Bible/College Class Notes – From John’s Gospel – Lesson 44
The ‘I AM’ Sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This week we continue lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.
NOTES.
Aim. To show the futility of the life of an unbeliever.                   The result of a life of unforgiven sin.
Jesus said, “I am the True Vine …, ye are the branches: he that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing”.         John 15v1&5.
The Lord Jesus Christ - The True Vine.
Riddle. It grows on a plant, a bush, or a tree. 
It should be juicy and tasty.                      Fruit
The Farmer sows’ seeds and plants trees 
- expecting good fruit.
He is certainly not pleased when he inspects his fields and finds: -
They show disease or when pests spoil them. 
– this requires serious action. They need to be destroyed.
When a tree has broken branches or has no fruit 
– these need to be cut off and destroyed.

God also expects to see ‘good fruit’ 
in everyone who lives.
He has not given us our life just for us to please ourselves 
in the sinful ways of this evil world.
He expects us to carry out His commands.

To keep His Law. The 10 Commandments.

If we live for ourselves, yielding ‘bad fruit’, He will judge us.
God sees all. He knows our secret thoughts and motives.

Nothing is hidden from His all-piercing sight.

He does not sleep or slumber.

He remembers all things. Please remember this.
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God looks for this fruit. The Fruit of the Holy Spirit: -

Galatians 5v22,23. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”
But He finds in sinful hearts: -

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness (lust), idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance (inconsistent), emulations (desire to exceed others), wrath, strife, seditions (promoting discontent and rebellion), heresies (unbiblical beliefs, error), envying’s, murders, drunkenness, revelling’s, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”
What ‘fruit’ has God found in your heart?

Will He be pleased with you? 

Will He be glad He has made you and given you your life?
As He looks back over your years of life 

will He see years of a wasted, selfish, life?
Will He see a heart of sin and disease?

There must be some of those sins listed above in us.

Like a good farmer God is prepared to take action 

to correct that which is wrong in our life.

He sent His Beloved Son to die on the cross for us.

To take our place under His Father’s Holy wrath.

The eternal wrath that we deserve for our sin.

If we reject God’s solution, as God never changes, 

it will be a never-ending wrath.

We will be like a broken branch, 

or one which does not bare ‘good fruit’.
One of no use to God. To be cut-off, rejected.
God is the Vine. 
We must be joined to Him as a ‘branch’ to bear good ‘fruit’.
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If we are not joined to God through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, then we cannot bare ‘good fruit’.

The Lord Jesus said that the only people in the world who can please Him are those that love Him and want to obey Him. 
“If ye love Me, keep My commandments.” John 14v15.
Be true believers. True Christians. 
He is the trunk; we are the branches.

Just as a branch draws goodness from the stem or trunk,    so we can only draw goodness from the Lord to produce and bring forth ‘good fruit’ which brings honour to His Name. 

It is essential to have a right relationship with Him.
Everyone who tries to ‘bear fruit’ 
without knowing Him as their Saviour and Lord will fail.

They and their deeds will be rejected by God 
on the Judgement Day when Christ returns.

We need the new life which God the Holy Spirit gives to His Elect People when they are given faith to believe, when they are ‘Born Again’. Our hearts must be changed by God.
Some Real-Life Examples of Believers 
Who ‘Bore Fruit’ for The Lord: -
These Christian people showed their love for their Saviour through their lives, and all were greatly used of God to influence others and change the world: -

· The Apostle Paul (AD5-67). Initially vehemently set against The Lord, he was converted in his early thirties and counted his earlier days of formal Jewish religion and opposition to the Lord Jesus as a total waste of time. 
Called by the Lord on the Damascus Road, he dedicated the rest of his life to missionary work, preaching the Gospel, setting up churches and writing scripture under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he wrote 14 books of the New Testament. He was very learned and spoke Greek, Latin, Hebrew, and Aramaic. 

He was imprisoned for his faith and died a martyr.
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· William Wilberforce (1759-1833). 
A very privileged man, but he wasted his time drinking, gambling, and clubbing. 
After his conversion (25) he stood for the Abolition of Slavery – setting many slaves free around the world. 

· Fred Charrington (1850-1936). He was born into a rich brewery family. He became a Christian at 19.
He was walking home one night and saw a woman at the door of a public house pleading with her husband to come out and give her money so she could buy their children food. The husband came out drunk and he began to beat her up. Fred intervened to protect her and got hurt in the process. He looked up and saw his family name ‘Charrington’ above the pub door. 
This so convicted him that he gave up his wealth and business inheritance to preach the Gospel, giving help for the poor in London’s East End, whose lives, health and families, were damaged by drink.
He also opened The Great Assembly Hall in Mile End, a huge undertaking, which could accommodate some five thousand East Enders, and which was crammed to the rafters on Sundays, when the local poor and destitute would arrive to enjoy tea and sustenance, prior to attending the evening Gospel service.
Watch the video clip on the EDT Website.

https://eastdulwichtabernacle.org/exploring-christianity/inspiring-christian-biographies/brewer-who-renounced-a-fortune
· Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892). 
Converted, aged 15, at 17 he started preaching the Gospel, and became one of the greatest Baptist preachers of all time – heard by over 10 million people all over the world, with thousands being saved. 
He was the Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, for 38 years.
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As well as preaching the Gospel he set up orphanages for destitute children, trained preachers, established churches, and stood for the Gospel truth of the Bible at a time when many churches were departing from the truth to preach error.
· Corrie Ten Boom (1892 – 1983)
“Every experience God gives us, every person He puts in our lives, is the perfect preparation for the future that only He can see.” 
These are the words of one of the great female heroes of the faith, Corrie ten Boom. 
Her upbringing to love and trust God and to love others took root in a way, that when put to the test, resulted in ultimate sacrifice. Corrie and her family helped many Jews escape the Nazi Holocaust, and ultimately, they were arrested and sent to a concentration camp, where they suffered at the hands of the Nazis. Her sister died in the camp but, by the providence of God, she was set free due to mistake made by the Nazi’s.
She had seen and experienced horrific things there, but God gave her the courage and faith to forgive those who tortured and murdered those she loved. 
She survived the war and became a great witness for the Lord Jesus Christ throughout the rest of her life. 
Of all the honours from dignitaries and nations she received, none were as rewarding as the one she received when she finally saw the face of her Savior on her own birthday, April 15, 1983. “Well done, thou faithful servant.”
· Gladys Aylward (1902-1970). 
She was born to a working-class family in Edmonton, London. She was converted in her mid-twenties and had a strong leading from the Lord to go as a missionary to China but was rejected by the China Inland Mission.
So, in 1932, aged 30, she decided to go as an independent missionary and saved up from her work as a domestic maid, to travel alone by rail across Europe and Russia to China. A journey of over 5,000 miles.
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Gladys arrived in China. She could not speak Chinese, she didn’t have any missionary training and, in the beginning, faced a lot of hurdles. 
She quickly learnt Chinese.
However, the Lord soon blessed her as an evangelical Christian missionary. She was granted Chinese citizenship in 1936 and was appointed a ‘foot inspector’ to enforce the new law against foot binding young girls. This allowed her to reach many people with the Gospel. 
During the 1938 invasion of China by Japan, Gladys helped more than 100 orphan children walk for 12 days to safety over the mountains to Sian, in Free China. 
She returned to England after 1949 as the Communist government was set against Christian missionaries. 
While in England, she gave numerous lectures about her work. She sought approval to return to China from the Chinese government, but this was refused. 
In 1958, after staying in Hong Kong, she finally settled in Taiwan and funded the 'Gladys Aylward Orphanage.' 
During her last years, she extensively worked in Taiwan witnessing to the poor through the ‘Gladys Aylward Children’s Home.’ She died in 1970 at the age of 67.
· Many Other Missionaries have left their homes and families to travel to other lands, where people lived in fear of idols and superstition. 
As Christians they went to preach the Gospel, setting up churches, hospitals, orphanages, and schools.
Is Our Life a Waste? 
Is God pleased with the way we live?
God has given us His Commandments, 
and a Saviour Who has kept them all.

The ‘first good fruits’ are: - 
repentance, faith in Him, obedience, and loving Him.

If we are forgiven, then we will love the Lord, 
and want to ‘bear fruit’ to please Him.
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The Lord looks to see what we do, and why we do it. 
Have we borne ‘good fruit’? 

Let us not estimate our worth in terms of worldly gain and selfish achievement, all of which will be left behind at death.
Luke 12v16-21 tells us of the parable of the Rich Young Fool. He put all his energy into amassing great wealth only to be told that he was very foolish, for that day he would die, and his earthly wealth would not help him in eternity.
He had ignored setting up treasure in Heaven.

He had not looked to the Saviour seeking forgiveness and salvation. The ‘fruit of the Spirit’.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things”.                       Philippians 4v8.
Important Lesson for us Today: 
This lesson teaches us to do good works for the Lord. 

But we must not think that doing these will save us. Salvation only comes by repenting and believing in the Lord Jesus Christ (joining us to Him like a branch to the vine). 

Only His substitutionary death on Calvary’s Cross can save us. 
Only His ‘good works’ (His righteousness), are credited to us and accepted by God The Father. 

Our own ‘righteousness’ (good works), 

is seen by God as unacceptable filthy rags. 
Once saved, because we love Him, we will want to obey and please Him by what we do. Our new ‘good works’, even though not perfect, then become the ‘Fruits of The Holy Spirit’.  Read Galatians 5v19-25.

