Bible Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 160
 Character Studies from Daniel and Nehemiah
Loyalty - Daniel Refuses the King’s Food.
· Background to the lesson. – It is 606BC.
Judah’s Kings, in particular Manasseh, did such evil in God’s sight. They worshipped false gods – even sacrificing their children to them. 

Even godly Josiah’s reign, which followed, could not remove this evil from amongst the people.  
God said that His Judgement would fall on Judah for their continued idolatry, and that Jerusalem would be destroyed.

In 589BC, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, fulfilled this prophecy.  
Your Bible Reading Sheet includes readings of these events.

Our lesson today covers how Daniel, and others, were taken captive as slaves, to a foreign land, Babylon.

We will see that Daniel was a believer in the One True God.

His life is threatened by his loyalty to his God.

We will learn the secret of his success in handling what could have been disastrous, even the threat to his life.

How would we handle such pressure?

If we are truly converted then we can learn from Daniel’s faithful stand. 

We, too, must learn to put the Lord first no matter what confronts us.

1. Babylon was the mightiest, richest City of its day.
A Great City:                           VA
The riches that the Babylonians had taken from defeated enemies were used to decorate the city. 
The hanging gardens of Babylon (one of the 7 wonders of the world) and the breath-taking, ornately decorated, 
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vibrant blue Ishtar gates, which allowed entry through the fortified double walls, spoke of its might and prowess.
2. Why was Daniel in Babylon?
Daniel, a son of a Prince of Israel, a teenager like you, had been taken as a slave from his home in Jerusalem.
Taken 1,600 miles to Babylon. 
From a young child his faithful parents had taught him to know the scriptures and to know the One true God in Whom they believed.

He had been taught to pray and trust in the Lord God of Israel. He was a believer. Converted.

The people and rulers of Babylon did not worship or acknowledge the One true God.
3. A Great Opportunity:
Babylon, the world capital of its’ day offered the world’s best of human success without God - from fitness, entertainment, cuisine, fashion to knowledge and wisdom. 
Babylon was ‘the place to be’, 
if you wanted to live without God.
Daniel, and 3 other Jewish captives (Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah), were specially selected by King Nebuchadnezzar to be trained in the ways of the Babylonians so that they could be placed in positions of authority. 
Daniel was re-named Belteshazzar; and Hananiah, Shadrach; and Mishael, Meshach; and Azariah, Abednego.    VA Names
These 4 had scored highly in fitness, physique, intelligence, and knowledge. 
They were chosen to be in this elite team, and were now to study the literature and culture of the Chaldeans.

Their daily food was supplied from the Kings’ own larders and cellars. Very sumptuous fare.
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At the end of 3 years intensive academic and physical training they were destined to enter the King’s personal service.
The majority of the other Jewish captives would be used as slaves or as expendable manpower in the Babylonian army.
4. A Great Temptation:
So, the four Jewish teenage captives were taken to be trained as Babylonian princes and rulers. 
The position of a ruler in this great city was a real temptation, offering great wealth and power.    
Everything looked temptingly good.
You will appreciate how Daniel could so easily have been overwhelmed and tempted to put to one side his loyalty to, and faith in, his God. To go after these things.
To cause him to forget his home and Jerusalem, which now stood in ruins.

To give up the worship of God and to embrace the evil ways of the Babylonians.

He may have been tempted to feel that as the Lord had brought him to Babylon that he could indulge in all its’ evil.
· Daniel’s Personal Crisis.
As a child Daniel had been taught by godly parents to pray and trust only in the Lord God. 
He had been taught Biblical principles.

He truly had sought and found the Lord as his Saviour;    he was a true Christian. 
Back home he had found it easy to obey God when those around him were obeying Him too.
BUT to be trained as a prince in the godless, worldly, Babylon. Would he stand for his God?
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Alone, without his parent’s support and wisdom,       he was faced, on the very first day, with the dilemma     
of breaking God’s command to not eat food that had been offered to idols.  
What would he do?  
· Daniel faced danger.      VA and VA 1
This could cost him and his friends their lives.

There was the real danger of angering their new masters.

They faced mocking and derision from their peers, the other Jewish captives, who went along with the Kings’ commandment. VA 2
They faced the fear of not becoming a prince.
They could have been expelled from the course and be sent to the hardship of slavery.  VA 3
· Daniel chose to stand faithfully for the Lord.

God gave: -
1. Courage
No ambition, danger, or fear of others could persuade Daniel to disobey the Lord. He would not be a coward.
Daniel, and his 3 friends, declined the very tasty food and wine from the King.

He spoke openly to his master; “I cannot take of the King’s food and wine.” Daniel 1v12
They asked their guard to only feed them with pulses (vegetables), and give them water to drink.
Their guard was afraid. If these young men showed any signs of deterioration in appearance, then he knew that he would be put to death.

Don’t be afraid or embarrassed to stand for the Lord. 

You may be tempted by your peers to drink alcohol, take drugs, or watch immoral TV programs or videos etc.

Or, to engage in sinful social media exchanges.
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If you are a Christian, you must resist these temptations and be bold to make a stand for the Lord.

We must put the Lord and His principles first in all we do and say. Trust in the Lord and He will help you.
Daniel, and his 3 friends showed open loyalty to their God, and this was blessed openly by the Lord.
“As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom.”  Daniel 1v17 and 20.
Why did Daniel make this decision?
He was a young man with his life ahead of him,                      he was 1,600 miles from his home,                                                    and would probably not see it or his family again.

By standing for the Lord, he was placing himself in much danger and potentially turning his back on very tempting opportunities for his personal advancement.

Consider. If God is only the figment of people’s imagination, would Daniel have shown such bravery as this?



VA
The answer is NO.    VA
Daniel’s God was real. He is the Eternal God.
One Whom He loved and trusted.

One to Whom he prayed every day.

Daniel knew that his sins were forgiven.

One Whose blessing he frequently experienced. 

Daniel knew that God’s Laws and Commands were so wise and beneficial; and a blessing to those who kept them.



VA
Daniel was able, with God’s help, to stand firm on his beliefs.
Daniel asked the guard to, “Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.                                                 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of 
6
the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.”                                           After 10 days all 4 of them looked healthier and stronger.
God had honoured their faithful stand.

They had proved their God.

God gave these 4 Knowledge and Wisdom   VA, VA
“God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.”    Daniel 1v17    VA
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, spent 3 years studying and then they were brought in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

What a daunting test and examination!
The king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:
And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. Daniel 1v19-20
They were chosen for High Office. 

To be in Nebuchadnezzar’s service.

God had protected them and blessed them. 

What an answer to their prayers!
Daniel continued in an important role for all his captive life, (over 70 years), being used mightily for his God as an advisor to many different rulers. He lived whilst empires came and went - through to King Cyrus. About 536 BC.
The 4 of them would face opposition. But God protected them.
Follow Daniel’s example; earnestly seek the Lord early, and faithfully stand for the Lord, so that your life will also be blessed and useful for the Lord; knowing safety, even in perilous times. VA
The Apostles agreed with Daniel, saying that,         “We ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29 VA
Important Thought for us Today: How to stand when so few around us believe in God. 
Daniel, as a young teenager, was taken from the comfort of a god-fearing home and culture to live in Babylon, where his God was scorned and belittled; where human supremacy and wisdom were worshipped.  
Yet Daniel upheld his faith sincerely, with quiet dignity and strength. He knew his Bible; he knew that God would keep His promise to bless all who loyally obeyed Him; and thus, was blessed by God’s power and protection throughout his long life. 
We face a similar situation today where ‘science’ and man are revered; and faith in the one true God belittled. 
The world says, ‘Belief in God is only for those who are weak and simple minded’.  
Be loyal to God, like Daniel, and He will protect, use and bless you; even in the perilous and evil times in which we live today.

