Bible Class Notes – Studies in the Old Testament – Lesson 166
Lesson Teaching Notes

This week – The deep and real experience of a believer’s joy when the Lord’s work is blessed
God’s Kindness - The Wall of Jerusalem Completed.
BC444, Jerusalem’s Walls rebuilt and Gates repaired in 52 days, despite the opposition and threats from Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, and their evil supporters. 
Remember, they were led by Satan to oppose the work of God.

God’s great kindness to the people of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem would have remained in ruins if God had not:    1. Put into Nehemiah’s heart a strong desire to obey, and show great courage,                                                    self-determination,                                                                and self-sacrifice, to restore Jerusalem to its former glory.
2. Put into the people’s heart a mind to work together, despite - not being professional builders;                         the long hours of hard work; and the opposition they met.
3. Silenced the enemy - forcing them to finally admit that God alone is almighty.
God’s kindness brought the right response from the people.
Ezra, the priest of God had returned to Jerusalem from Persia 13 years earlier to supervise the rebuilding of the walls and the restoration of the gates. Nehemiah, hearing that the work had stalled came to re-start it.                      Now the work was complete.
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The people were gathered together at the Water Gate to hear Ezra read the Word of God – The writings of Moses. Nehemiah 8 
The people, men, women, and grown children listened carefully, with great interest, standing all morning.                                                                            Are we glad to come to the Word of God in our personal reading and when it is read in Church and preached?
They responded with:

1. Recognition of God’s holiness when the Law was read. (Nehemiah 8v2,3)                                                        They recognised their own sinfulness and that of their fathers (idol worship, mixed marriages), which caused God to allow them to be taken into captivity in Babylon.                                                                            Do we recognise God’s Holy character? And our sinfulness?                                 

2. Heartfelt sorrow causing sincere and tearful repentance for their sin. (Nehemiah 8v9)    VA1 Sorrow for Sin                                   Does hearing God’s Word preached convict us of our sin?                                                                                  OR Do we think that this only refers to others?                                                 
3. Great joy and gladness in the Lord’s faithfulness and truth. (Nehemiah 8v12-18)    VA2 Joy and gladness     They remembered how God had made a Nation of them. Calling Abraham who responded in faith as God took him out of sinful Ur of the Chaldees, with the promise of the land of Canaan. How Moses was called of God to lead them out of slavery in Egypt to that promised land, and how Joshua, under God’s help, had led them to conquer it.                                                    Does hearing God’s Word preached move us to realise God’s gracious promise of forgiveness?                        Does the promise of Heaven excite us?                                           Does it bring joy and gladness to our hearts and souls?   
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4. Praise for God’s past goodness to them,          despite their wilful sin. (Nehemiah 9)                                                               Does hearing God’s Word preached cause us to count our blessings, and want to praise Him?                                                                            For His patience, long-suffering, the fact that we have His Word to read, and attend a faithful evangelical Church?
They also responded with willingness to change their ways.             VA Willing to change                               Making promises to be obedient -                                     keeping the Sabbath Day holy, worshipping sincerely, tithing (offerings of 1 tenth),                                                          and living with purity and sincerity of heart. (Nehemiah 10) One of their biggest sins was marrying unbelievers, as this brought in the grave sin of Idol Worship. Forbidden by God.
Does God’s great kindness bring the right response in us?

When we have sorrow for sin, will we too respond in repentance and with joy, giving our lives to God?                 To live obediently for Him.                 
Nehemiah’s kindness reflects God’s wonderful kindness to us.
Nehemiah is not a ‘Type of Christ’, but we can learn a lot from Nehemiah’s selfless devotion, being a picture of Christ’s lovingkindness in redeeming (saving) us:

Nehemiah willingly gave up the highest comfort, honour and authority of the court of Susa to rescue and restore a ruined, disgraced city.     VA1a Susa                                     just as Christ willingly gave up the glory of Heaven and came to this world of sin to rescue and restore a People, ruined by sin, for Himself. VA1b Heaven
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Nehemiah toiled against much opposition and the threats of many enemies, VA Sanballat incited by Satan: -                                                       Scorn, attack, cunning deceit, lies and false accusations.                                                  
Christ toiled against the Devil’s determined opposition. He willingly allowed Himself to be crucified on the cross, where He bore the punishment of our sin for us. VA Devil
Nehemiah worked at his own expense. VA Own Expense                  He was entitled to charge the people for what he did, but chose to work unpaid and gave liberally to all. (Nehemiah 5v14-19);                                                                 Christ paid for our sins Himself.   VA Paid the price of sin                                                         Consider the tremendous cost to Himself.                        He left the glory of Heaven to come to earth to save us.        He allowed Himself to be limited within a human body, yet without sin.                                                                       He would not defend Himself or seek to avoid the cross.                                                            He freely took the pain and suffering due to sinners physically and the separation from His Father.                        He gave His very life-blood on the cross of Calvary.         He Redeemed His People - He bought them out of their slavery to sin. “The wages of sin is death”.
Nehemiah triumphed over his enemies and rejoiced in seeing the wall completely restored.  VA Wall Completed Christ triumphed over sin, the devil and death.        His life, death and resurrection were a complete success. Repentant sinners are redeemed by Him - now, and for eternity! He cried out on the cross, “It is finished!”
Christ is a successful Saviour.                                     He has saved all His People.      VA Sinners Saved
I must ask you, “Are you saved by Jesus Christ?”
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Will we rejoice at the Lord’s great kindness to us in dying for us on the cross, paying the price necessary to redeem us? What a price!
Will we obediently give Him all the praise, in the same way that Nehemiah and the people did?
The Levites said, ‘Stand up and bless the LORD your God for ever and ever: and blessed be Thy glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou, even Thou, art LORD alone.’                                                                                                                                                                     Nehemiah 9 v5
The people’s response: All that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy.
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Important Thought for us Today: 
Do you believe you’re a Christian? 
One beautiful proof that we are truly the Lord’s is that we will experience great joy in response to the Lord’s continuing kindness to us.                                                         The people wept when they saw the evil of their sin,              but their mourning turned to joy and thankfulness when they knew that the Lord had forgiven them. (Psalm 30v5). Rehearsing God’s blessings of the past - such as their forefathers salvation from the Egyptians, guidance and protection by the pillar of fire and cloud, and provision of food and clothing in the desert,                                   (despite their murmuring and complaints),                                       caused them to dedicate their lives to the Lord;                            obeying His word and serving Him. 
For us to be sincere Christians we too must: -

Have great personal sorrow for the sins we have committed and omitted to do,                                              On experiencing His forgiveness, be full of joy recognising the Lord’s good and gracious hand in His dealings with us.                             We will want to sing His praise,                                        We will want to read His word and pray regularly,          We will want to join with fellow believers in a sound Bible believing evangelical, church; worshipping Him.                          With a strong desire to keep His Day holy for Him.         We will want to testify that we know Him and serve Him.
Have you experienced this joy? and do you give spontaneous praise and worship to your Saviour and God? Nehemiah 12 v 43     
