Bible Class Notes – Motto Text 2021
This is Our Motto Text for 2021
This week – The gracious call of the Saviour to save us. 
Bible Readings for this week:                                                                                                                                                                                                                 (Choose a regular time each day to read the bible and pray whether it be when you first wake up or just before you go to sleep)
	Day
	Bible Reading 
	Tick When Read

	Sunday
	Revelation 3v1-22 (The Lord speaks to the churches)
	

	Monday
	Revelation 2v1-29 (The Lord speaks to the churches)
	

	Tuesday
	John 6v26-40 (Many saw and heard Jesus, but still did not believe on Him)
	

	Wednesday
	2 Corinthians 5 (Become a New Creature in Christ)
	

	Thursday 
	Matthew 7v13-29 (Enter in at the straight gate)
	

	Friday
	John 15v15-27 (Love Christ and keep His Words)
	

	Saturday 
	Psalm 24 (The King of glory shall come in)
	


Important Thought for us Today: Do You Make New Year Resolutions? Have you managed to keep them? We have to admit that we fail to keep them because we have made them in our own strength, and very soon they lapse and are broken. It is good to be resolved to do the right thing but we need the resolve of faith to keep our promise to God to be a Christian. Faith is the gracious gift of God, (Ephesians 2v8). This is the work of God The Holy Spirit, (Ephesians 2v1).         It is He Who quickens us (to bring us alive to God through the New Birth), such that we can be resolved to hate our sin, turn from it, and repent by believing in the Saviour Who died on Calvary as our substitute. It is this gift of faith which causes us to take note of Christ ‘knocking on the door’ of our soul, and enables us to open it so as to be saved. 
Seek the Lord in prayer for His gift of Saving Faith.
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is the King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.”          Psalm 24v9-10. 

Hymn 405, The prayer of a repentant sinner asking, ‘O God, be merciful to me’.  
     1. HEAR, gracious God, a sinner’s cry!
        2. To Thee I come, a sinner poor,

            For I have nowhere else to fly;
 
 And wait for mercy at Thy door;

         My only hope is found in Thee:
             For, Lord, I’ve nowhere else to flee;

            O God, be merciful to me! 

                O God, be merciful to me!
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The Gracious Call of The Saviour To Save Us.
· Background To The Motto Text.
Revelation chapters 2 and 3 speak of how the Risen Lord Jesus challenges various types of people and churches as to their commitment to Him. The ‘angels’ are Pastors.
· Words From The Risen Saviour to The Church at Laodicea.
· They were lukewarm, neither committed (hot), nor far away (cold).
· They were content to be distant from God, detached, and proud.
· They thought they had no need – fully satisfied, thinking they were rich. 
· The Lord says they were poor, blind and naked – outside of God’s righteousness. 
Did you know that this is us in the sight of God, without His salvation?
· Christ’s Initiative: He Stands at the Door.
· A visit of mercy and kindness from the Lord Jesus Christ. How wonderful - considering we are weak and sinful, and do not deserve His love.  

· Someone at your door is near – so too is Christ, near to us, ready to save us!
Do you realise how amazing this is, that the King of Heaven 
is at the door of our hearts?
· Our State: Why does He knock? 
· A door is knocked because it is closed – this is a picture of our hearts, naturally closed toward God – resistant. We do not want to hear about sin or eternal life. 
Is your heart like a solid heavy door with many bolts, barred against God?
· Christ’s Call: He Knocks at our Hearts, The Door of Our Souls
· Gently at first – feeling of concern for your soul, conviction of sin. 
· Louder as we get older - disappointment, illness, tragedy. 
Do we distract ourselves when we hear these knocks of Christ at our hearts?

· The Amazing Promises of Christ: 
· The promises of this world always disappoint, never satisfying the soul.
· The Lord Jesus Christ promises a close relationship: ‘I will come into him, and sup with him, and he with Me’ Revelation 3v20
· Our Response: To hear and open
· ‘If any man hear My voice and open the door’ 
· We have all heard – but have we opened the door of our hearts? When we do, surrendering all to Him, believing He has died for our sins, He promises to come into our hearts, to change us, make us new. (2 Corinthians 5.17). 
Have we opened the door of our hearts to The Lord?
This invitation is from the King of Kings, the Lord of Heaven!
Will you accept or refuse?

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock;


if any man hear My voice, and open the door


I will come unto him.”    Revelation 3v20








