Bible Class Notes - Lesson 177 10 Commandments

Commandment 9. “Thou Shalt Not Bear False Witness”.

False Witness is Lying to God, ourselves, and others.

Why is God’s Holy Anger set against Lying?               God is Truth. He never lies. He is Immutable.   VA                      Jesus saith unto him, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me”. John 14v6   VA      John 1v1-3                                           “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made”.      
All things created by the Word of His Power.                                In Him is Light which shines in the darkness.

Will God break any of His Promises? No. Never.                        Will God change anything that He has said? No. Never.             God hates Lying.                                                            Unforgiven liars will be judged eternally.

Which of you has never lied?                                                   We have all lied at some time in our lives. Maybe many lies.                                                      Unless we repent and seek God’s forgiveness then we will be judged for our lies.

The History of Lying.   Why do we lie?                                       Soon after God’s perfect creation, Satan, a fallen Angel, sought to deceive Adam and Eve with a lie. “Hath God Said?” Gen 3v1                                                         He lied, suggesting that God did not mean the punishment of death for breaking His Law of,                                                                                    “Not to Touch or eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil”.                                                            “God is keeping back something exciting from you”.               The Knowledge of Good and Evil.                                                                                       
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God’s Judgement.                                                          Adam and Eve banished from the Garden.                                         Banished from the close communion with their Creator. They now began to lie, Adam blaming Eve, and God.    Death entered in – Physical and Eternal.    Sickness. 

Satan – The Father of Lies. The father of Unbelief.    He is out to deceive you.                                                 Beware, he will whisper, “Hath God Said?”                     He will cause you to think you are OK.                                     Good enough for God.  Do the best you can. You will be OK.

But God says, “You are responsible. I expect perfection”.                 

In the New Testament Satan tried to tempt the Lord Jesus with lies. Luke 4v1-13.
“Turn these stones into bread and eat”.            “Worship me and I will give you the nations of the world”.                                                                           “Throw yourself down from the Temple,                        Let your Angels save you”.                                                        The Lord said, “Get thee behind Me Satan”.
Whenever we are tempted to sin, we too must say,                                          “Get thee behind me, Satan”. Seek the Lord’s help. VA
We read of the Lying Sin of Ananias and Sapphira. Death.

What makes us Lie?                                                         Lies are Words. Spoken or thought. Lying Lips VA                These come from our heart, our soul.                      Lying words come through lying Lips, from Lying Hearts.   The Lord God remembers all our lies so we need to seek His forgiveness.      VA VA
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So, lying is a very serious sin.                                                      Lying is a ‘gateway’ sin, leading us into other sins: -
· The Many Faces of Lying.   VA for Each Heading
False Witness – Lying to get others into trouble, and us out of it. Our lies can be very believable and convincing.                                                                     The Jews accused the Lord of seeking to set Himself up as a King in opposition to Roman rule, and Caesar.
Deliberate Lies – Made up. From deceitful, scheming hearts, yet God knows the truth.
Joseph’s brothers told lies to their father, Jacob, but years later the truth came out.
Deceit – Hiding the truth, shrugging off guilt, deceiving ourselves, and others.                                                     King Herod pretended to want to worship the Lord, but was deceitful and was set in his heart to kill Him.
Excuses – ‘White Lies’, half-truths to escape trouble, blaming others. Trying to get the blame shared.               We can also claim, “it was only a little sin”.  
There is no such thing as a little sin.                                  In God’s eyes, sin is sin, breaking His Law.                                                             Adam sinned against his Creator, deliberately disobeying God’s Command. When God confronted him, he blamed Eve, and even God for giving her to him.
Hypocrisy – Outwardly good, but inside a lying heart of pride and hatred.                                                          The Lord accused the Scribes and Pharisees of this. 
“Ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.               Like a Sepulchre – White but inside putrefaction.
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Flattery – Insincere words to impress, but not sincere, cunningly seeking to get our own way.                            
Broken Promises – Not keeping one’s word, going back on a promise.
Parable of 2 sons. Asked to do something by their father.

One said ‘No’, but then obeyed,                                       The other said ‘Yes’, but did not do it.

Many today make promises and do not keep them.

Politicians – to gain a vote but renege later

A Married Couple – Break their marriage vows.
Duplicity – ‘Two faced’, smooth words hiding bitterness and hatred. Trying to keep lots of friends by saying nice things to them all. I like you better than I do those over there.
· The Consequences of Lying.
Each lie twists our character – becoming habitual liars - becoming bent/crooked. “Surely, one lie does not matter”.
One lie can often lead to another. We try to cover up.

We can even begin to believe our own lies and defend them.

Lying opens the gate to stealing, adultery, murder. VA Gate
Lies steal away our credibility – others will see us as liars; will not believe us or trust us again.
A Story to Illustrate.

Robin called 999 for the Fire Brigade. But there was no fire.

He called 999 for the Fire Brigade again. But no fire.

He called 999 for the Fire Brigade again. This time there was a fire, but the Fire Brigade did not come. He died in the fire.

Beware of lying to your soul. 
It is a lie to think, “I do not need a Saviour”.
I am OK. God will turn a blind eye to my sin.
This is the lie that Satan wants you to believe.

He wants you to join him in everlasting Hell.
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Unforgiven lies will take us to Hell – Revelation 21v8, “But, the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death”.    VA
· How Can We Stop Lying?
Value truth – bind it around your neck, write it upon your heart. Proverbs 3v3.
Control your tongue – 
Stop, consider, “Is this truth?” before you speak.
Praise God, say positive things, value others higher than yourself.

Worship God in spirit and in truth. John 4v24. 
Resist Temptation See Luke 4v1-13 Christ’s example.
Read and Believe God’s Word, the Bible, as being God’s inspired truth to us.
Let us recognise the Saviour, Who said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me”. John 14v6.
Let us pray to God for His help us to resist the temptation to lie, and to seek the Lord’s forgiveness for any lies we have told. 
Note King Solomon’s God given wisdom: -  
“The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment”, and “Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are His delight”.                                   Proverbs 12 verses 19, 22.                                                  
6
Important thought for all of us: 
God’s character is the opposite of this commandment.  
God is Truth, “and in Him is no variableness, or shadow of turning” (James 1v17).           
God never lies to us, and faithfully keeps all His promises – those of blessing, and those of warning, and judgement. Satan is the “Father of Lies”, John 8v44. 
Satan accused God of lying when he said to Adam and Eve “Hath God said?” 
As God’s enemy, and the enemy of our souls, Satan seeks to say the same to us, to steal God’s truth from us; to dull our consciences so that we are not troubled by any of our sins, nor for the excuses we make for lying. 
The Lord Jesus said, “If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed; ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”. John 8v31,32. VA
