’s Disciples)

“Here are 30 pieces of silver (a small fortune), Lead us to where He is and identify Him for us so that we arrest the right man.”
3
Imagine the scene in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
It is late a night. It is dark.

The Lord is with His faithful disciples. 
He is anticipating His crucifixion the next day.

The agony of anticipation causes Him to sweat drops of blood.

So, Judas, in the darkness leads the Temple Guard to the Garden and betrays the Lord Jesus with a ‘friendly kiss’ on His cheek. 
On an earlier occasion those who were seeking to arrest the Lord 

fell back as the He walked past them. His time not yet come.
Amazingly: - 
1. The Lord had told Judas that he would betray Him. Matt 28v25
2. The Lord Jesus allows Himself to be taken by the Temple Soldiers. 
But now, the Lord gives Himself into His enemy’s hands so that He can ‘offer Himself as a sheep before the shearers’. See Isaiah 53
A note on Judas. He later tried to return the 30 pieces of silver saying he repented what he had done. Wished he had not done it.
But this was only remorse not true repentance. See VA
He committed suicide. His soul is destined for Hell.
We need more than remorse for our sin.

We need sincere, heartfelt conviction and repentance.
The Scribes and Pharisees Stir Up Opposition to Jesus. VA
They put Him on trial before the Jewish Court.

Using ‘dirty’ tricks – In the quiet of Thursday night. 
A false accusation of blasphemy is made.

‘He is calling Himself God’. But He was God.
They used false witnesses, paid to lie.
Two were found who said, Matthew 26v61-65.
“This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, 
and to build it in three days.”

And the high priest arose, and said unto Him, 

“Answerest Thou nothing? 

What is it which these witness against Thee?”

But Jesus held his peace, 

And the high priest answered and said unto Him, 

“I adjure thee by the living God, that Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God.”
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Jesus saith unto him, 
“Thou hast said: nevertheless, I say unto you, 
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, 
“He hath spoken blasphemy; 
what further need have we of witnesses? 
behold, now ye have heard His blasphemy.”

The Religious Leaders passed the sentence of death.
BUT they had no power to carry it out.
So, they had to take Jesus to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor.

More ‘dirty tricks’. They had to change their accusations.

Pilate was not interested in accusations of Blasphemy.

So, they accused the Lord of claiming to be the 
King of the Jews, setting Himself in opposition to Caesar.

Pilate demanded, “Art Thou the King of the Jews?” Matt 15v2

The Lord answered, “Thou sayest it”. 

The Lord then kept silent. Pilate marvelled.

Pilate saw that the Lord was innocent. “I find no fault in Him.”
He knew that the Chief Priests had brought Him out of envy. 
So, he tried hard to persuade the Religious Leaders to agree that the Lord should be set free. 

But Pilate feared the Jews and their uproar.
It was customary that a prisoner should be released.

Pilate wanted to release the Lord and offered to do so.

But the Chief Priests stirred up the people to call for Barabbas’ release, and that Christ should be crucified.

‘Crucify Him, Crucify Him’, and call out, ‘Release Barabbas’.
Pilate, in his weakness, conceded to this. 

Releasing Barabbas and committing the Lord to be crucified.

Pilate said, “I am innocent of the blood of this just person” and washed his hands. 
Was Pilate guilty of sending Christ to His death? Yes.
Did washing his hands take away his guilt? No
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What is your response to the Lord Jesus Christ?
You know deep in your heart that He is Perfect Man,    Perfect God, The Saviour sent to die on the cross of Calvary.
Will you copy Pilate and wash your hands of Him, wanting nothing to do with Him. Let Him be crucified. So What?

Note. It was in the Lord’s permissive will that all these things happened to Him.
But each person will be held responsible for their part.

The Chief Priests, the Scribes and Pharisees, Pilate, Herod.

Likewise, we too will be held accountable for our response.

The Lord is mocked, scourged, spat upon, and taken to Calvary. He is cruelly nailed to the cross. VA
Can you imagine the pain and suffering He went through.

In one sense He did not have to do this. He was innocent.

But it was the Triune God’s Plan of Salvation that the Lord should suffer and die at the hands of sinful men.

The Apostle Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, VA Acts 2v23,  “Him, (Christ) being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.”
Hebrews 12v2, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  VA
The Scribes and Pharisees Mock Jesus On The Cross.
Pilate had sent Jesus to be crucified. 
The Religious Leaders mock Him, Matthew 27v42,43   VA
“He saved others, Himself He cannot save”. 
“He trusted in God, let Him deliver Him now”.
After all, “He said, ’I am the Son of God’”.
Obviously, they did not understand any of the OT Prophesies (e.g. Isaiah 53) of a ‘Lamb’ being slain to be punished for the sin of the people.
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They had not understood the significance of The Passover Lamb. Exodus 12. A Lamb picturing Christ shedding His blood.
They mis-understood all the types of the OT offerings, sacrifices and the teaching of OT Temple worship.

They refused to look to Jesus Christ as their Lord, and Saviour.
They would be judged for it.
Let us conclude on a positive note. VA
One, True Seeking Scribe – See Mark 12v28-34
Earlier, he had come sincerely asking the Lord, 

“Which is the first commandment of all?” 

“Which is the most important one?”
VA The Lord replied, “The Lord our God is one Lord, 

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

And the second is like, namely this, 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

There is none other commandment greater than these.”
The Lord said of this man, 
“Thou art not far from the Kingdom of Heaven”,
meaning, “You are sincerely seeking Me, and will find Me”
The Lord was kindly showing him that his sin – his pride, unbelief, dishonesty, hatred, and selfishness 
would be laid on Him, on the Cross of Calvary, so he could be forgiven, and so have eternal peace with God in Heaven. 
Are we sincerely seeking to know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Personal Saviour?

Pray to Him now and seek His forgiveness for your sin. Believe He suffered and died for you.
VA Hymn words, Lord Jesus I love Thee, “And yet I want to love Thee, Lord. Oh, light the flame within my heart, And I will love Thee more and more until I see Thee as Thou art.”
The Lord God promises to save us by giving us a new, clean, heart “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh”.                          Ezekiel 36v2
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Important Lesson for us today:
Dishonesty – As fallen sinners we are prone to lie, the truth is not naturally in us. 

We lie to get out of trouble, we exaggerate to impress others, we deceive ourselves by being convinced that we are good – especially good enough to please God, and so be allowed into Eternal Heaven. We listen to the lies of Satan, (the father of lies), and would seem to prefer to follow him than come in repentance and obedient faith to God. 

Let us follow David’s example in Psalm 51, when he had to admit to Nathan, and to God, the terrible sin he had committed, and sincerely pray, ‘Create in me a clean heart, O God’. 

Let us follow the scribe’s example and sincerely seek the Lord.
