Bible Class Notes - Lesson 171 10 Commandments

We must not misuse God’s name in any way.
This week we consider the 3rd of God’s 10 Commandments.
When we were younger, we would ask someone we had just met ‘How old are you?’ 
Now, we would ask, ‘What is your name?’                                                       Names are important. They may have been chosen by our parents to suggest a characteristic that they would like to see in their child. E.g. Grace, Mercy.      Some are named after a Biblical Character hoping that they may follow the characteristics of that person, E.g. Mary. Martha, John, James, Jacob, Joshua, etc.
But, the Names of God have a greater importance.
Some of the Wonderful Names of God used in the Bible: -
The Triune God - God The Father, God The Son, (Jesus Christ) and God The Holy Spirit.              Collective Names -  Lord God Almighty, Eternal God, Everlasting God, King of Glory, Creator, Holy One, Righteous Lord, Judge, Lord of lords, LORD (meaning Jehovah).                                       God the Father - Abba, Father, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Alpha and Omega God the Son - Lord, Jesus, Christ, Emmanuel (God with us), King of kings, Redeemer, Friend of Sinners, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counsellor, The Mighty God, Son of Righteousness, Rock, Shepherd, The Word, The Way, The Truth and The Life.                                                                                                      God the Holy Spirit - Holy Ghost, The Comforter, Creator, Giver of Faith and New Birth.
Important Question for us:   Do I misuse God’s Name in any way?
Doing so is called Blasphemy. Taking God’s Name in Vain.

Do not use the words, ‘Jesus’, ‘Christ’, or, ‘O, my God’, as swear words. Do not swear at all.

The 10 Commandments – God’s Moral Law, His Rules for all time.
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No one has seen God. 

Moses got close when God gave Him the 10 Commandments on Mount Sinai.

We cannot see God so the Names which describe Him are very important for us to take note of. 
God’s names describe His functions and character.
The coming of the Lord Jesus to earth enabled those who met Him to gain some understanding of God’s character. He was Immanuel, ‘God with us’.

The Biblical record of His life, His Preaching and Miracles, His death and resurrection reveals much to us: -
Firstly, God’s Name is Very Important and Precious to Him.
The Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – Three in One.

He guards all His Names with Holy Jealousy,                        and asks us to do the same.
We must use it with respect and honour in our worship and prayers.
Taking the Lord’s Name in Vain is a great sin.

Using it insincerely, lightly, with little reverence, casually, indifferently is very sinful. We must take great care.
Our interest in God starts with fully understanding Who He is and how we are to humbly approach Him.
So let us look at the meanings of God’s Name: -
1. The Lord (Hebrew Jehovah, Yahweh - יְהֹוָה‎ Yəhōwā     ‘He Who is Life.’
He is the self-existent One – 
   Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
     He needs nothing from outside Himself. 

     He is life. He is the source of all life.

Genesis 1v1. In the beginning God. 
God – Elohim. Plural - More than two.
3

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made”. John 1v1
The Word is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God.

God is Eternal – Alpha and Omega – 
First and last letters of the Greek alphabet. A to Z.

Beginning and End, First and Last.
God is eternally alive – No start, no end.
God is Immutable – Unchanging. 
The Godhead exists in perfect harmony.
God created the sun to support life on earth.
Likewise, no form of life could exist without God.

The 1st meaning of the Lord’s Name is that               He is eternally alive. 
2. The Lord God – He is our Maker and Provider. 
a. Creator of our living soul - source of all we need, physically and spiritually.
b. We depend on Him – Jesus said, 
‘Without Me ye can do nothing’. John 15v5
‘For in Him we live, move and have our being’. (See Acts 17 v23-28)
The Lord is the ONLY source of all good.
He is the fountain-head for all our needs. 
We continue to rely on Him daily for our life and breath, strength and health, and every other good gift we receive.

God provides and cares for all His creation.

Do we understand this? Do we believe this?
Or, do we selfishly take God’s rich provision for granted?

Our lives are in His Sovereign hand.

He has already determined when we will die.
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Are we aware of this mighty truth?

We have no guarantee of next year, nor of tomorrow.
Do we live in awe of His Name, of His Being?

OR, are we living our lives without looking to the Lord for forgiveness and blessing?
Do we live in denial of the Lord being our creator, protector and provider?

As young adults we all fail to keep His commandments.

Have we never taken His Name in vain?

Have we loved the Lord every day since we were born?

We must be honest and concede that we have not.

So, we particularly depend upon Him to provide a way to forgive us, to save us, to rescue us from the deadly grip of our sin.

To cleanse us and give us eternal life, elevating us to His Holy Heaven for eternity.

The 2nd meaning of the Lord’s Name - ‘He is the sole source of all good, including eternal salvation.’
3. The Lord – He is our Sovereign and Supreme Ruler. 
As such, He is the only One Who is to be worshipped and obeyed. None other.
The 3rd meaning of the Lord’s Name is that, ‘He is the Sovereign and Supreme Ruler of all His creation.’
Is this your belief today? Make it so.
The importance of reverent praise for God’s Name.
The Israelites trembled when they sincerely pronounced His Name in true worship.  Exodus 15

V2. “The Lord is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation:             He is my God, and I will prepare Him an habitation (in my heart); my father's God, and I will exalt Him.”

V11. “Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the gods? who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?”
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We must use all the powers of our mind, thought, heart, and soul to give Him the praise that His Holy Names rightly deserve.

Please note. Our prayers and praises will only be acceptable to the Lord God when we sincerely believe in the God as described by all His wonderful names.
Remember, The LORD means: -

1. He is eternally alive and unchangeable.
2. He is the sole source of all good.                        Including the salvation of our souls.
3. He is the Sovereign and Supreme Ruler Who is to be obeyed at all times.
This 3rd commandment is broken by us if we: -
Blaspheme – 
1. Taking the Lord’s Name In Vain (empty, insincere).
a. Obviously, by using any of God’s Names as a swear word. Using them to express our great disgust, hatred, and revulsion.

As if no other word than the Holy Name of Almighty God, can be found to describe the worst things in life.

If we do this, we show how much we loathe the idea of God, and how little we respect or fear Him.

Blasphemy is the opposite of worship.

Every swear-word is a shout of hatred towards the God of Heaven.
Never Blaspheme.
Keep these words out of your vocabulary. 
Would you insult someone who you depend upon for help and favour? 

Your teacher who is writing your report.

Your parents, to whom you owe so much.
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You may live in surroundings where others blaspheme freely, without any thought of its offence to God. 
Sadly, it has become part of their everyday speech.
If you have the opportunity to speak to these, then do so graciously, reminding them of the 3rd commandment. 

But you cannot do this if you break it yourself.
2. Engaging in thoughtless worship. 
You may be surprised that the 3rd commandment is most often broken in churches.
a. By our not thinking about the deep meaning of the words we sing in hymns and use in prayers.
b. Some may be more interested in the music and singing than the words. Some sing banal words.
c. Not sincerely joining in the worship with humble, thankful hearts. Not thinking of God Who is present.
d. Despising God, joking about God, making fun of God.

Some preachers like to joke in the pulpit.
3. Blatant Hypocrisy (Claiming beliefs that one does not have, lies) 
a. Claiming to be a Christian when we have not followed correctly the Biblical way.
b. False preachers – Prosperity Gospel. Man-centred.
c. Misusing God’s Name for personal gain or advantage.
Comediennes on TV etc.

Warning: All who Blaspheme without heartfelt repentance will have to face God’s Holy Wrath and Judgement.
We all break this commandment. God is angry with our sin.

It is like being guilty of ‘Contempt of Court’.

We thank the Lord that He is ready and willing to forgive us our sin of Blasphemy, as He is all our sin, when we sincerely repent and believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross to take our punishment rightly due to us.

Think of all the wonderful Names of God. Worship Him.
Be careful to worship and respect the One true God. 
Remember we have a Saviour Who kept God’s Law and died to take the punishment for all our sins. 
“O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before Him, all the earth”.  Psalm 96v9
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” John 4v24
