Bible Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 165
Character Studies from Daniel and Nehemiah
Determination and Courage - Despite Opposition
Satan’s methods have not changed.

He is out to divert you from coming to the Lord to seek forgiveness for your sin.
He tempts you to sin and then when you do, he accuses you of it.

He is nasty and scheming, as we will see today.
Do you believe that the Devil is a real being?
Nehemiah arrives at Jerusalem with timber and other materials to begin the work of repairing the devastated walls and the gates.
An impossible Task?
Nehemiah was given 3 months by King Artaxerxes to complete the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
How was he going to achieve this? 
Jerusalem’s walls had great gaps and gates were broken.
Its’ terrain, straddling 7 hills, was difficult to work. 

He had no machinery - just the hands of an untrained workforce comprising of jewellers, priests and rulers!
The Lord gave the people a heart to work and was with them. (Nehemiah 4 v 17-18)
Nehemiah’s encouragement to the people: 
“Come, let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach… see the hand of my God which is good upon me… hear the support of the King.” (Nehemiah 2v17-18)
Note the people’s joyful response: 
“Let us rise up and build.” 
So, they strengthened their hands for this good work.
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But there was opposition from outside Jerusalem to stop the work:
Satan had stirred up Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem to oppose the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls and gates.

Let us see what happened and how Nehemiah reacted to it.
Nehemiah trusted in God. 
He fully believed that, with God’s help and protection, the walls and gates of Jerusalem could be repaired, and even in record time – target 3 months.
His secret was to trust God and resist the Devil.

Just as the Lord did with great success at the beginning of His earthly ministry, when Satan tempted Him 3 times.

The Lord resisted, using the Word of God. Satan left Him.

James 4v7, “Resist the Devil, and he will flee from thee.”
Let us look at the crafty attempts to stop the work:

1. Scorn and Ridicule (Nehemiah 4.1-5):    VA1a

Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, the enemy, openly laughed at their lack of skill.
“How can you repair the wall?”. 
“What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?”
“You are wasting your time and energy”.
Tobiah said, ‘Surely a fox will knock the wall down!’
Nehemiah Prayed,   VA1b
‘Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give them for a prey in the land of captivity:
And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before Thee: 
for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders.’
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Nehemiah continued with the work in faith. Trusting God.
God gave the people a mind to work; ignoring the enemy’s scorn.
Have you ‘heard’ Satan’s attack? 
“How weak and feeble to be a Christian!”
He will bombard us with all sorts of doubts and fears.
We must pray to the Lord asking for help, and protection, and continue to seek Him. Do not give up.

2. Attack: (Nehemiah 4.6-15):    VA2a

Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem were furious when they saw that Nehemiah continued with the work. 
So they called up the help of the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Aphrodite’s to attack.
They came to stop them; they came secretly from all directions, creeping up to attack and kill the builders. 

The work had to stop for a while.

Nehemiah Prayed Again,   
Telling the people not to be afraid, but remember the Lord and fight. 
Nehemiah organised the workers to be ready to defend themselves. A sword in one hand and a trowel in the other.

Guards were set to watch and blow the trumpet if the enemy was seen.
So, from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared the people worked with a sword (defence) in one hand and a trowel (building) in the other. VA2b ‘Sword & Trowel’
Ready to work or to defend!
It worked, Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem backed off.

Satan is furious when we turn to the Lord, seeking His forgiveness.
“There is no God” – As taught by Evolution.
He will bombard us with all sorts of doubts and fears.
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“Trying to live as a Christian is a miserable existence!”

“Stay in the world and enjoy yourself with sin!”

He makes us think we can ignore God. “Hath God Said?”

We must pray to the Lord asking for help, and protection, and continue to seek Him. Do not give up.

3. Crafty Tricks (Nehemiah 6.1-4): VA3a
Nehemiah was making progress with the wall as it was now almost repaired. 

He was about to turn his attention to the gates.

Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem now came deceitfully pretending to be friends, inviting Nehemiah for a talk in the Plain of Ono.
Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, ‘Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono?’ 
But they thought to do me mischief.
Nehemiah knew that they planned to kill him.
And I sent messengers unto them, saying,                 ‘I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?’

Nehemiah refused; “O No!”     VA3b
Why should I stop God’s work to come and speak with you?
They tried 4 times to entice Nehemiah to meet them.
Be Warned. Satan can appear to be an ‘Angel of Light’.
When I was a lad, about 15, I was a Christian.
I had some bad friends. One suggested that I go with him and others on a Sunday instead of going to church.

I did this, but my conscience was deeply troubled. 

I knew I had done wrong.

I sought and found the Lord’s forgiveness, and I never did it again.
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4. Fearful Threats (Nehemiah 6.5-9):  VA4a
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem now pretended that King Artaxerxes was angry with Nehemiah.
They accused Nehemiah of rebelling against the king, seeking to set himself up as King of Jerusalem and Judah.

This was a scheme to frighten Nehemiah.

Nehemiah prayed again; 
That God would strengthen his hands.

God strengthened him to disbelieve the report and continue working. 
Satan gets others to play dirty tricks. 
Getting others to lie about us, to get us into trouble.

To make us frightened to become a Christian.

Are you afraid of becoming a Christian? 

Afraid of what others will think and say?

Always turn to God. He will defend you and help you.

In Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan, pictured Christian on his way to the Celestial City, of meeting up with two lions, one on the left, and one on the right.
Christian was afraid. He Prayed.

Then he noticed that they both had a chain and there was room to walk safely between them.

A picture of Satan being controlled by God so that he cannot devour us as we journey to Heaven.

5. Foul play (Nehemiah 6.10-14):  VA5a
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem now bribed a trusted man, Shemaiah, to prophecy that Nehemiah should hide in the Temple. Paid to be a traitor.
“Come with me into the Temple, We will be safe there.”

Nehemiah prayed again; God showed him that He had not sent him and it would be a sin to be afraid. VA5b
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The wall was rebuilt in Record Time - 52 days! How?

It was the Lord’s reward to Nehemiah and the people for their faith in Him.  
They refused to be frightened, tricked or flattered; always responding by praying for help, trusting in God’s power and rejecting any temptation to doubt or disobey their God.
Be like Nehemiah. 

What a great example he is to each one of us.
How do we know what is right and wrong?
Satan is a liar. God is Truth.
Think of Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.

Taught as proven fact, when it is not.
It is only a Man-Made idea.

Fundamentally saying – No God, No Creation, No Soul.

Evil. Gives rise to some races thinking that they are superior. E.g. Nazi – Anti Jew, Anti Black.
Evidence of Intelligent Design. Complex things, all things in place. 
No gradual evolving development over millions of years.
Satan is a ‘mugger’. He steals away the truth from us.

The enemy of our souls, the Devil, is out to use all tactics to keep us in his power.          
He hates us and wants us in Hell.  
Only by trusting in the Lord, Who loves us and wants us to be forever with Him in Heaven, can we be rescued and protected from this enemy.  
Will we, like Nehemiah, follow God’s way as laid out in the Gospel in the Bible?
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh (near) unto God, and He will draw nigh to you …. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up      James 4 v 6-10
Important Thought for us Today: Why does trouble happen to us when we seek God? The Devil wants the power and worship that God deserves all for himself. Jerusalem’s destruction made people doubt and forget God - leaving people in the Devil’s hands, to his great pleasure. Trouble and opposition only began when Jerusalem’s rebuilding started; stirring Satan into action to keep people in his power and prevent any worship of God; using any tactic possible - from enemies without and from enemies within.

Satan wants the same of us today; to live without God. The same tactics are used to prevent us from being saved, or to hinder God’s work. Do not be surprised if you start to seek God and opposition comes; such an act makes the Devil furious. He may make our friends laugh at us, suggesting that Christians are weak and naïve; He may attack us with doubts such as “no-one as sinful as you could ever be saved”; He may make sin very attractive so that in weakness we disobey the Lord; He may put obstacles in the way of coming to Church or reading the Bible; He may make ideas that doubt God’s existence seem more realistic and valid. Take comfort as the Lord has promised that. if we “resist the Devil, He will flee from us”, and “if we draw near to God, He will draw near to us.”  

Be like Nehemiah; the Lord will protect you from the Devil if you trust and pray for help. 

