Bible Class Notes – Motto Text 2022
This is Our Motto Text for 2022
King David advises his son, Solomon, to seek the LORD.
King David had desired to build a house for the Lord (v7)    The worship of the Lord was still functioning through the Tabernacle from the days of Moses.        VA Tabernacle                                                            But the Lord said he could not build it,    VA Temple                               because he was a man of war (v8).                                                                             Instead, the task would fall to his son Solomon.               King David had made many of the practical arrangements to gather all the materials –Stone, wood, silver, gold, etc.      He now reminds Solomon that above all else he should set his heart and soul to seek the Lord.                                                        
David knew the Lord as His Saviour from his youth.   Yes, he sinned and broke God’s Holy Law.                          But he acknowledged his sin. Psalm 51v1-4          VA                   He sincerely repented his sin.                                             “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51v10                         VA
These words of advice have spoken to so many over time.    

It is a Christian parent’s duty to teach and guide their children to know and follow the Lord. By word and example.                             We also, at EDT, teach you the way to know the blessing of the Lord.                                                                    
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Solomon listened to his father.                                        He sought and trusted the Lord.                                        When his father died and he became King of Israel,           God asked him what he most desired.                                                  He did not ask for wealth, or fame. He asked for wisdom.    God gave him wisdom – Solomon is known for wisdom        God gave him wealth and fame as a reward.                Solomon wrote under the inspiration of God - Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and The Song of Solomon.
Many have taken notice but sadly others have not.            Will you take Notice today, like Solomon did?
Let us look into seeking the Lord more closely.
· Why Should We Seek The Lord?     VA
We need His forgiveness. 
God is holy; heaven is holy; no sin in Heaven.
As unforgiven sinners we cannot go to Heaven. 
God is the only One Who can forgive our sins, 
the only One Who can save us by washing our souls clean,  so that we can enjoy Him in this life and go to Heaven.
We need reconciliation to God. 
As we are, we are at war with God and we need to make peace with Him by surrendering to Him. 
If we do not, as rebels, we will one day face His judgement.
God has called us to seek Him. 
God would be perfectly just to leave us to the consequences of our sin and to face the judgement we deserve. 
But He loves us and mercifully offers us free forgiveness. 
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How foolish we are if we ignore His gracious call!
We are separated from Him by our sin. 
Like an impassable gulf,                                                      a great barrier between us and the Lord. 
We cannot find God unless our sin is removed.
We must seek God to have our sin removed.

· How Are We To Seek The Lord?     VA
We must sincerely do what David told Solomon: -
set our heart and soul to seek Him and be: -
· Humble – like the sinful woman who poured precious perfume on Jesus’ feet, washing them with her tears and drying them with her hair. (Luke 7v37-39). 
· Whole-hearted - not easily distracted by our friends or the entertainments around us, as pictured by the seed sown which grew, but was choked by thorns.               (Matthew 13v3-9)
· Determined – like Zacchaeus, who climbed a tree to see the Saviour (Luke 19v1-10); 
OR like the woman with the demon-possessed daughter, who asked for the Lord’s help and persisted in asking until she obtained it. (Matthew 15.21-28).
· Where Are We To Seek The Lord?        VA
Where do we look?

The Lord has given us the Bible which shows us where we must go to seek and find Him. 
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As you know, the Bible teaches us about the existence and character of God: -

Eternal, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Holy yet Merciful, the Creator of all things, the giver of life – our souls
Are you reading it with a prayerful, seeking heart?

It tells us there is only one place where we can find the Lord. 
At the Cross. 
When the Lord Jesus died at Calvary, 
He suffered in the place of all who will trust Him. 
The gulf between us and God is spanned by the Lord’s death.
This is the only way by which our sins may be forgiven. (See John 14v6).    VA
Like David and Solomon, we must believe that we are sinful and that the Lord Jesus Christ died to save us – personally. 
Did He die to save you? 
But how can we go to the Cross? 
By prayer. 
We must hate our sin, and confess them to God, with great shame and sadness for having wilfully offended Him so many times. 
We must put our trust in the Lord Jesus alone to forgive us and save us from our sins.       
We must earnestly plead with Him to do this for us.     (1 John 1v9). 
He will hear and answer.
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· When and Why Are We To Seek The Lord?
Now, without delay, remembering Who He is -           Our Creator, Our rightful King, Our Judge.
Leaving it for another day could mean we miss it altogether.
What a disaster that would be!
· Will I Find The Lord? 
Can I be confident He will hear me and answer?
Yes! This is the sure and certain promise of God.    (Proverbs 8.17).
We need the Lord’s forgiveness and mercy,                      so go to Him today, sincerely repenting of your sins, trusting in the Saviour’s death and resurrection.                                             

The Apostle John wrote, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
1 John 1v9
 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1v8
“Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God”    1 Chronicles 22v19








