Bible Class Notes - Lesson 182 God’s Justification
God’s Justification to meet His Holy Law                                           This week we remind ourselves-of God’s kindness in justifying His People
Teaching Notes
Last week. Do you remember how we learned about God’s gracious call and invitation to lost sinners? We’ve seen how the image of God in us has been tarnished and tainted by sin and how the human race has fallen. The Lord could have just cast us off and condemned us straightaway to Hell, but, yet God in His grace and mercy has called lost sinners to faith and repentance in Him. VA Chart
But what is the response of people to this call? 
Sadly, by nature none of us are worried that we are fallen

1) The atheists and careless people – They say there is no God, no Heaven and no Hell. However, we have to say to them that whether they believe in God or not, it makes no difference as God is real. He is true; He is faithful, and He has warned us that we must appear before His judgement seat. Atheists may try all they like to convince themselves that there is no God; but one day He will deal with each one of us.
2) Self-righteous people – “Oh yes, I believe God is real, but I’m alright; I’m not a sinner and even if I have done one or two bad things, I’m sure God will accept me”. But such people have never grasped God’s high standards of holiness, nor looked to see what a beautiful, perfect and holy place Heaven must be. Maybe someone asks you what do you want to be when you leave school and finish your studies? Oh you say I will be a famous doctor or a judge, but you 
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go quiet when the exam results come in because you haven’t done at all well and haven’t properly studied. There’s no way that based on your results you will ever get to achieve such a senior position. If we would truly measure ourselves against God’s standards, we would see how far short we fall.
3) Optimistic and superficial people say “OK but God is love and He will forget all our sins and let everybody into Heaven” Sadly such people trust in their own vain and foolish opinions more than in what God has revealed in the Bible.
What is your response going to be? We need to acknowledge that we are sinners and that we deserve God’s righteous judgement. However, even this conviction alone is not enough to make us right with God.
God’s problem. I hesitate to use this expression because it is wrong to say that God has or ever had a problem of any sort. He is perfect and knows everything. However, putting it this way helps us to understand something about salvation. God is Holy, He is Just and Righteousness and He is true. His justice demands that sin must be punished and not allowed anywhere near Heaven. He cannot overlook or ignore sin.

So, how can a perfect God be just and righteous and punish sin and yet still allow sinners into Heaven? There was and still is only one solution to this problem. This was something that was agreed to in eternity past. 
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Can you tell me how many Gods are there? One. 
And how many Persons are there in that one Godhead? Three. The mystery of what we call the Trinity. Three persons in one Godhead, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

Before the world was created, in eternity past, these three Persons agreed together that the 2nd person of the Godhead, God the Son, would come into this world as a man, be born in a stable in Bethlehem, live a perfect life of obedience to God’s Holy Law and go to the cross of Calvary, as a Lamb, without spot or blemish to suffer and die on the cross to save all who would truly and sincerely trust and believe in Him.

This is how the Lord determined to save us. But how is it that we are saved? We have this great and wonderful term, Justification. It is a legal term and is a declaration by God that the saved person is righteous. We each one need to be justified. One simple definition of this is that it is “just as if I’d never sinned”.
God’s justification has 2 parts. Firstly, when someone believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and trusts in Him to have their sins forgiven, their sins are blotted out, as Christ bears the punishment for them on the cross and God promises to remember them no more.                    What a wonderful thing? What amazing love!
And yet, that’s not enough to get us into Heaven. 
Many of you have recently sat important exams, GCSEs, A-Levels, etc. The pass mark might be 50%, 60%, 75%, 
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maybe even as much as 80%. 
But what’s the pass mark to get into Heaven? 100% absolute perfection, no sin, no unrighteous at all,
just perfect obedience to God’s law. 
Now who could possibly fulfil that? Not one of us!
But the glorious 2nd part of justification is that not only has the guilt and punishment for our sins been taken by the Lord, He has also given to us His own righteousness. So that when God looks on a Christian, he doesn’t see our sins, but He sees the righteousness and perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It is as if we have obeyed the Law perfectly ourselves.
In our hymn, there is a verse which says that “He died that we might be forgiven, He died to make us good”. Now of course, I can say that as a Christian, I am not good in myself, even after being saved, but God has declared that I am good, because I have been given the goodness and righteousness of Christ.                            It is all of Christ, not of me.

In the early 16th century, there was an Augustinian monk in Germany who saw that he was a terrible sinner. Yet, try as hard as he might, he could not feel any sense of forgiveness for his sins. All he could understand was that God was so holy, but that he himself was so sinful.
He would try to perform countless acts of religious obedience, times of prayer, singing and penance, beating himself up and scourging himself to try and make amends for his sins. He read the Scriptures avidly 
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and was seen by other monks as a very earnest teacher. But he had no peace in his soul.

He was asked to go on a pilgrimage to Rome, but while there, he saw the immorality and corruption within the clergy and within the Catholic Church. 
Like many other “pilgrims”, he climbed up a certain staircase in Rome on his knees, supposedly these were the very steps that Christ had walked up to face his trial before Pontius Pilate and many “pilgrims” climbed the steps on their knees to obtain some atonement for their sins. 
As he returned to Germany, he still knew that he was sinful and still had no peace. 

But once back in Germany, he was one day greatly convicted as he read the Scriptures. He came upon these words: The Just shall live by Faith. It was first stated in the Old Testament by the prophet Habakkuk, but then quoted 3 times in the New Testament, in Paul’s letters to the Romans, the Galatians and to the Hebrews.

By the Grace of God, He came to see himself as a sinner and trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation. 
I’m sure you all know who this man was? 
It was of course Martin Luther and through him and many others, the Lord brought about the great Reformation of the 16th century.
Isn’t this such an amazing truth that the Lord Jesus Christ has taken our sins upon Himself and at the same time given us His righteousness?
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Once a person is justified, we are clean from the guilt of all our sins.  But this is all of God, it is a free gift. 
We cannot earn it, nor can we deserve it by our works, but the Scripture tells us that “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Finally, will everyone be saved (as the optimist thinks)? 
No, it is only those who truly repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, who will be justified. 
It is by Faith alone; 
it is by Grace alone and 
it is God’s gift alone.
The Lord calls each one of us to repent and trust in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ for forgiveness and salvation. 
Have you heard the Lord’s gracious call for yourselves? 
Will you seek and find the Lord for yourselves and be justified? 
Will it be said of you that Christ has taken the guilt and punishment of your sins, and given you His righteousness so that you can say it is “just as if I’d never sinned”?

Come to Christ, ask Him to save you and to justify you.
