 Bible/College Class Notes – Prejudice – Lesson 12
Opposition To Jesus - Prejudice
This week we learn how prejudice can blind our eyes to our need of salvation.
Teaching Notes
We have seen the Almighty Power of the Lord Jesus Christ in His Power over Nature, Need, Death, Sickness, and The Devil.

After all He is God The Son, 
Eternal, Equal with the Father and The Holy Spirit.

We now meet Him, nigh on 2,000 years ago, as He carries out His ministry before His death and resurrection.

The Lord Jesus Heals the Paralysed Man at Capernaum.

Crowds Flock to Jesus as He Entered Capernaum. Why?
Many had heard the Lord preach with authority and not as the Scribes and Pharisees. 

They had witnessed His miracles but a lot of them followed Him to be entertained – “What miracle would He do next?”
The clergy of the day, the Jewish Scribes and Pharisees, followed Him because they were out to find fault in Him. 

They were sceptical, prejudiced against Him, and hated Him. 
They refused to recognise Him as the Messiah promised in the OT

The Jewish Religious Leader’s showed their prejudiced hearts by rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ as God.
Prejudice is when we make up our minds about something, or someone, which is not based on reason, fact, or actual experience.                      It is usually wrong.     

VA1a “My mind is made up. Jesus is not God’s Son.”

Even though they had seen Him miraculously heal people, they dismissed Him as being God.

VA1b Prejudiced – Determined not to believe,

They were very, very, proud. 

They did not see themselves as sinners in God’s sight.
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VA2a “I would never eat with sinners.”
VA2b Proud – Too good to need a Saviour.

They believed that by being of Jewish birth that they were right with God. 
Automatically accepted by God. ‘His Special People.’
VA3a “God must be so pleased with me – 
I keep all the Jewish rules.”

VA3b Hypocritical – Pretending to be good.

They had made up their own rules for being right with God.

VA4a “Buy your sacrifices from me.”

VA4b Dishonest – Using religion when there is something in it for me.”

They were determined to catch the Lord out.
VA5a “I must make Jesus look silly in public today.”

VA5b Hateful – Looking for faults in God.
Only a few came seeking with an open mind – 
ready to be convinced that He was the Promised Messiah.
What is our attitude to Bible truth, and to the Lord Jesus? Are we open minded? Are we seeking the Truth?
OR Have we made up our minds without serious enquiry?
The Determination of the Paralytic Man and his Friends.VA
Their Determined Faith caused them to overcome the difficulty of bringing this sick man into the house where the Lord was.
But the house where Jesus was, was so full they could not get in. 

They strongly believed that the Lord Jesus could heal their friend. They had a determined faith.
VA Friends, With Faith, Determined.
Eastern houses had flat roofs and a stairway up. 
Often used for drying crops.

So, the friends of the paralysed man took him, on his stretcher, up onto the roof and made an opening so that they could lower him down to the feet of the Lord Jesus. VA Picture
Imagine the surprise of those in the room!
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How determined are we to come face-to-face with the Saviour? To meet Him?
Are we determined to overcome all obstacles to find peace with the Lord?

Maybe – Prejudice, Pride, Unbelief, Selfish sinfulness?
The Lord Clearly Demonstrates that He is God.
All expected a miraculous healing but not the forgiveness of sins!
We have seen that the Jewish Religious Leader’s showed prejudice by rejecting the Lord Jesus as God.

VA “My mind is made up. Jesus is not God’s Son.”

The Lord had compassion on the paralysed man who was let down from the roof by his believing friends.

The Lord says, ‘Thy sins be forgiven thee’
In their sinful thoughts the Pharisees accused Him of blasphemy – He was claiming to be God. 
In their minds they asked -   
“Who can forgive sins, but God only?”
As God, He knew that they did not recognise Him as being God the Son.

As God, the Lord knew their evil, secret, inward, and unvoiced prejudices.                    He saw their unbelief.
So, the Lord said to them, 
“Why reason ye these things in your hearts?” 
And He confronts them with this question.
“I can either say, 
‘Thy sins be forgiven thee’, OR ‘Arise and walk.’” 
“AS God, I have power to do both”. 
“But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” 
Jesus said to the paralysed man, 
“Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.” 
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He said this so that even in their prejudice they could see that He could do both – forgive sins and heal the body. 
See Mark 2v9,10
The paralysed man - immediately healed – stood up and walked, proving that the Lord Jesus was God. 
Because he had faith his sins were also forgiven.
How did the Crowd and Religious Leaders Respond? 
The people, having never seen this before, were amazed and praised God. VA The People -Amazed, Praised God.
The Scribes & Pharisees remained in their Prejudice: -
· Proudly refusing to see the sin in their own hearts.
· Refusing to accept Christ as the Promised Messiah,   the Saviour of Sinners.
VA The Pharisees – Shocked, Angry

In contrast the Pharisees were Shocked and Angry.
See John 1v11. He came unto His own (the Jews), and his own received Him not.
We must ask ourselves, 
“Am I like The Pharisees? Am I Prejudiced against God?” 
What are my opinions of the Lord, and of myself? 
Are they honest and true?
We must test all that we believe by what the Lord says about Himself, and ourselves, in His Word, the Bible. 
We must be humble - open to believe and obey His truth alone.
Are we prayerfully reading God’s Word to find the truth about God, and His Salvation?

We saw how the Jewish Religious Leader’s showed prejudice by unreasonably rejecting the Lord Jesus as God.

We saw that they had proudly determined to reject Him

VA1a “My mind is made up. Jesus is not God’s Son.”

Even though they had seen Him miraculously heal people, they dismissed Him as being God.
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But what about you?

You have heard many testimonies of those who have come to the Saviour in repentance and faith.

You have seen changed lives – believers living for their Lord.

VA1b Prejudiced – Determined not to believe.
We noticed that they were very, very, proud. 

They did not see themselves as sinners in God’s sight.

VA2a “I would never eat with sinners.”

VA2b Proud – Too good to need a Saviour.
They believed that by being of Jewish birth that they were right with God. Automatically accepted by God. His People.
VA3a “God must be so pleased with me – 
I keep all the Jewish rules.”

VA3b Hypocritical – Pretending to be good.

They had made up their own rules for being right with God.

We must beware not to make up our own rules for acceptance with God.

We saw VA4a “Buy your sacrifices from me.”

VA4b Dishonest – Using religion to gain advantage when there is something in it for me.

What an insult to God to invent our own sacrifice 

and reject that wonderful Sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary.

Remember Cain. His self-invented sacrifice was rejected by God, and he lost out on eternal Heaven.

We too may see ourselves as being good enough for God based on our own rules. Another Gospel.

But no one has a birth-right to be one of God’s saved people. 

Being born to Christian parents puts us in a blessed place BUT it cannot save us.
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God looks on the heart. Your heart. My heart.

No one is good enough for God.

We saw in the Pharisees a determined hatred.
They were determined to catch the Lord out.

Their attitude was: -
VA5a “I must make Jesus look silly in public today.”
VA5b Hateful – Looking for faults in God.

Have you a list of faults or accusations against God?

I worked for a man once who, one day, said to me, 

“When I meet God, I will tell Him all the things that I think He has done wrong, all His mistakes.”
Even though he was a director of the company and could easily have sacked me, I replied, 

“No, you will not be able to do that, because you will bow in silence in His holy presence.”

Sadly, a couple of years after this he was ‘struck’ down such that he could not put any words together in a coherent way. 

Please do not have this sinful attitude towards God.

You have heard the call many times to come to the Saviour.
Have you responded and found peace with God?
OR does this offend you?

Have you grown tired of hearing God’s gracious call?

The Pharisees had heard it many times and would do so many more. 

Yet they were determined that He should die, 

and later persuaded the crowd to shout, 

‘Crucify Him’ and Pilate to sentence Him to be crucified.
If up until now you have rejected Him, then will you go on rejecting Him – maybe for the rest of your life?
My prayer is that you will come now, even today, to the Saviour, in humble repentance and faith.
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King David prayed, 
“O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me.
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, Thou understandest my thought afar off”.
                                                                Psalm 139 v1-2
… they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, “We never saw it on this fashion (before).” 
Mark 2 v12 
Doctrine
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son of God, 

the 2nd Person of the Triune God – 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

As God, He has power over all things. Omnipotent.
As The Saviour He has power to forgive us our sin when we repent of it and believe that He died for us on the Cross,
