Bible Class Notes - Lesson 176 10 Commandments

God’s 8th Commandment – “Thou Shalt Not Steal”.                             
Stealing, taking to ourselves that which is not ours, is a grave sin which has many aspects. VA0
Example of Stealing. 
Daring raid on O2 Millennium Dome Nov 7th 2000.

4 men seeking to steal £20M of diamonds.    VA1,2
Smash and Grab Raid. Tractor, speedy get away by boat.

But caught by police, 
Convicted, tried, Guilty, Sentenced. In prison.
But stealing is much more than this in God’s eyes.
These include: -                          
·  Stealing from others: -
William Carey, (1761-1834), who became one of the first Christian Missionaries to India (1793). Baptist
In 1778, Aged 17, he was apprenticed as a shoe-maker.

He had a counterfeit coin in his pocket. 

Supposed to be a silver coin valued at £30 today. 
He swapped it for a silver shilling belonging to his employer

His theft was discovered. He felt convicted in his soul.

Thankfully, his employer was a believer. 
He was forgiven.
William Cary felt convicted before God.

Knowing the Gospel, that Jesus Christ had died on the cross to save sinners, he sincerely repented, and from that point in time he became a true Christian.
VA3 Stealing makes us guilty in God’s holy sight.
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VA4 The Stealing Hand - Taking to ourselves
Fraud, Lie to Gain VA5 Finger
I often get telephone calls from people claiming to be BT.

They are trying to access to my financial details and to gain access to my computer.

But this is a Scam – Attempted Fraud.

I ask them, “Do you have a conscience? God says, ‘Thou shalt not steal or lie’.” 

Immediately they put the phone down.

Scam Emails – You have won a money prize. 

Enter you bank details
We have a parcel for you so please send money so that we can deliver it.

Cheating, VA6 Finger Breaking Rules to Gain
Some lie to claim benefits that they are not entitled to.
EG, They say that they are out of work. Yet they do have a job and some own property with rental income.

Others steal from a shop.
Copying others homework is stealing.
Scrounging (expecting others to provide). VA7 Finger
Not prepared to work for their living. The State can pay.
Slandering another – Stealing their reputation; hateful character assassination.   VA8 Finger
Gossiping. Doing people down so we can gain advantage.
Blaming Others, “Not me, it was him.”

So, we get off. They get into trouble.

Absalom spread lying rumours about his father, King David, to gain popularity. He wanted to be king. To steal.
Stealing is unnecessary. VA9
Selfish, greedy - VA
Stealing shows our pride and arrogance.
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Revealing that we have no care, respect, or love for those we steal from. 
The Lord God has promised to supply all our needs 
if we trust Him for forgiveness and salvation.
Paul wrote to the Philippians, Philippians 4v19 

about their physical and spiritual needs VA10
“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

And Jesus said unto them, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.” John 6v35
#
Always wanting more – Proudly saying, 
“I want it, so I will take it.”  VA11 Car
Stealing shows a lack of Gratitude to God.

We have all stolen something – 
we are all guilty before God’s all-seeing eye.
Stealing from God: -

Adam and Eve both stole when they ate of the forbidden fruit. 
Genesis 3v6 They lost their close communion with God
Zacchaeus and Matthew were Tax Collectors who stole – but they paid it back. They repented. Forgiven
Achan stole at Jericho. Taking forbidden spoil.

Did not own up. Discovered. Punished.

By stealing our lives, taking all our time to ourselves – leaving The Lord God out of our lives. VA12
Laziness is stealing time – VA13 Finger
Do not waste time in idle pursuits.
By denying God of true worship – 
which He expects and deserves from us.
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By ignoring Him - stealing from the Honour and Glory which is due to His Holy Name.
False Teachers steal truth from souls when they preach an erroneous Gospel.
The Consequences for Stealing from God and others: -                                     VA14
Now - Loss of peace in the heart, 
No happiness or joy – a bad conscience, guilt.

Eternal - God’s deserved Judgement – 
Eternal, never ending punishment.
The Character of God is the very opposite. 
He is a gracious, loving, a giver of good things.

God has given us so many gracious blessings: - 
Our lives, bodies and eternal living souls. 
Joy and happiness in knowing Christ.
Creation around us – 
its’ pleasing beauty, providing all that we need to live.
Our Daily Comforts - family, homes, love, security, comforts, friends, food, and clothes. 
The Lord Jesus Christ – A Saviour of thieves who repent. Read Luke 23v42,43
In return, let us show gratitude to our God, praying for help to give to Him the praise, love, honour, glory, and time that He deserves. To give love and help to all around us.
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The Graciousness and Mercy of God to Forgive Us Our Sin: -       VA15
Now - Restoration of peace, happiness and joy through repentance and faith.    
Eternal - God’s undeserved salvation in Jesus Christ – Eternal, never ending.  
We have all broken this commandment in so many ways. Let us sincerely repent.

God’s free offer of forgiveness to each of us is, “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your soul.”                                

Matthew 11:28-29   VA 
Important Lesson for us Today: 
‘Thou shalt not steal’. 
We know that it is wrong to steal. 
We do not like being stolen from, 
and we all know that we should not steal from others.      
But, have you ever thought that we are guilty of stealing from God? 
We owe everything to God as the creator of our living soul, the giver and sustainer of our life. 
He commands, and deserves, our obedience, our worship, and our sincere repentance for our sin.                        Withholding these from Him is stealing from Him – it is breaking the 8th commandment.           
If we live to please ourselves, then we have stolen our lives from Him. 
6

Consider what He has done for us; 
the cost He paid when He suffered the wrath of His Father, and died on the cross to save us from the guilt of all our sin. 
Consider the righteousness that He gives to us. 

The Lord God is a Giver of all good gifts: -
His truth and many promises
Faith in Jesus Christ

A changed heart

Mercy, Forgiveness

Salvation

Joy and peace

Righteousness

A purpose for living

Guidance

Comfort

A home in Heaven for all Eternity

Does this not demand our allegiance, 
our love and respect 
for all His blessings to us?
