Bible/College Class Notes – Hatred – Lesson 14
Opposition To Jesus – Hardness & Hatred
Teaching Notes
The Lord Jesus Heals on The Sabbath Day at Capernaum.

Crowds Flock to Hear Jesus Preach in the Synagogue.
Many people had set out to attend the local Synagogue.

The Scribes & Pharisees also attended 
   – but they are seeking to be noticed as very religious.

They show their outward religion by their dress VA
and strict adherence to their own invented rules, 
E.g. They would only walk a maximum number of steps on the Sabbath and never carry more than a certain weight.   
They stopped to pray in public,

   to be seen as religious on the street corners. VA
They sat in the front seats,

   Presenting themselves to be seen as the most holy people present. VA
   but their hearts were far from God.
They refused to acknowledge the Lord as God, The Messiah.
Beware – there is a great danger in being religious without knowing the Saviour. Formality.
Had they come to sincerely Worship the Lord? 
No, they were not sincere in their belief of God.

The Religious Leaders came to abuse God’s House 
- with hateful hearts. 
What was in their minds and Hearts? 
What was uppermost in their minds? Was it God?

What did they think of God’s Word? 

     They had missed all the prophesies about the Lord.

     They had misunderstood the 10 Commandments.

Had they prepared their hearts to worship God today?

Were they respected by the common people?
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Did the people see them as Superior? As Religious?

Consider how you come to Church? 

      Have you searched your heart? 

Have you come to worship the Lord?
They had not come to worship, 
but they had come with evil scheming hearts.
They had no compassion for the man with the withered hand, but they watched to see if the Lord would show compassion and heal him on the Sabbath.
They want Him to heal because their scheming plan was to accuse Him of being a ‘Sabbath Breaker’.
A day or so earlier they had confronted the Lord and charged His disciples of breaking the Sabbath. 

Working – plucking corn on the Sabbath to eat.
Mark 2vs23-28
And it came to pass, that He went through the corn fields on the sabbath day; and His disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn.
And the Pharisees said unto Him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful?
And he said unto them, “Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him?
How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?”
And He said unto them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath: Therefore, the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.                             
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Their Scheme

1. They were going to use God’s house and the worship service to enact their evil plan.

2. They cunningly planned to use a disabled man.

3. They were too cowardly to confront the Lord with a direct challenge.

This was their plan: -

1. They watched the disabled man.

He had a withered hand – no movement.    VA B1
They hoped that the Lord would take pity on him and heal him today without waiting for tomorrow.

2. This was not because they had any compassion for the disabled man but to accuse the Lord of Sabbath breaking.                VA B2
3. They wanted to get the Lord into trouble VA B3
They thought that the people would agree with them 
and turn away from the Lord. To restore their popularity.
The Scribes & Pharisees Show Their Hardness of their hearts & their Hatred of the Lord.
The Lord knew why they had come to the Synagogue and what they were scheming.

Nothing can be kept secret from the Lord.

He is Omniscient. All knowing.

It should humble us to know and accept that the Lord God knows all our thoughts and our secret motives.

Hence, He is fully away of all our sinful thoughts.
Absolutely nothing can be hidden from His Holy gaze.

What did the Lord do?
He knew that the commandment allowed Him to carry out an act of mercy without sinning. To heal the man today.

He did not say to the man, “Come back tomorrow.” 
4
Knowing their evil, sinful hearts, the Lord asks them,
“Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath Days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?” Mark 3v4   VA words
They did not answer. They knew the Lord was reminding them of the 7th Commandment.

“Thou shalt not kill.”

Everyone in the congregation understood the Lord’s point. Even the children. 

The Lord was grieved in His heart as He saw their hardness of heart and looked at them with Holy hatred.

He saw them as Hypocrites.

They falsely claimed to love God and to represent Him to the people. 

He showed loving compassion by healing the man’s withered hand.
The Lord waits no longer and says to the man with the withered hand, 
“Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: 

and his hand was restored whole as the other.”
A miracle of grace and kindness.
Have you had a miracle of grace performed on you?

Not to heal your body, but to heal your sin-sick soul?

Ephesians 2v1-5


VA Words
And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
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Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

The New Birth, The work of The Holy Spirit.
Without any compassion the Pharisees, in their hearts, accuse The Lord of ‘Working on The Sabbath’, 
revealing the hardness of their sinful hearts.

In looking for faults in the Lord they had the attitude of trying to make Him look silly in front of the people. VA
Do we have acritical attitude to God?

The Evolutionists do. No God.

The Liberal Formal ‘Christians’ do. No true obedience.
The Pharisees leave, hatefully scheming how they might ‘destroy this Man’. 
They pursued this attitude all the way to the cross.
What can we learn from this event?
To Discern – 

To come to the correct conclusion of a principle through correct understanding.

Biblical discernment is to understand God’s principles, as written and implied in the Bible, to which we should hold to and apply these to all decisions in our lives.

We understand from this incident that the Lord teaches us that it is right to do good on the Sabbath Day. 
See Matthew 12v11,12, and Mark 2v27. 
The Sabbath is made for man.
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We learn: -
1. Stubborn Pride quickly builds Hatred in our hearts against God – so, we can be enemies of God, even whilst attending church. Are we enemies of God?
We are born as an enemy of God. Our fallen nature.

To not love the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, 
shows our hatred to God.
Not all Church Leaders and those who attend a church are true believers - God looks for the sincerity of humble, believing, and loving hearts.
Beware, not all Churches follow Biblical truth nor follow reverent worship. 
So, we must learn Biblical discernment 
– knowing right from wrong. 
obeying God’s teaching and principles. 
avoiding that which is wrong in God’s sight.

Jesus is the only One Who can cure our hateful hearts and make us loving towards Him, and towards everyone else. Ask the Lord to melt your heart. To save you.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”.                           


                                     Hebrews 4 v12 
Doctrine VA
1. The Lord is Omniscient – All knowing. 
He knows our hearts.

2. God’s Law – To be spiritually discerned and obeyed.

3. Faith to repent is the Gift of God – through the work of God The Holy Spirit. Ephesians 2v1-5
4. God’s Word is true. Know it, believe it, obey it.
