Bible Class Notes - Lesson 180 God’s Purpose
God’s Purpose to Save, Despite a Great Fall    Teaching Notes
This week we remind ourselves-we inherit the Fallen state of Adam and need a Saviour
How God Fits Us For Heaven – From a Fallen State of Sin.
At First a Bright Image – God Created Man – Perfect:
We go back 6,000 years to the Garden of Eden,              when God had finished His wonderful and perfect creation.

Adam was created in the Image of God - A Human Being with a perfect living, eternal soul.
A privileged position – with the spiritual capacity to reason and think;       
Spiritually aware of God’s existence and the need to obey, serve, and worship Him. 
No Evolution. Higher than animals – they were created by God with life but without souls.

Created to do things by instinct not by reason.
Adam was created with a bright image, reflecting God, our Maker’s Holy and Perfect character.
Created – fully capable of knowing, loving, obeying and enjoying God in a close relationship for ever.
We, too, are given by God our own living, eternal soul at conception.
Then, sadly, the Bright Image was Exchanged for a Tarnished One (The Fall): 
We note that Satan tempted Adam and Eve               to fall into the rebellious sin of unbelief. 

“Hath God said?”
They obeyed him in preference to obeying God            They were the first ‘murder victims ‘. 
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They, and the whole human race along with them.
You and me. We all inherit the judgement of God.

There were no immediate dead bodies lying on the ground, or blood spilt from deadly wounds. 

But on that fateful day: -

Physical death entered God’s perfect creation. 

Yet, by God’s Grace and Mercy, Adam lived until he was 930. He saw the next 7 generations. 

Methuselah was 56 when Adam died. 
Noah was born 126yrs later.
But Spiritual death entered immediately. 

Adam and Eve immediately lost their created state of innocence and their close spiritual relationship with God.

Romans 6v23, 
The wages of sin is death – separation from God.

We inherit a soul which has unbelief at its’ heart.

This spiritual deadness separates us from God.

Spiritually Dead in trespasses and sin. Ephesians 2v1

Teaches us that God needs to intervene to save us,       “And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins”.
So, Adam disobeyed God. 
He sinned against God. He lost his privileges. 

Adam freely exchanged his bright image of created perfection for a tarnished image of sin.
Satan changed the Truth of God into a Lie – 
Tempted with, “Hath God said?”
Adam & Eve Fell. Genesis 3
They would rather follow Satan than their Creator God.

Resulting in a Lost Image (Separated from God):
Fallen, with eternal consequences. 
Sin controls us; As we have seen death entered in. 
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We inherit Adam’s Fallen Nature, so, we too, have lost that pure image.
Our natural inclination is to sin – Pride, Disobedience, Lust, Hatred, Selfishness, Lying, etc.
Spiritually dead. Totally incapable of moving towards God without His gracious help.

Is that Beautiful and Pure Image Lost For Ever?
Thankfully No, God has a glorious Plan to rescue and save Lost Sinners.
Even though we fully deserve His Judgement of Holy wrath and anger.
We are deserving of Hell.

To spend eternity experiencing the wrath of God. No let up.
But God in His Sovereign Grace has not left us to perish.

He has Predestinated (Chosen) those whom He will save. Romans 8v29,30. “For whom he did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.
The Lord Jesus Christ came as Perfect Man to die to save sinners like us.     
Only God Can Restore Our Image (we cannot do it ourselves): 
We must not question or blame God. 
We are the sinful, guilty ones.
God in His wisdom gave Adam the freedom to Obey or Disobey. 
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Adam chose to disobey.

We now follow Adam and being spiritually dead towards God we naturally choose to disobey. 
We are Lost Sinners.
Despite this, God, in His Justice, Mercy and Grace, sent His Son from Heaven to die on the cross, taking our punishment so as to rescue Lost Sinners, like us, and restore us back to an untarnished state. 
Fully cleansed from the guilt of sin.
Stop and consider this.

What a gracious act of mercy!

Why did God Allow the Fall?
One reason was so that we could experience and appreciate His Love, Mercy and Grace.
For us to know that God is essential to our current well-being in this life and for our eternal glory, and joy. 
Without Him we can have no blessing.
Hear the Lord’s gracious call,” Come unto Me, …and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11 v28.  

“But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,          (by grace ye are saved😉 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:”                                 Ephesians 2vs4-6 
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Important Lesson for us today: Our journey back to having peace and reconciliation with God starts with a recognition that we have inherited Adam’s Fallen Nature. This means that we cannot approach or please The Holy God, our Creator, on our own because we are full of sin and rebellion towards Him. 
In fact, the Bible says that we are spiritually dead and need the gracious working of God the Holy Spirit to work in us. Ephesians 2v1, v5. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God, agreed in eternity past to come as a Perfect Man to take our place under the wrath of His Father and to die on the cross to save us.                                                                                   
The work of the Holy Spirit is to quicken us. 
To re-instate spiritual life in our dead souls.

The Bible calls this being Born Again, The New Birth.
Without this we remain enemies of God and spiritually dead towards Him.

We must recognise that we have a fallen nature, and then exercise our quickened conscience to repent, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord.
