Bible Class Notes - Lesson 181 God’s Purpose
God’s Call to Repentance and Faith                                           This week we remind ourselves-of God’s Call to us to Come to The Saviour.  The
Teaching Notes
Last week. Do you remember how Adam and Eve, who God had created to be sons and daughters of the King of Heaven, exchanged their royal image and fell from their high position of perfection into sin and shame. VA Chart
How they tarnished their created image.

How this was an insult to the Lord, their Creator.

Now they were guilty sinners - justly deserving God’s judgement, wrath and eternal banishment.
Death came into the world. 

Physical Death. Yet, by God’s Grace and Mercy, Adam lived until he was 930. He saw the next 7 generations. Methuselah was 56 when Adam died.                                            Noah was born 126yrs later.
But Spiritual death entered immediately. 

Adam and Eve immediately lost their created state of innocence and their close spiritual relationship with God.

Romans 6v23, 

The wages of sin is death – separation from God.

We inherit a nature which has unbelief at the souls’ heart.

This spiritual deadness separates us from God.

Spiritually Dead in trespasses and sin. 

Ephesians 2v1, teaches us that we are spiritually dead, dead towards God.  Paul writes to Ephesian believers: -
“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins”.
Teaching us that God needs to intervene to save us,
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So, Adam disobeyed God. 

He sinned against God, and so he lost all his privileges. 

He freely exchanged his bright image of created perfection for a tarnished image of sin and rebellion to God.

Satan changed the Truth of God into a Lie – 
Tempting them with, “Hath God said?”
Adam & Eve Fell. Genesis 3
They would rather follow Satan than their Creator God.

But God in His Mercy has an Invitation to All.

In today’s lesson we learn that God has a Wonderful and Gracious Invitation to Everyone. 
No-one is excluded. 
Today, we will learn how God Fits Us For Heaven By Calling Us To Repentance and Faith in The Saviour.
Calling all kinds of people, from every race, culture, nation. 
Calling you and me.

Not audibly. But through His Word, the Bible, and through hearing the Gospel being preached. 

Not to save ‘good’ people. There are no good people.             No one is good enough for God,                                         for all have sinned and broken His Holy Law.

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”.   Romans 3v23     VA
BUT God calls wilful sinners, even those who resist for some time, those who often have to learn the hard way through life’s challenging and sad experiences.
Even to outwardly good people,                                    who the Lord can see have inward, heart sins.
He is calling you now, as I speak to you.
Are you hearing this call to repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?
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Invitation 1. VA Isaiah 45v22.

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else”.
1. There is the General Call – to the whole world.

Everyone who hears a faithful Gospel message/sermon,    or reads their Bible receives this General Call.
2. There is the Effectual Call – to God’s Elect.
All His Elect, predestined VA (chosen by God) – all those for whom the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross to save.
This Effectual Calling is the work of God, The Holy Spirit.

Invitation 2. VA Acts 2v21, “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved”.
Invitation 3. VA Romans 10v9, “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved”.
The Effectual Call is a ‘Call’ to Come to Know God through His Converting Power.
Can you imagine going into the supermarket to buy some food without any money or without any means to pay? VA
The checkout assistant would laugh at you.
They would call their supervisor.


VA
The food and items you have selected in your trolly/ basket would be taken away and put back on the shelves.
You would have to leave empty-handed. 
God has many invitations for us to come to Him.
Invitation 4. VA
God says COME. You do not need any money.
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
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yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price”. Isaiah 55v1
In fact, you cannot buy what God wants to give you.

He wants to give us wisdom and knowledge so that we can, through faith, know Him spiritually, and savingly. 
God The Holy Spirit places a ‘hungering and thirsting’
in our souls so that we want to know Him. 
We then begin to feel our sin as a heavy burden – 

like Pilgrim did in Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Being kept as slaves of Satan, the enemy of our souls.
Invitation 5. VA Matthew 11v28, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”.
Are you heavy laden with the guilt burden of your sin, as Pilgrim was?
God humbles us to admit we have no goodness of our own.
Are you hungry and thirsty for God’s forgiveness?

From What Does God Call us? 
From our selfish ambitions and false hopes in this sinful world. From a lost eternity, away from God for ever.
What is He Calling Us To? 

To discover the wonderful eternal and blessed purpose that He has for our lives.
To live for Him now and join Him in Eternal Heaven to enjoy Him for ever.

For How Long Does God Call?
Throughout our lifetime. He is very patient.

Before we die. But we must come now. 
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.”  Psalm 103v8
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Some respond quickly – the Dying Thief, the Woman of Samaria, Samuel, Zacchaeus, Paul on the Damascus Road, The Philippian Jailor, etc.
Some take a long time such as Jacob and Solomon.
Why Does God Have To Call Us? 

As descendants of Adam, we are spiritually far away, 
dead in trespasses and in our sin, even enemies of God. 
So, no-one is naturally born a Christian. 
No-one can be a Christian by trying to live to please God.

Without His Effectual Call we would not come.

Let us now consider how The Lord Calls Us?
God calls us personally, individually
 - not as a group, a family or a nation.
God The Holy Spirit moves in our souls by His quickening power - changing our hearts, minds, and wills to appreciate what Christ has done for us on Calvary.
This important and necessary work of The Holy Spirit is called ‘The New Birth’, ‘Being Born Again’. 
It is a free and Sovereign work wrought by God in our soul.
When Nicodemus recognised that the Lord Jesus was from God, 
the Lord said to him, “Ye must be Born Again”, in order for a person to respond to My call. John 3.
Lydia was listening to Paul preaching about the Lord Jesus as the Saviour Who died to save sinners.

Her heart was opened by the Holy Spirit to receive the call to repentance and faith in Christ. Acts 16v14.

She repented and believed and served the Lord.
6
How Must We Answer?
Are you hearing the Lord’s call to come to Him humbly, in repentance and faith?

We must repent of our sin with sincere, deep regret. Loathing our sin, turning away from our sin, trusting only in the Saviour and His Death for sinners on the Cross.
Samuel.at the age of 12, had a unique audible call, “Samuel, Samuel”. Eli the High Priest told him to answer, 

“Speak Lord for Thy servant heareth”.
He was saved and was called to be a Judge and Prophet of God to Israel for over 40 years.
We are saved to serve the Lord,
Invitation 6. VA Isaiah 1v18, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”. 

Invitation 7. VA The Lord called His Disciples, Peter, James, John, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men”. Matthew 4v19.

They obediently followed, as did Matthew and others.
Ask, like Paul did when convicted of his sins by the Lord on the road to Damascus,   Acts 9v1-9.
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” 

Are you ‘kicking against the pricks’ in rebellion as Saul of Tarsus did on the road to Damascus?

Ask, like he did when convicted of his sins by the Lord,  

“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” Acts 9v1-9.
Paul’s heart had been changed. Born Again.
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Paul became the great Apostle and wrote,                  “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved”.                                       Romans 10v9.
Important Lesson for us today: 
God calls us – not audibly - but through His Word, the Bible, and through the faithful preaching of it. 
Sadly, many hear Lord’s call but reject it, turning their back on Him. 
We need to ‘listen’ for the gracious call of God. 
He says to our troubled conscience, 
“Come unto Me …, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11v28. 
“Come, ye children, hearken unto Me: I will teach you the fear (respect) of the Lord.” Psalm 34v11. 
Have you heard this call? 
It is a clear call, like a Trumpet calling us to war against sin VA
Have you decided to reject and ignore God’s gracious call?

If you have not yet come to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ then you have rejected Him.

He has loved us from eternity past, 
with an everlasting love, 
and calls us to repentance and faith in the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Come to the Saviour today. Why delay?
Do not reject His gracious invitation.
