 Bible/College Class Notes - Jesus’s Power - Lesson 5
The Lord Jesus Christ is Omnipotent God
Teaching Notes 
The Lord Jesus Demonstrates His Power Over Illness. 
Jesus said unto him (Bartimaeus), “Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.” And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.  Mark 10v52
The Wonderful, Free, Miracle of the healing of Blind Bartimaeus, 
demonstrating the Lord’s power over Illness. 
I want you to shut your eyes and keep them shut for a moment; try to imagine what it would be like to be blind.

I am sure that you will agree that you would need help in moving about. Your life would be restricted.
You would not be able to see your loved ones.

Your education would be restricted. Also, employment.

Travel would be very difficult.

You would not be able to ride a bike or, when you are older (and richer) be able to learn to drive a car.

So many restrictions on the way you would live.

Open your eyes. What a relief to be able to see!
You would not be able to read without learning Braille.
Braille is named after its creator, Louis Braille, a Frenchman who lost his sight as a result of a childhood accident, in 1824, at the age of fifteen. About your age.
VA Show a medicine box with Braille.
Today, you could also take advantage of computer software to read text to you,
you could dictate words into documents and emails etc.
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Let us go back 2,000 years or so.

The Lord Jesus was leaving the city of Jericho with His disciples. 
Bartimaeus – the son of Timaeus was begging.

He was blind, helpless – He was in total darkness.
Bartimaeus had already been blessed with a measure of faith. How do we know this?
He knew it was the Lord Who was passing by.

He had heard that the Lord was able to perform miracles. We note that he was quick to take advantage of the opportunity which was available to him.
He called out,

“Jesus, Thou Son of David, Have mercy on me.” VA

“Son of David”. He recognised that the Jesus was God,

the Promised Messiah of the OT. The Son of David.
You will remember when Christ rode into Jerusalem the week before He was crucified, that the crowd called out, “Hosanna to the Son of David.”
Paul wrote, speaking of the Lord Jesus,                     ‘Which He (God), had promised afore by His prophets in the holy scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power.’ Romans 1:2-4 VA
Bartimaeus believed that his Creator God was here.   “I cannot let Him pass me by. 

This is my opportunity. It may be my only opportunity”
As Creator God, The Lord fully understood Bartimaeus’ great need – 
Physically in his blindness, but also, spiritually. 
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The crowd who was following Jesus tried to silence him – 
‘Hold your peace, He is not interested in you.’ Mark 10v48
Yet Bartimaeus persisted. He would not give up.
He cried out louder, with greater earnestness.
“Jesus, Thou Son of David, Have mercy on me.” VA
The Lord’s merciful response was,
“What wilt thou that I do unto thee?” VA
In faith Bartimaeus replied,
“Lord, that I might receive my sight.” VA
Jesus saw Bartimaeus’ great need and immediately healed his sight. He recognised and rewarded his faith.
Jesus was the first person Bartimaeus saw when he could see.
The Gospel call is, ‘Look unto Jesus Christ in faith.’

The words, ‘Look Unto Jesus’, are above the EDT pulpit.
Jesus said, “Go thy way, thy faith hath made thee whole.” Mark 10v52  VA
Bartimaeus not only had his physical sight restored,                   but he was given faith to see the Lord as his Saviour.
This faith miraculously enabled him to ‘see’ the Lord.

Not only people and things around him but he now saw The Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and Lord.
So, he immediately obeyed and followed Him.
This Miracle Pictures God’s Miracle of Salvation.
We are blinded by our sin – 
Gospel Truth is hidden from us. 
Our physical and spiritual life is restricted by our sin. 
We cannot enjoy God. Not now, nor ever.
Do you consider God and Christianity as boring?

The chief end of man (purpose of life) is to know God and to enjoy Him forever. 
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Our sinful blindness prohibits this wonderful experience.

We need spiritual light to show us that we are sinners.

To see and believe that only the Lord Jesus Christ     is interested in us. Only He can save us.
He loves us and wants to save us from the guilt of sin. 
We need God’s gift of faith to bring us to ‘see’. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2v8.
May I encourage you to pray for this gift.
Bartimaeus welcomed The Lord. VA

Do we?

He is passing this way at this very moment.

Have you sincerely called out to Him in prayer for forgiveness?

Have you heard His call? 

This is your day of opportunity.

Are you pleased to hear His voice?
You will not physically see the Lord until the Day of Judgement. How will it be for you then?

Bartimaeus was blind – 

Yet in faith he saw that Jesus was Christ. VA eyes 1
He could ‘see’ beauty in the person and being of Christ.

Christ’s beauty – Love, mercy, kindness, Friendship.
We note that the Lord Jesus stopped and answered Bartimaeus’ desperate call.

What Mercy and Grace!
We can see –

     Yet, are we blind to Jesus? VA eyes 2
      We are restricted by our sin.

      Do you see any beauty in the Lord’s character?
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Much can put us off from seeking The Lord. 
Are we easily put off ‘seeing’ the Saviour?  VA

Such as: -
By our own weakness? VA

We inherit Adam’s Fallen Nature of rebellion and unbelief.
We do not naturally want to ‘see’. 
We do not want to surrender to the Lord.
We cannot save ourselves.

Bartimaeus could not restore his own sight.

By Doubts? VA Unbelief; Lack of Faith.
Is there a God? Is He real? Is He interested in me?
Bartimaeus knew that the Lord Jesus was God,     as promised in the OT. The Son of David.
He discovered that the Saviour was interested in him.

The Lord stopped and answered his plea for healing.
He saw that Bartimaeus believed in Him.

By Wanting our own selfish way?
Not willing to obey the Lord. Rejecting Him as King.
Bartimaeus gladly followed the Lord in obedience. 

He acted in faith. He could do no other.

By choosing to ignore God’s gracious Gospel Call 
to repentance and faith in the Saviour?
How hard do we listen to the lesson and pastor’s preaching? How seriously do we read the Bible?
Do we ‘park’ responding with the reason, 

“I am thinking about it.”
By Laziness - not listening to the preacher, not reading our Bibles, not praying. Indifferent.
Through Pride – Refusing to accept that we are sinners in God’s holy sight. Rejecting the message.
Bartimaeus knew he was blind and needed help.
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By Rejecting that we fully deserve God’s eternal wrath. 
Being easily embarrassed? Ashamed to own Him?
Bartimaeus was not embarrassed by the crowd.

He ignored their advice to be quiet.

The healing of his sight and the forgiveness of His sin was far too important to him.

By preferring to be engaged in other Sunday activities? VA 
Easily distracted by Parties, Football, etc.
By Pressure, Opposition - Friends and Family? VA
We saw that the crowd told Bartimaeus to be quiet.

Do friends ridicule you if you speak of showing interest in the Saviour? Do they say, ‘Be quiet.’

Do they question the existence of God? Of Heaven and Hell?
Do they pour scorn on the thought of seeking God’s pardon and forgiveness?

Satan, the enemy of your soul, wants to keep you spiritually blind. He wants you to stumble into Hell.
It is so important to not let anything put you off from seeking The Lord as your Saviour.
Be like Bartimaeus. Persist. Be Earnest. 
Keep seeking. Pray for God’s help. 
Ask for the gift of Faith and Repentance. 
If you are sincere then He will give it to you.
Look to Jesus as your Saviour, and Lord – 
Follow Him and LIVE.
When we know the Lord as our Saviour, then we see mighty truths concerning God, His Being, Character.
Becoming a Christian is a wonderful experience both now, in this life as we walk in faith and obedience, 
and for ever with Christ in eternity.
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Be like Bartimaeus, throw off the restriction of sin.

Take advantage of the Lord’s call to repent and be saved. He is passing your way today.
Do not delay. Tomorrow may be too late. 

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
                  Hebrews 12v2. 

Important Lesson for us today: 

This is a true account of the Lord showing his amazing power in restoring a blind man’s physical sight. All was darkness to him, and yet his eyes were miraculously, and immediately renewed so that he could now see the wonders of creation - colour, light, shape, and movement. From birth, our pride keeps hidden from us – both the beauty of Christ, and that we are lost sinners.    We will not, and cannot understand, and know our Creator God unless He gives us spiritual sight, light, faith, and understanding.  

Once He has given us ‘eyes’ of faith, then the truth in His word, the Bible, shines forth, 
and we ‘see’ and worship Him as we should. 
In eternity we will see Him for ever.

Doctrine.

Christ is God. He demonstrates His Omnipotence

He shows His Character of Love, Mercy, Compassion.

He, as God The Saviour, is able to save sinners.

We are blinded by our sin and need Divine intervention of the Holy Spirit to give us the Gift of Faith,             unto Repentance.
Today is The Gospel Age, 

The time of opportunity to be saved. 

The Judgement Day is to come.

