Bible/College Class Notes - Jesus’s Power - Lesson 4
The Lord Jesus Christ is Omnipotent God.

This week we remind ourselves from Mark’s Gospel of Jesus’s Power Over Need. 

Jesus said, “I AM the Bread of Life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst”.  John 6v35    VA
The Lord Jesus Shows His Compassion for the People’s Needs.

Refer to the Map showing the Sea of Galilee.                   Also known as The Sea of Tiberias.
The Lord was preaching and performing miracles in the area of Capernaum.
His disciples had just returned from a preaching tour and wanted to update Him. They were very tired.

News had just arrived concerning Herod’s beheading of John the Baptist.

Sadness was in all their hearts.

The Lord decides to use the fishermen’s boat to sail across the Sea of Galilee to a desert place –                        for them to get rest and recover.
While this was happening, a young lad (a teenager like you), had got up early as he planned to go out for the day to listen to the Lord Jesus preach,                                 and even hoped to witness a miracle.
He had a special regard for this man. Who else could perform miracles and preach like He did concerning the Kingdom of God? About the need for cleansing from the guilt of sin.
A very personal message which interested him very much.
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In order to be out all day, he needed to go prepared with food. A good meal. I am sure you would be the same.
So, he got together 5 small barley loaves (rolls) and 2 small fish, maybe caught by his father. 

That should keep him going until the evening.
He wanted to stay with Jesus for as long as he could.

He wanted to hear as much as he could.

After all, Jesus Christ was so interesting!                                           A very special preacher.
A unique preacher. One who spoke with authority.

He is the same, yesterday, today, and for ever,                    so He still speaks to us with truth and authority.

When the people realised that the Lord had set sail for the other side of the lake, they set out to run round the side of the lake. The lad gladly joined them.
The Lord had intended to find a quite spot on the mountainside on the far side of the lake for Him and His disciples to rest and catch up with themselves.

But when he came ashore the people were beginning to gather and many more were arriving, including the lad.
5,000 men, (10.000 with women & children), had followed.

What should the Lord do. Should He send them away while He and the disciples rested?

Surely, they could hear Him tomorrow.
But no, the Lord had compassion on them. 
He could not send them away.
He saw them as a great ‘Flock of Sheep’ without a ‘Shepherd’, ready to be led away from God by Satan. 
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We see His teaching of the Sheep Fold, the Door,             and being the Good Shepherd in John 10 v7-18. VA
Then said Jesus unto them again, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not,   seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep,          and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of mine.15 As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth My Father love me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.                                                                                 This commandment have I received of My Father”.
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This was the wonderful teaching that the lad and many of the people wanted to hear.
I hope that you have come this afternoon with ears to hear what the Lord would say to you. These are the words of life.
Coming to church, to College Class, and to Friday Meeting is good; gathering with friends to enjoy each other’s company, but your greatest desire should be to hear and respond to the teaching of the Lord, to the blessing of your soul.
I trust that you read your Bibles, following the set readings on the Bible Reading Sheet, we give you.
We note here the kindness of the Lord.
So, He ministered to them. This is why He had come.
He wanted to tell them He was the only one who could take away the guilt of their sin which was so offensive to God. 
He had to teach them, to ‘feed’ them spiritually.
He was so interesting that they listened to Him all day.

I hope that you can concentrate on Pastor’s and the College Class 30-minute messages.

They were miles away from home, tired, without food                       and by evening had become very hungry.           
As a Man, the Lord was also very tired & hungry,              but he would not send them away without being fed.

The Lord instructed His disciples to provide food for them; fully knowing how He would miraculously use a boy’s lunch to fully satisfy all their need.

Note the disciples’ unbelieving response -                                                            “This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed:
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36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.”
He answered and said unto them, “Give ye them to eat”.                                                                                                   And they say unto Him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?”                           Philip,“But Lord, 200 penny worth is not sufficient”,         (equivalent to about £10,000 today, (about £1 per head)).
He saith unto them, “How many loaves have ye?”                                                                                         Andrew brought news of the lad, Five, and two fishes.
“but what are they among so many?”
The hungry, but unselfish lad had given up his lunch of 5 small rolls and 2 small fishes. Would you or I have done this?

He believed that the Lord was God The Son, and that He could use his very small gift to feed the great multitude.
We are not specifically told here that the Lord healed anyone, but there was always the lame, deaf, blind in the crowds.

The Lord told His disciples to sit the people down on the grass in companies – orderly groups. 100’s & 50’s
This reminds us that God is the God of order, not chaos
We learn here of the Omnipotent Lord,                              The All-powerful Creator, who in the beginning of time had made all things from nothing by the Word of His power.
So, He miraculously multiplied the boy’s lunch to feed all the people - with 12 baskets of fragments left over!
We note that the Lord uses small things, even our testimony, to bring glory to His Name.
True believers, insignificant as they are, can be a powerful influence in the hands of the Lord.
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How Did the Majority of the Crowd Respond? VA
Some wanted to make Him their King and lead them to revolt against the Roman occupation. He did not come for this.
Some said, “This is Joseph’s son”, “He is not God.”
“Surely, he did not come down from Heaven.”
Others were only interested in the physical results of the miracles of Jesus - not understanding His spiritual teaching about ‘feeding on Him’. 

They were driven by sinful greed and great selfishness. 

They were offended at His teaching of the need for repentance, faith, and obedience, and so rejected Him as their Saviour.
Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life. I am The Bread of Life”.       
                                        John 6 v47-48.

Does the Gospel call offend us?             

Do we spurn it? Avoid it?

OR will you be spiritually fed by the Lord, The Bread of Life?
What Does this Miracle of The Lord Jesus Christ Teach Us? VA Refer to Doctrines in the Lesson
He is the Eternal, Unchanging, Omnipotent God who Created all things out of nothing. 
He had the power to perform this miracle. 
He is the same today. 

We may have small things but the Lord can use them mightily in His service.

He is always interested in us -                                             ready to provide for all our needs.
The Bible asks us – ‘What is our personal response?’ -   Do you believe that your soul needs to be fed daily by Bible
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Truth to satisfy your spiritual needs?                                  It calls you to repent your sin, have faith, believe, and obey His teaching.
The lad believed the Lord had power. 
He wanted, even with his small gift, to serve Him. 
If you believe, ask yourself, “What can I give Him?”  Will you give Him your Life?
We must earnestly seek the Saviour, repent our sin, obey and serve Him.
We must note that no one has ever been saved by witnessing any of the Lord’s miracles. 
Some, today, seek the ability to be modern day apostles and perform miracles. 
But this is only to gain people’s attention and admiration. The gifts have ceased. 1 Corinthians 13v8. 

Important Lesson for us today: Just as our bodies need daily food and drink, our souls need to ‘feast’ on The Lord Jesus Christ from His Word of Truth – The Bible. The Lord asks us to read and think about His Word daily, and apply it to our lives. In John 6v53-58 He is not speaking, but about ‘feeding’ our souls spiritually upon His Word of Truth. Make sure you know His promises and the conditions He requires for us to be blessed by them.
Doctrines in Today’s Lesson
Jesus Christ is Eternal God, Omnipotent,                     He cares for each of us, both physically and spiritually.

Scarce resources can be used by the Lord.
We can have total confidence in Him.
He is immutable. He never changes.

His word and power are for ever the same.
